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THE 

A U T H O R's 

DECLARATION. 

A S there are Tome people who cannot 
•^ ^ read without making* applications 
of the vicious and ludicrous characters 
they meet with in work? of this kind, I 
declare to thefe mifchievous readers, 
that they will be to blame, if they ap- 
ply any of the pidures drawn in this 
book. I publickly own that my pur- 
pofe is to reprefent life as we find it : 
but God forbid that I ihould undertake 
to delineate any man in particular ! Let 
no reader, therefore, aflume to himfclf 
that which properly belongs to others, 
leA, as Phxdrus obferves, he make an 
unlucky difcovery of his own charafter. 
SiuUe nudabit animi' confcientiam. There 
are phyficians in Caftile, as well as in 
France, whofe practice coniifts in eva- 
cuating their patients a little too much ; 
and the fame vices and peculiarities of 
4ifpofition are to be fcen every where. 
I con- 



(*) 

I confefs that I have not always exadtly 
obferved the manners of the Spaniards ; 
and thofe who are acquainted with the 
diforderly lives of the players at Madrid 
may reproach me with having defcribcd 
their irregularities with too much tendcr- 
nefs : but I thought it was neceflary to 
foften them a little, that they might be 
the more conformable to the manners of 
our own country. 
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GIL B L A S 

TO THE READER. 



GENTLE reader, before thou hcartft the 
hiftory of my life, give mc leave to en- 
tertain thee with a Ihort ftory. 

Two ■■ fcholars, in their way from Fennafiel 
to Salamanca, being tturlly and fatigued, fat 
down by a fpring they met with on the roadi 
There, while they reftcd themfclves, after 
having quenched their thirft, they perceived, 
by accident, upon a ftone that was even with 
the liirface of the earth, fome tetters, already 
half effaced by time, and the feet of flocks 
lha»came to water at the fountain: having 
walhed it, they read thefc words in the Caf- 
tiiian tongue: Aquiefia encerranda el alma del 
Licenciado Pedro Careias. " Here is interred 
the foul of riie Licentiate Peter Garcias." 
The younger of the two ftudents being a 
pert coxcomb, no fooner read this infcription> 
than he cried with a loud laugh, " A good 
joke i'faith! Here is-interred the foul — afoul ■ 
interred !— ^Who the devil couW be the author 
of fiicii a wife epitaph I" So faying, he got 
up and went awayj while his companion, 
who 

C :„l ,. .; l;, CoOijIf 
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■who was bleffed with a greater (hare of pene- 
trarion, faid to himfelf, " There is certainly 
feme myftery in ttiis affair : I'll ftay in order 
to unriddle it." Accordingly, his commdc 
■was no fooner out of fight, then he began ta 
dig with his knife all around the ftoncj and 
fucceeded fo well, that he got it up, and 
found beneath it a leathern purfe, contjuning 
a hundred ducats, and a c*rd, on which 
was written the ft^lowii^ fentence in Latin, 
" Whofoever thou art who haft wic enough 
to difcqvcr the meaning of the infcription, in- 
herit my money, and make a bettef i^ of ic 
than I have done." The feholar, rejoicine at 
his good fortune, placed the ftoift in its fof- 
mer fituation, and walked home to Salamaitca 
with the ibul of the licentiate. 

Of what complexion Ibever thou mayeft 
be, fi-iendly reader, thou wilt cercwnly re- 
femble one of thofe two fcholars: for if thou 
peruleft my adventures^ without perceivinj} 
the moral inftrudions they conbun, thbu wilt 
reap no harveft from thy labour : but if thou 
readell with attention, thou wilt find in them, 
according to the precept of Horace, Profit 
mingled with pleafure. 
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GILBLAS OF Santillane. 

B O O K I. 



Of the birth and education of GilS^t!!' 

MY father. Bias of Santillane, after hav- 
ing carried arms many years for the 
fervice o£ the Spanifli monarchy, 
■retired to the town in which he was born, 
wliere he chofe a wife among the (econd-ratc 
"citizens, who, though flie was no chicken, 
brought me into the world ten months after 
her marri^. — They afterwards "removed 
to Oviedo, where my mother became a 
waiung-woman, and my father Squire • to 

• S<iuirB, or gtii'lsmBn-uffier, in Spjni/h Efiudtro, ii > pftbn 
lh«wiiit«onBl«ly. Formtrly, tietajrt genilemen were entciUinea 
.by ihe nobiliiy fw tbil pyrpofc. They took theit ippcUjiiDS 
fronithofc eminent fquiies whofeofiiee WMto e«ry the fliieU (in 
Spill), called Efrudo) pf their mailer. 

Vol. I. B * a lady:. 



X ADVENTURES OF 

aUdy: and as they^had nothieg-but their 
wages to depend upon, I Ihould have run the 
hazard of being very poorly educated, had it 
not been my good tortune to have a canon for 
my uncle, whofe name was GJl Peres : he 
wis my mother's eldeft brother as • well as my 
god-father, a little man, three feet and an 
half high, exceffive fat, with his head funk, 
between his fhouldersj otherwifc an honelt 
pi'icfl*, whofe chief care was to live well j that 
is to make good cheer ; and his living, which 
was no lean one, fumiihed him with the 
. means. 

He carried me home to his houfe while an 
infant, taking. charge of my education; and 
I appeared fo fptigntly, that he refolved to 
cultivate my genius. With this view he 
•bought for me an horn-book, and undertook- 
(himfelf) to learn me to read^ a talk no Ids 
"iifeful to him than to me : for, in teaching 
me my letters, he had recourfe to his reading, 
which he had always ncgleiled too much: 
and, by dint of application, cnabfed himfclf 
to read his breviary without hefuation ; a qua- 
lification he ha^ never been pofleflcd of be- 
fore. — He had all the inclination in the world 
to inftri;£t me in the Latin tongue alfo, bc- 
caufe it would have been fo much money 
faved to him : but, alas, poor Gil Peres ! he 
had never in his life underftood the rudiments 
of that language, and was, perhaps, (but this 
I do not vouch for a certainty) the moft illite- 
rate canon of the whole chapter.— 1 have beeo 
• told 
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told^ indeed, that he had not obtained his be- 
nificc byhis erudilion; but owed it entirely 
to the- g^titude of fonic pious nuns, for 
jehom he had sited- die part of a zealous 
commUfioner, and by whofe influence the or- 
der of pridlhood had been conferred upon 
him wi^out examination, '■' 

He was therefore obliged to fubjcft me to the 
birch of 3 fchool-mafter, and accordii^ly f_ nc 
tne to the houlc of do£tor Godinez,. who was 
reckoned the moft expert flogger in Ovicdo. 
1 improved foweU underhis inftruftions, that 
tnfive or fix yearsi underftood a little Greek, 
was a pretty good Latin fcholac; and apply* 
itig myftif alio to logic, b^an to argue apace : 
1 was fo rtnich in love with difpute, that 
I ftopped paRengers, known, or unknown, and 
propofed argiuments to them; and iometimes 
hieeting wim Hibernian geniufes, who were 
Very glad .of the occafton, it was a good jcft 
lo. fee us difpUte: by our a^itravagant gelhircsj 
grimace, contortions, our eyes full of fury, 
and our mouths full of foam, one would have 
taken us for" bedlamites rather than philofo- 
idicrs. 

By thefe rteans, however, I acquired the 
reputation of a great fcholaf in town j a cir- 
cumftance that pleafcd my^uncle extremely, as 
he forefaw that I fliould.not be much longer 
an expence to him. — " Harkee, Gil Bias (Jaid 
*' he to me one- day) thou art no longer a 
*' child, and it is high time for a brlfk lad of 
B 2 ** feventecn 
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" feventccn, like thee, to pufli thy fortune in 
*' the world ; I am determined to fend thee to 
*' Salamanca, Trhere, with fuch genius and 
" learning,' thou caiift not fail of obtaining 
" fome good poft : thou (halt have ibmc du- 
" cats in thy pocket to bear thy expenccs on 
" the road; and I will give thee my own 
** mule, which thou maydt fell at Salamanca 
** for ten or twelve piftoles, and live upon 
" the money until thou (halt be fettled to thy 
" fatisfaftion." _ 

' He could not have propofed any thing more 
agreeable to me, for I paflionately longed to 
fee the world: ncvcrthelefs, I' had dii^rttion 
enough to conceal my joy-, and when the 
time of my departure arrived, affefting the 
moil lively forrow at leaving an unde, to 
whom I owed ib many obligations, the honefl: 
man was melted, and gave me more money 
than he would have done, could he have fccn 
to the bottom of my heart. — Before I fat out 
I went to take leave of , my father and mo- 
ther, who enriched me with advice, exhorted 
me to pray to God for my uncle, to live in- 
ofFenfively, to efchew evil, and by all means 
to refrain from ftealing. — After they had held 
forth a good while, they made me a prefent 
of their bleffing, which was ail I cxpcfted 
from them-, and I, mounting my mule bad 
adieu to Oviedo. 
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CHAP. n. 



0/ bis being grievoi^ alarmed in his woy to 
Pentu^hr: Of bis tonduii in that town, 
with aa account ef a per/on who Jupped with 
him. • 

BEHOLD me then in the open field, 
clear of Ovicdo, on the road to Penna- 
flor, mafter of my conduit, of a forty 
mule, and forty good ducats, exclufive of 
fome royals which I had ftokn froni my much 
honoured uncle — The firft thing I did was 
to let my bcafl: go at difcretion, that is, very 
eentlyj and throwing the bridle on her neck, 
lonptied mypurfe mto my hat, andamufed 
nyielf in counting my money : my joy was 
Qccenive ; and as I had never feen fo much 
cafli before, I handled and gazed at it with 
in&tiabte delist. — I h^ reckoned it, per- 
haps, twenty umcs over, when, all of a fud- 
den, my mule raifmg her head, and pricking 
■up her ears, ftopped inthe middle of tne high- 
way. Imagining Ihe was frightened at fome- 
tiling, I looked about to fee what was the 
matter, and perceived upon the ground an 
old hat, turned up, with a rofary of" great 
beads in^it ; at the fame time heard a lament- 
able voice pronounce thefe words : *' Mr. Tra- 
B 3 " veller. 
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** veller, for God's fake» have pity on a poor 
" maimed foldier ; drop, ifyoupleafej a few 
*' bits into the hat, and. you fliarll be rewarded 
*' in heaven."— I turned my eyes immediately 
Oil the lide from whence the voice ifllied, and 
faw, at the root of a buih, about twenty or 

-thirty paces from me, a kind of foldier, who 
upon two crofs-fticks, fupported the barrel of 
a carbine, in my apprehenfion longer than a 
pike, with which he fcemedto take aim at me: 
at this- apparition, which made me quake for 
the church's money, I ftopt fhort, and, pocket- 
ing my ducats in a greathurrv; took out fome 
rials, approaching the hat, that was expofed 

.for the reception of extorted charity, and 
dropped them into.it, one after another, that the 

■beggarmighl fee bow nobly I ufcd him.— 

,He W3s.facisfied with my boufiliy,and gffvemc 

.a benedidion for every kick thaf I beftowcd on 
the fides of my mule, in order to- get out of 
liis reach ; but the pl^y bcaft* regardlefs of 
my impuience, moved not a ftep the fafter, 
having loft the power, of gaUoping, by a 
long habit of carrying m^ imcle at his own 
Icizure. 

I did not look upon this adventure' as a very 
favourable omen for my journey j I confidered 

; that I might meet with fomething ftUl worfe 
before I fhould arrive at Salamanca; and 
could not help blaming my uncle's impru- 
dence, for having negleSed to put me under- ■ 

-thediredionof acarrlcr. This, to be fure, 
was what he ought to have done, but he ima- 
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gined that, by giving n\e his mule, my journey 
would be the lefs cxpenfive ; and he had mort 
regard to that confideration, than to the dan- 
gers I might be expofcd to on the road. — In 
order therefore to repair his mifmanagemenf, 
I determined (as foon as I Ihould arrive at Pen- 
naflor) to fell the .mule, andtake the oppor- 
tunity of a carrier for Aftorga, from whence 
I could tranfeort myfelf to Salanlanca by' the 
fame convenience; iror, although I had never 
been out of Oviedo, I was not ignorant of the 
names of the towns through which I muft 
pafs, having informed mjlelf of thefe things 
before I fet out. 

I arrived in fafety at Pcnnaflor, and, halt- 
ing at the gate of an inn that made a tplera- 
ble appearance, I no fooncr alighted tfi^ the 
landlord came out, and received me with great 
civilityj he untied my portmanteau with his 
own lutftda, and, and throwingit on his Ihoulder, 
conduced me ihto ? room, while one of his 
fcrvants Itti my rnule ihto the ftablc. — ^This 
inmkecperi the greateft talker of the Aftu- 
ries, and as ready to relate his own affMrs, 
wthout being afkcd, as to pry into thofc of 
another, tola me that his name was Andrew 
Corcuelb ; that he had ferved many years in 
thekirig''s army, in qualftyof a farjeanc; and 
had quitted the fcrvicc fifteen months ago^ to 
marry a damfel of Caftrbpol, who (tho* Ihe 
Was a little fwitthy) knew very well how W 
turn the ;penny. ^ He Taid a thoufarid other 
things, wluch I tould havedi^)enfed with the 
■ ' - B 4 hearing 



8 ADVENTURES OF 

hearing of, but after having made me has 
confidant, he thought he had a right to exa£t 
the fame condefcenfion from me; and accord- 
ingly afked whence I came, whither I was 
going, and what I was. — 1 was obliged to an- 
fwer, article by article, becaufe he a£compa> 
nicd every queftion with a profound bow, 
and begged me to excufe his curiofity with 
fuch a refpei5tful air, that I could not refufe 
to fatisfy him in every particular. — This en- 
g^ed.me in a long converfadon with him, 
and gave me occafion to mention my defign, 
and the reafons 1 had for .difpofing of my. 
mule, that I might take the opportunity of a 
carrier. — He approved of my intention, though 
not in 3 \very fuccinft nianjier ; for he repre- 
fcnted all die troublefome acci^ts. that might 
befa^ me on the road, he recounted many dif- 
mal ftories of travellers, and I was , afraid he 
would never have done: he concluded at 
■ length, however, telling me, that if I had a 
mind to feU my mule, he was acquiunted 
with a veiT honeft jockey who would buy her; 
I afllired nim he would oblige me in fending 
for him ; upon which he went iii queft of 
him immediately with great eagemefs.— It 
was not long before he returnd with his man, 
whom he introduced to me as a peribn of ex- 
ceeding honefty, and we went into the yard 
all tc^;ethcr, where my mule was produced, 
and paffed and repaffed before the jockey, who 
examined her from head to foot, and did not 
fail to fpeak very diiadvant^oufly of her. 
-,. I own 
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I own there was not much to be faid in hct: 
praifc; but, however, had it been the pope's- 
muk, he would have found fome defeft in 
her. He affured me, that Ihe had all the 

' faults a, mule could have ; and, to convince 
meof his veracity, appealed to the landlord, 
who, doubtlefs, had his reafons for fupport- 
ing his friend's affemons.—" Well (faid this 
" dealer with an air of indifference) how 
" much money - do you expeft for this 
" wretched animal ?" After the eulogium he 
had beftowed on her» and the atteftation of 
Signer Coraielo, whom I believed to be a. 
man of honefty. and underftandiag^ I would 
have ^ven my mule for nothir^ ; and there- 
fore told him I would rely on his integrity j, 
bidding him appr^fe tlie beaft in his own con- 
fcience, and I would ftand to the valuation,. 

, Upon this he affumed the man of honour, 
and replied, that in engaging his confciencc 
I took him on the weak fide : in good iboth, 
diat did not fecm to be his ftrong iide : for 
inftead of valuing her at ten or twelve piftole% 
as my uncle had done, he fixed the price at 
three ducats, which I accepted with as much 
joy as if I had made an excellent bargain^ 

After having fo advancageoufly difpofcd of 
my mule, the landlord condu6ted nie to a- 
carrier, who was to Jet out the. next day for 
Aftorga. — This muleteer let me- ki-.ow, that 
he would depart before day-break^ and pro- 
mifed to wake me in time, aftt- 'vc ho'} 
agreed upon the price, as well, for tii.; r,iVr f 
Bj, ,::.:.. 
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a mule as for my board on the road ; and 
■when every thing was fettled between usj I 
returned to the inn with Corcuelo, who, Iw- 
the way, b^an to recount the carrier's hif- 
tory ; he told me every circumftance of his 
character in town, and, in Ihort, was going 
to, ftupifyme again with his intolerable lo- 
quacity, when, luckily for trie, a man of a 
pretty good appearance prevented my mis- 
fortune, by accofting him with great civility. 
■^I left them together, and went on, with- 
out fufpedtin^ that I had the leaft concern in 
their cdnverlation. 

■ When I arrived at the inn I called for fup- 
per,- and, it being a meagre day, was fain to 
put up with eggs •, which while they got rea- 
dy, I made up to my landlady, whom Ihad not 
feen before ; fhe appeared handfome enough, 
and withal fd fprightly and gay, that I fhould' 
have concluded (even if her hulband had not 
told me fo) that her houfe was pretty well 
frequented. — When the amlet I had befpoke 
was re^y, I fat down to table by myfelf ; 
and had not yet fwallowed the firft morfel 
when the landlord came in, followed by the 
man who had flopped him in the ftrect. This 
cavalier, who'wore a long fword, and feemed 
to be about thirty years of age, advanced to- 
wards me with an eager air, faying, " Mr. 
*' Student, I am informed that you are that , 
*' Signor Gil Bias of Santillane, who is the 
*' link of philofophy, and ornament of Ovie- 
« do! Is i£ poflibie that you are that mirrqr 
« of 



l;, GOO^k 



G I L B L A S. II 

" of learning, that fublime genius, -wFiofc 
*• reputation is fo greatin thisconntry ?-*— You 
•* know not (continued he, addreffing him.- 
•* lelf to the inn-keeper and his wife) you 
*' knpw not what you poflefs ! You have a 
** treafure in your houfe ! Behold, in this 
1* young gentleman, the eighth wonder of the 
*' world!" Then turning to me, anii throw- 
ing his arms about my neck, " Forgive {cYied 
** he) my tranlports ! I cannot cont^n the 
" joy that your prefence creates!" ■ 

I could not anfwer for fome time, becaufe 
he locked mefo clofcin his arms, that I was 
almoft fufficated for want pf breath} and it 
was not till I had difengaged my head frotii 
his embrace, that I replied; " Signer Cava- 
** lier, I did not think my name was known 

*' at Pennaflor." " Howl knov^n (re- 

** fumed he in his former ftrain) we keep a 
** rcgifterof all ih« celebrated- names within 
" twenty leagues of m : — You* in particular, 
" are looked upon as a prodigy,, and I don't 
** at all doubt that Spain, will one da_y be as 
" proud of you, as Greece was of her feven 
*' fages." Thefe words were followed by- a 
frelh hug, which 1 was enforced to endure,, 
though at the riflt of ftranguiation. With the 
little experience I had^I ought not (o have 
been the dupe of his profefllons and hyperbo- 
lical compliments : I ought to have known^ . 
by his extravagant flattery, that he was one 
of thoft parafites which abound in every towni 
and who, when a ftranger arrives, .introduce 
B 6 theni- 
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themfelves to him, in order to fill their bellies 
at his expence: but my youth and vanity 
made me judge quite otherwife : my admirer 
ajjpeared to me fo much of a gentleman, that 
I invited him to take a fhare of my fupper. 
*' Ah ! with all my foul (cried he) I am too 
" much obliged to my kind ftars for having 
" thrown me in the way of the illuftrious Gil 
" Bias, not to enjoy my good fortune as long 
" as I can ! I have no great appetite (pur- 
" fued he) but I will fit down to bear you 
" company, and eat a mouthful^ purely out 
*' of complaifance." 

So faying, niy pancgyrift took his place 
light over-againft irfe, and, a cover being l:dd 
fot him, attacked the amlet as voraciouQy as 
if he had fafted three whole days : by his 
compliant beginning I forefaw that our difli 
would not laft long, and therefore ordered a 
iecon*! ; which they dreffed with fuch dif- 
patch, tliatltwas fervedjuft as we — or rather 
he — had made an end of the firft. — He pro-' 
cccded on this ,with the fame vigour, and 
found means, without lofing one ftrdce of his 
teeth, to overwhelm me with praifes during 
the whole rcpaft, which made me very wefl 
ple^fed with my iw£et felf. — He dtant in pro- 
portion to his eating -, fometimes to my health, 
ibmctimes to that of my father and mother, 
whcfe happinefe in having filch a fon as mc 
he could not enough admire. -In the mean 
time he plied me with wine, and infilled upon 
my doing him juftice, while 1 toafted heahh 
r for 
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for health-, a circumftatice which, together 
with his intoxicating flattery, put me into fuch 
good humour, that feeing our ietond amlet 
half devoiK-ed, I alked the landlord if he had 
no fiih in the houfe. Signor Corcuclo, who^ 
in all likelihood, had a fellow feeling with 
the parafite, replied, " I have a delicate trout, 
" but thofe who cat it muft pay for the fauce : 
" — 'tis a bit. too dainty for your palate, I 
" doubt."- — " What do you call too dainty? 
*' (faid the fycophant, raifing bis voice) you're 
" awiieacrc, indeed! Know that there is no- ' 
" thing in this houfe too good for Signor Gil 
" Bias, de Santillane, who deftrvcs to be en- 
" tertained like a prince." 

I was plcaled at his laying hold of the land- 
lord's 1^ words,, in which he prevented me, 
who firiding myielf offended,- faid with an 
air of difdain " Produce this trout of your's 
" gaffer Corcuelo, and give youffelf no trouble , 
" about the confequence."' — This was what 
the inn-keeper wanted : he got it ready, and 
ferveditupin atrice. At fight of this new 
difli I could perceive the paralite's eyes fparkle 
wth joy i and he renewed that complaifance 
— I mean for the filh^ which he had already 
Ihown for the eggs. At laft,, however, he 
was obliged to give out, for fear .of accident^ 
being ccammed to the very throat : having 
therefore eaten and drajik his bellyful, he 
thought proper to conclude the farce -by rifing 
from table, and accofting me in ihefe words 
!' Signor Gil Bla^ I am too well fatisfied 
« with 
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'* with yoflr good cheer to kave you, witfi- 
*' out offering an important advice, which 
*' you feem to have great occafion for: hence- 
** forth beware of praife, and be upon your 
*' guard againft every body you do not know. 
*' You may meet with other people inclined 
*' to divert themfelves with your credulity, 
** and perhaps- to pufli things ftiU farther j 
•' but don't be duped again, nor believe your- 
** felf (though they ftiould fweai- it) theeighth 
*' wonder of the world." — So faying, he 
laughed in my face and ftalked away. I was 
as much affeAed by this bite as I have fince 
been by misfortunes of far greater conJe- 
quence. — I' could not forgive myfelf for hav- 
ing been fq grofly impofed upon •, or rather^ 
I was fliocked to find my pride fo humbled : 
" How ! (faid I to myfelf) has the traitor 
" then made a jeft of me? His defign in 
*' accofting my landlord in the ftreet was 
" only to pump him: or perhaps they un- 
** deriland one another ! Ah ! fimple Gil Bias ! 
" Go hang thyfelf for ihame, for having given 
** fuch raicals an opportunity of turning thee 
" into ridicule ! I fuppofe they will trump up 
*' a fine ftory of this affair, which will reach 
■ •• Oviedo, and doubtlefs do thee a great deal 
" of honour; and make thy parents repent 
*' their havii^ thrown away fo much good 
" council on an afs : inftead of exhorting" mc 
*' not to wrong any body, they ought to have 
" cautioned me ^ainft the knavery of the 
** world !" Chagrined with thek mortifying 
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refleftions, and inflamed with refentment, I 
locked myfclf in my chamber, and went to 
bed, where, however, I did not fleep j for, be- 
fore 1 could clofe my eyes, the carrier came 
to let me know that he was ready to fct out, 
and only waited for m^ : I got up inftantly, 
and while I put on my clothes Corcuelo 
brought me a bill, in which, I.affurc you, the 
trout was not forgotten : and I was not only 
obliged to gratify his exorbitance, but I had 
alio the mortification to perceive, while I 
counted the money, that the farcaftick knave 
remembCTcd my adventure. After having 
paid fauce for a fupper, which I had fb ill 
digfefted, I went to the muleteer with my 
bags, wifliing the parafite, the inn-keeper, 
and his inn, at the cfevil. 

CHAP. III. 

(Ythe carrier^ s temptation on the ready and its 
tenftquence — How Gil Bias, in attempting to 
get out of the frying pmiy feU into the fire. 

I Was not the only perfon who travelled with 
the carrier, there being in company two 
children belonging to a gentleman at Penna- 
flor, a Uttle ftrolling ballad-finger of Mondo- 
nedo, and a young tradefman of Aftorga^ 
who was bringing home a girl whom he had 
married at Verco. We became acquainted 
with one another prefently, and every one, 
in a very fbort time, told whence he came,, 
and whither he was going. — The new married 
lady 



i6 ADVENTURES OF 

lady was fo ftupid and tawny, that I had no 
great pleal'ure In looking at her; but hef 
youth and plumpnefs had 'a diiFerent efieit 
upon the carrier, who refolved to make an at- 

. tempt upon her inclinations: He fpeht the 
whole day in projefting this noble dclign, the 
execution of which hedeferred until we Ihould 
arrive at our lafl: ftage, which happened to be 
at Cacabelps. He accordingly made us alight 
at the firft inn we came to, a houfe fituated 
rather in the country than the town, the 
landlord of which he knew to be a complai- 
fant and difcreet perfon. He took care to 
have us condudsd into a remote apartment, 
where he allowed us to fup in trlnquillity ;, 
but when our meal was ended, he entered, 
with a furious loook, crying " Blood andoons I 
" I am robbed of one hundred piftoles, which 
" I had in a leathern bag, and I miift find 
" them immediately j otherwife I will apply 
" to the magiftrate of the* place, who is no 
*f jckcT in thefc matters, and have you all put 

■ " to the rack, 'till fuch time as you ronfefs 
" the crime and reftore the money/' Having, 
pronounced thefe dreadful words with a very 
natural air^ he went out,, leaving us all in the 
utmoft conflemation. 

As we were ftrangers to each, other, none 
Qf us had the leaft fufpicion of the fineffe^ 
for my own part, I fufpefted that the poor 
ballad-finger had done the deed ■, and perhaps 
he had the fame opinion of me. Befides, we 
*ere all raw foolsi utterly ignorant of the 
for- 
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formalities ufedinfuch cafes, and believed in 
good earned, that the procefs would be be- 
gun by putting us all to torture. — Giving 
way therefore to our fear, we evacuated the 
room in a great hurry, fome running into the 
ftreet, others flying into tKe garden, and every 
one betaking himfcif to his heels for (afety. 
Among the reft the young tradefmwi of Aftor- 
ga, as mucf\ fcaredasany of usatthethoughts 
of the tprture, made his efcape, like another 
^neas, without incommoding himfelf with his 
"wife, — It wasthen that the carrier (as I have 
fince learned) more incontinent tlun his mules, 
and oveijoyed to fee his toatagem._ fucceed acr 
,c(wrding to his expeftation, went to the bride, 
boafted of his own ingenuity, and eifdeavour.- 
ed to profit by the occasion: — but this Lu- 
crece of .the Auftriesy to whom the villanoUs 
afpe£t of her temtper loit new ftrength, made 
a vigorous rcfiftance,. and fcreanncd moft powr 
■ erfinly. Thepatrole, which happenedat that 
inftant to pals by, the houfe, that they knew 
d?ferved thar attention, went irt and demand- 
ed the reafons of thofe cries; upon which the 
landlord; who fat fuiging in the kitchin, and 
pretended to know nothing of the matttr, 
was obliged ,to conduct the officer and his 
guard into the chamber of the perfon who 
made the noife. — They arrived very fcafonablvi 
the chafte Afturian being quite exhaufedj 
and the commander (who was none of the 
moft delicate people in the world) perceiving 
what v/as the matter, gave the amorous mule- 
teer 
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teer a wooden ^lutation with the handle of 
his halbert, addrefling him at the fame time 
in terms- as inconfiftent with modefty as the 
aftion that fuggefted them. — This was not all : 
he apprehended the criminal, and carried him 

before the judge, together with his accufer ; 
who, notwithftandliig her diforder, would have 
gone of herfelf to crave juftice for the out- 
rage that was cCMnmitted upon her. The ma- 
girtrate having . heard, and attentively con- 
fidered the caUle, found the defendant guilty, 
caufed him to be ftripped and fcourged m his 
|)refehce-, and ordefed that if the hufband 
<sF ihe plantiffftiould not appear before next 
day, flie- ilhbnld be cTcorted to Aftorga by twd 
JlOrfemen kt the charge 6f the dclinq^tifent.- 

■ As for ihe, more terrified, jieriiaps, than 
the reft,, I got fhto the eountry, and croJTmg, 
I don't know how many fields and heaths, 
SAd leaping all thti ditches I found in my way, 
f arrived at lift at the fide* of a wocw, and ■ 
\rasjuft goii^ into it, with a view "of con- 
dealmemyfclf in forhe thicket, when, aH- of 
a fiidifcn two men on horicback appeared bcr- 
fore me, and called, " Who goes there?" 
As my furprifc hindered me from making 
immediate anfwer, they advanced,- and each 
clapping a piftol to my throat, commanded 
liie to tell who I was, whence I camc^ niy 
bufinefsin that forett, and above all things, 
to hide nothing ffom them. — To thefe in- 
terrogations, the manner of which fecmed to 
mc equal to the rack with which^ the carrier 
ha4 
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had threatened us, I replied, that Iwas a lad 
of Oviedo, going t& Salamanca; recounted 
the alatm we Had undergone, and confeflcd, 
that the fear of being put to the torture had 
induced me to run away.— They burft out in* 
to a loud laugh at this difcovery, which ma- 
nifefted the fimplicity of my heart ; and one 
of them faid, " Take courage friend ; come - 
*' alpng with us, and fear nothing ; we will 
" put thee in a place of fafety." So faying, 
he made me get up behind him, and then we 
retreated into the wood.- ; 

Though I did not know what to make " of 
this recouhter, I ^id not prefage anything 
bad from it; for (faid I to" |n^lf) ' if theie 
Jaeople were thieves, they would'havc robbid, 
and perhaps murdered me, at once ; they inuft 
certainly be honed gentlemen, who live hard 
by, and who, leeing tne in a panic, hav? 
pity on my condition, and CMry me hom^ 
with them out of chanty-^But T did ricrt: 
long remain in fufpence; for, after feveral 
"windings and turnings, which we performed- 
in great lilence,' we came to the foot of i 
hill, where we alighted ; and one of the 
horfemen faid to me, '* This is our dwelling- 
** .place." I looked around, but could petp 
ceive neither hou^, hut, nor the leaft ap^ 
pearance of any habitation : nevcrthelefs thefc 
two men lifted up a huge wooden trap-door, 
covered with earth and brambles, which con- 
cealed the entrance of a long ihelving paflage 
under ground^ into which the horfes went of 
thcm- 
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themfelves, like beafts that -were ufed to itj 
while the cavaliers, taking the fame path) 
made me follow them : then lowering the co^ 
ver, with cords faftened to the infide for that 
purpofe, behold, the worthy kinfman of my 
uncle Peres, caught like a moiife in a trap. 

CHAP. IV. ; 

•ji dtfcription sf the fuhterranean bahrtation, ani^ 
of what Gil Bias ohfirved therein. 

I Now difCovered my ficuation, and any one 
may eafily believe that this difcovery effec- 
tually difpelled my former fear : a terror more 
mighty and better founded took pollenion of 
my foul ! I laid my account with loling 
my life as well as my ducats ; and lookii^ 
upon myfetf as a viftim led to the altar, 
walked (more dead than alive) between my 
two conduftoi^, who, feeling me tremble, ex- 
horted me in vain to fear nothing. — When, wc 
had gone about 200 paces, turning and de- 
fcending all the way, we entered into a ftable, 
lightedby two great iron lamps, hanging from 
the arch above. Here I faw plenty of ftraw, 
and a good many caflcs full of provender: 
there was room enough' for twenty horfes : 
but at that time there were only the two that 
we brought along With us, which an old ne- 
gro, who feemed vigorous for his years, 
was tying to a rack. — We went out of the 
liable, and by die difmal glimmer of fomc 
lamps, that fcemed to enlighten the place, 
only 
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only to" (how the horrors of it, came K> a 
kitchin, where an old cook-maid was bufy in 
broiling fteaks, and providing for fupper.— 
The kitchin was adorned with all neceflary 
utendls, and hard by there was a larder florea 
with all forts of provifions. — The cook (fori 
muftdraw her pi^rc) was a pcrfon fome- 
what turned of fikty: in her youth thtf hair 
of her head had been red as a carrot-, for 
time had not as yet fb much bleached it, but 
diat one might ftill perceive fome {hades of 
its primitive colour : (he had an olive com- 
pkxioh, a chin pointed and prominent, with 
lips fallen in, a huge aquiline nofe that hung 
over her mouth, and eyes that ilamed in 
purple. 

" Well, dame Leonarda (faid one of the 
" gentlemen, prcfenting mc to this fair angel , 
*' of darknefs) here's a young man we have 
*' brought for you." Then turning to me, 
and obfcrving me pale and difmayed, " Friend 
" (faid he) oanifh thy fear ; we wiH do thee 
*' no harm — Having occalion for a fervant to 
" aflift our cook-maid, we met with thee, 
" and happy is it for thee we did : thou flialt 
" here fupply the place of a young fellow, 
" wholet himfelf die about fifteen days ago: 
" he was a lad of a very delicate complexion j 
** but thou -feemeft to be more robuft, and 
" wilt not die fo foon : indeed thou wilt never 
'* fee the light of the fun again ; but in lieu 
" o£ that, thou Oialt have good cheer, and a 
" roufmg fire : Thou fhalt pafs thy time 
" with 
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*' with Leonarda, who isia very gentle Cffia- 
^' ture, :and enjoy all thy little conveniences; 
". 1 will ihew the« (added he) that thou hait 
^' not got among be^ars." With -thefe words 
he took up a flambeau, and, bidding me follow 
him, carriedme into a cellar, where I law an 
infinite number of bottles 3!j,djars well corked, 
which (he told me) were filled with excellent 
!wine. He atterwai^ds. made me pals through 
divers apartments, jbme of which contained 
bales of linen, others of filks and ftuffs : in 
pne I perceived gold and filver, apd 4, great 
quantity of plate in different cupboards. — ■ 
.Then I followed him into a larg? hall - illu- 
minated by three branches of copper, which 
alfo gave light to the rooms that coratnu- 
nicated with it : hei* he put frefti qUeftions to 
me -, afked my name and reafon for leaving 
Oviedo; and when I had fatisfied his curiofity 
.in thefe particulars, " Well, Gil Bias, (iaid 
** he) fmcc thy dcfi^ in quitting the place 
"of thy nativity was to obtaitl feme, good 
" poft, thou muft certainly have been bom 
*' with a' call upon thy head ; becaufe thou 
*' haftfallen into our hands, — I -have already 
*' told thee that thou Ihalt live here in afflu- 
•' ence and roll upon gold Eifid filver; nay 
" rnore, thou flialt be fife j for. fuch is . ilw 
•* contrivance of tlus retreat, that the officers 
" of the holy brotherhood may come into the 
*' wood an hundred times without difcovering 
*' it. The entry is unknown to every living 
** foul, except me and my comrades : per- 
" hap» 
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' haps >thou wilt wonder how it could be 

* executed without beitiff jierceivcd by the 
' people in the neighbourhood ! Know then 
' my lad, that this is not a work of our hands, 
' but was made many years ago : for after 
' the Moors had got pofleffion of Grenada, 
' Arragon, and almoft the whole of Spain, 
' the Chriftians, rather -than -fubmit to the 
' yoke of inRdels, Aed and conc^aUd them* 
' ielves in this country, in Bifcay, and ii^ 
' the Aftures, whither the valiant Don Pela- 
' gio retired : fugitires, and difperfed in 
' Anall numbers, they lived in. mountains 

* and woods, fome lurked in caves, and 

* others contrived many fubterranean abodes; 
' of which number this is one. tisving af- 

* .terwards been fo lucky as to drive ttheif 
' enemies out of Spain, they returned into 
' the towns j and, fince that time, their re- 
' treats have ferved for afylums .to pec^le of 
' our profeflion. 'Tis true, indeed, the holy 
' brotherhood • have difcovcred and deftroy- 

* ed fome of them ; but there are ftill plenty 

* remaining} and (thank heaven) I have 

* lived here in fafety near fifteen years : my 

* name is Capt. Rolando : I am the chief pf the * 
' company, and he whom thou fawcft with 

* me, is one of my gang. ' 
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e H A p. V. 

Of the arrival ef more thieves in the fuiterranean 
baiitationy and the agreeable eenverfation that 
happened among them. 

SIGN OR Rolando had fcarcc done Ipealdng, 
when fix new faces appeared in the halli 
thefe were the lieutenant with five of the com- 
pany, who returned loaded with booty, which 
conlifted of two hampers full of fugar, cin- 
namon, pepper, dried figs, almonds, and rai- 
fjns i the lieutenant, addreffing himfelf to the 
captain, told him, that he had taken thefe 
hampers from a grocer of Benavento, whofc 
mule he had alfo carried off. "When he had 
g^ven an account of his expedition to his fu- 
perior, the piU^ of the grocer was ordered 
into the ftore, and it was unanimoufly ^rced 
to make merry. A table being covered in 
the great hall, I was fent back into the kitchen, 
where dame Leonarda inftruftcd me in the 
nature of my office j and, yielding to neceffity, 
(fince my cruel fate had (o ordained) I fup- 
prefled my forrow, and prepared myfelf lor 
" the fervice of thofe worthy gentlemen. 

Myfirft effay was on the fide-board, which 
I adorned with filver cups, and many ftone-i 
bottles of that good wine which Signer Ro 
lando had prai£d fo much. I afterwardi 
- brought in two ragouts, which were no fbom • 
ferved, than the wliole company fat down 1 1 
eat. They began with 3 good appetite, whil 1 
I ftooe. 
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I' ftood behind, ready to fupplf them with 
wine; and acquitted myfelf ib handfomely, 
that I had the honour to be complimented up- 
on my behaviour. The captain recounted 
my ftory in a few words, which afforded a 
good deal of diverfion, and afterwards ob- 
ferved that I did not want merit : but I was 
at that time cured of my vanity, and could 
hear myfelf praifed without danger. Not one 
of them was filent on the fubjeft ; they faid I 
fcemed born to be their cmj-bearer; that I 
was worth an hundred of my predeceflbr j 
and although dame Leonarda (fince his death) 
hadbeen honoured with the office of prefent- 
ing neiflar to thofe infernal gods, they de- 
prived her of that glorious employment, with 
which they invefted me, like a young Gany- 
mede fucceeding an ancient Hebe. 

A great dilh of roaft meat, ferved up after 
the ragouts, finilhed the repaJj of thole gor- 
mandizing thieves, who drinking in propor- 
tion to their gluttony, foon became frolick- 
fome, made a heliilh noifc, and fpoke all to- 
gether: one began a ftory, another broke a 
jeft, a third fhouted, a forth fung: fo that 
there was nothing but riot and confufion ! At 
length Rolando, tired of a fccne in which he . 
was fo little regarded, called (with a voice 
that filenced the whole company) " Gentle- 
'* men, I have i propofal to make : inftead 
*' of ftunning one another in this manner, by 
" fpeaking all togiether, would it not be bet- 
" ter to entertain ourfelves like reafonable 

Vol. I. C ." crca- 
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" creatures ? There is a thought come into 
*' my head : fince the turiC of our iifrociation, 
*' we have never had the curiofityto know 
" what families we are derived from, and by 
" what train of adventures we have been fe- 
" verally led to embrace this way of life : as 
•* thefe things feem worthy io be known, let 
*' us, for ov.r diverfion, communicate them to 
*• one another," The lieutenant, and the reft, 
as if they had fomething very entertaining to 
relate, embraced, with great ,demonftrations 
of joy, the propolal of. their chief, who be- 
gan his own hiftory in thelc words. 

" Gentlemen, you niuft know ,lhat I am 
the only fon of a rich citizen of Madrid j the 
day of my birch was celebrated in the family 
by vaft rejoicings ; my father, pretty well 
ftricken jn years, was ravifhed at fight of an 
heir, and my mother undertook to fuckle me 
at her own breafts ; her father, who was ftill 
alive, was a good old man, who meddled 
v/iih nothing but his beads, and recounted his 
own warlike- exploits, jiaving been many years 
in the army ; fo that becoming infenfibly the- 
idol of ihcie tliree perfons, I was inceflantly 
dandled in their arms. Left ftudy fliould fa- 
tigue me in my tender years, I was allowed to 
fpend them in the mofc childlfh amufements; 
my father obli;rving that children ought not 
to apply ferioufly to any thing, until time 
ihculd have ripened the underftanding. In 
■ cxpeftation of this maturity, 1 neiclier learned 
Jo read nor write, but neverthelcfs, made 
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good iife of my time: for my father taught 
me a thouland different games : I became pcr- 
fedlly acquainted with cards* was no ftranger 
to dice -, and my grandfather filled my head 
with romantick ftories of the milatary expedi- 
tions in which he had been concerned. He 
fung" the fame catches over and over, and 
when I had got ten or twelve lines by heart, 
by dint of hearing them repeated for three 
months together, my memory became a fub- 
jeft for admiration to my parents, who feem- 
ed no lefs fatisfied with my genius. When- 
profiting by the liberty I enjoyed of fpeaking 
what came uppermoft, I ufed to interrupt 
their difcourfe with my nonfenfical prattle — 
" Ah! what a charming creature it is!" 
(would my father cry, looking at me with in- 
cxprelTible delight) while my mama over- 
whelmed me with careffes, and my old grand- 
fire wept with joy. 1 committed, in their 
prefence, the moft indecent adiions with im- 
punity : every thing was forgiven; and in 
Ihort, they adored me. In the mean time, 
having attained my twelfth year, without Ijeing 
put to fchool, a mafter was at length pro- 
vided : but he received precife orders to in- 
ftruft me without ufmg any violence, being 
only permitted to threaten me fometimes, with 
a view of infpiring me with awe. This per- 
miflion had not the moft falutary effefts upon 
me, who either laughed at his menaces, or, 
with tears in my eyes, went and compla'ried 
to ,my mother and grand-papa of his bar- 
C 2 barlty^ 
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barity. It was in vain for the poor devil to 
deny the accufalion : he was looked upon as a 
tyrant, and my aflertion always believed, in 
fpite of his remonftrance. I happened one 
day to fcratch myfelf, upon which, fetting up 
my pipes, as if he had flayed me, my mother 
came running in, and turned my maflrer out 
of doors, though he prolcfted and took hea- 
ven to witnefs, ;hat he had never touched my 
fkin. 

In the fame manner I got rid of all my 
preceptors, until fuch an, one as I wanted pre- 
lented hitfifelf j this was a bachelor of Al- 
cala: an excellent tutor for a perfon of 
faJhion's child ! he was a lover of play, wo- 
men, and wine, confequently the fittefl: perfon 
in the world for me. The firft thing he fet 
about was to gain my afFeftion, In which he 
fucceeded, and by thefe means, gained the 
love of my parents, who left me entirely to 
his management: indeed they had no caufe 
to repent of their confidence ; for, in a very 
little time he made me perfeft in the know- 
ledge of the world : by dint of carrying me 
along with him to the places he frequented, 
I imbibed his tafie fo well, that, except in 
Latin I became an univerfal proficient; and 
when I found I had no further occafion for 
his inftruftions, he went to o&r them elfe- 
were. 

If during my childhood I h^d lived pretty 
- freely, it was quite another thing when I be- 
came matter of ray own aftions: I every mo- 
ment 
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ment ridiculed my parents, who did nothing 
but laugh at my fallies, which were the more 
agreeable, the more infolence they contained. 
Mean while I committed all kinds of de- 
bauchery, in' the company of other young 
men of the fame difpolttion ; and as our pa- 
rents did not fupply us with money fufficient 
to fupportfuch a delicious life, every one pil- 
fered what he could, at his own home i but that 
being alfo infufficient, we began to rob in the 
dark; when, unfonunately, the corregidor 
got notice of us, and would have caufed us 
to be apprehended, had we not been informed 
of his treacherous defign. Upon which we 
confulted our fafety in flight, and transferred 
the fcene of our exploits to the highway. 
Since which time, gcntiemen, God has given 
me grace to grow old in my profeflion, in 
Ipite of the dangers to which it is expofed." 

Here the captain left off fpeaking, and the 
lieutenant, taking his turn, began with, " Gen- 
tleman, an education quite oppofite to that of 
Signor Rolando has, ncverthelefs, produced 
the fame effeft. My father was a butcher of 
Toledo, reckoned the greateft brute in the 
whole city, and my mother's difpofition not 
much more gentle. While I was a child, 
they whipped me, as if it had been through 
emulation, at the rate of a thoufand ftripes a 
day : the leaft fault I committed was attended 
with the moft fevere chaftifement; and it was 
in vain for me to aflc pardon, with tears in 
my eyes, and proteft that 1 was forry for 
C 3 what 
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what I had done ; far from being forgiven, I 
wasofcen puniflied without a caufc; while my 
father belaboured me, my mother (as if he 
had not exerted himfelf) inftead of interceed- 
ing for her child, frequently came to his af- 
fiftance. This treatment infpired me with fuch 
averfion for my paternal habitation, that I 
ran away before I had attained my fourteenth 
year, and taking the road of Arragon, went 
to Saragofa, fubfifting on charity by the way. 
Ttiere 1 conforted with beggars, who led a 
pretty comfortable life ; they taught me to 
counterfeit blindnefs, to appear lame, and 
affliift my limbs with fictitious ulcers, &c. 
In the morning (like players, who difguife 

" themfelves in order to appear upon the ftage) 
we prepared ourfelves for the different parts 
we intended to a&, and every one ran to his 
poft : in the evening we met again, and en- 
joyed ourfelves all night at the expence of 
thofe who had compaflion on us in the day. 
Tired however of living among thofe wretches, 
and ambitious of appearing in a higher fphcre, 

, I afibciated myftlf with fome knights of the 
poft, who taught me a great many ftratagems; 
but we were, in a veryfhort time, obliged to 
quit Saragofa, having quarrelled witha certain 
juftice, whofe protection we had enjoyed. 
Everyone took his own courfe: for my own 
part, I engaged myfelf in a company of brave 
fellows who put travellers under contribu- 
tion, and liked their manner of living fo well, 
that hitherto, I have never felt the leaft in- 
clination 
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clination to feek another : I am therefore* 
gentlemen, very much obliged to the baj'ba- 
rity of my parents ; for, had they treated me 
a little leis favagely, inftead of being an ho- 
nourable lieutenant, I Ihould have been 
doubtlefs at this day a miferable butcher." 

The next that fpokc was a young thief, 
who, fitting between the captam and lieu- 
tenant, faid, " Gentlemen, theftories we have 
heard, are neither fo. complicated, nor fo cu- 
rious as mine: I owe my being to a peafanfs 
wife, who lived in the neighbourhood of Se- 
ville : three weeks after fhe had' brought me 
into the world (being ftill young, handfome, 
and healthy) it was propofed to her, to nurfe 
a man of quality's only fon lately born in 
Seville : this propofal my mother chearfuUy 
accepted, and went to fetch the child, which 
being committed to her care, Ihe no iboner 
brought it home to her houfe, then perceiv- 
ing fome fmall refemblance between us, ftie 
was tempted to make me pafs for the infant 
of quality, in hopes that Ihe ftiould one' day 
be well rewarded by me, for that kind office; 
tny father, who w^s not more fcrupulous than 
his neighbours, approved of the deceit; fo 
that after having made us exchange our 
fwaddling-clothes, the fon of Don Rodrigo 
de Herrera was fent to another nurfe untkr 
my lume, and my mother fuckled me under 
his. 

Notwithftanding all the fine things that are 

faid of inftinft and the forge of blood, the 
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little gentleman's parents fwallowed the change 
with great eafe : they had not the Icaft fuf- 
picion of the trick that was played upon 
them ; for, till I was fevcn years old, I was 
fcarceever out of their arms. Their inten- 
tion being to make me a complete cavalier, 
all forts of mafters were provided ; but I had 
no great inclination for the exerciles I learned ; 
and ftill lefs relilh for the fciences they ex- 
plained : I loved much bettei- to game with 
the fervants, for whole company I frequent- 
ed the kitchen and ftable ; but play was not 
long my predominant paffion ; for- before I 
was feventcen years of age, I got drunk daily, 
feduced all the women in the houfe, but at- 
tached myfelf chiefly to the cookmaid, wha 
feemed to merit my principal regard : (he was 
a fat jolly wench, wnofe pleafantry and fleek- 
nefs plealed me much i and I made love to 
her with fo little circumfpeftion, that Don 
Rodrigo himfelf perceived it. He reprimand- 
ed me ftiarply, reproached me with the bafe- 
nefs of my inclinations, and, left the fight of - 
this amiable object Ihould render his remon- 
ftrances ineffcftual, turned my princefs out of 
doors. 

I was difgufted at this piece of condud, 
for which I refolved to be revenged: with 
this view, I ftole his lady's jewels, and run- 
ning in queft of my fair Helen, who had re- 
tired to the houfe of a waflierwoman of her 
acquaintance, I carried her off, at noon-day, 
to the end tliat nobody might be ignorant of 
my 
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my paffion. That was not all : I condiidted 
her into her own country, where I married 
her in a folemn rnanner, that I might not on- 
ly give Herrera the more vexation, but alfo 
afford fuch a worthy example to the children 
of noblemen. Three months after my mar- 
riage, I was informed of Don Rodrigo's death -, 
a piece of news I did not receive with indif- 
ference; but repairing inftantly to Seville, in 
order to demand his eftate, I found things 

* ftrangely altered ! My mother, who was dead, 
had Men filly enough, on her death bed," to 
confeis the whole affair, in preience 'of the 
curate of the vill^, and other credible wit- 
nelles; in conlequence of which, the'triie fon 
of Don Rodrigo was already in poffeffion of 
my place or rather of his t)wn ; and had been 
received with the more joy, on account of 
their being diflatisfied with me. Wherefore, 
having nothing to expeft from that quarter, 
and no longer feeling inclination for my 
fat fpoufe, I joined fome gentlemen of the 
road, with whom I began my expeditions." 

The young robber having ended his ftory, 
another informed us, " That he was the fon 
of a merchant at Burgos, and, prompted by 
an indifcreet devodon, had taken the habit 

- and profeffed a very auftere order, from which, 
in a few years, he apoftatizcd." In fhort, 
thefe fight higwaymen fpoke in their turns, 
3uid when I had heard them all, I was not at 
all furprifed to find them together. The dif- 
courfe was afterwards changed ; they brought 
C 5 upon 
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upon the carpet feveral projefts for the next 
excurfion: and after having come to a de- 
tennination, got up from table, in order ta 
go to relt. Having lighted their wax candles, 
and withdrawn, I followed captain Rolando 
inta his chamber, where while I helped to- 
undrefs him, " Weil, Gill Bias (faidhe)thou 
" fceft how we live: we are ^ways merry,. 
** and hatred and envy never get footing 
" ajnong us; we never have the leaft quarrel 
, *' with one another, but are more united than. 
" a convent of monks : thou wilt, my child 
^' (purfued he) lead a very agreeable life in 
" this place S for I don't believe thee fool 
** enoiigh to Ix^gle at hving with robbers :■ 
« eh ! doft thou think there are any honefter 
" people in the world than we ; no, my lad,. 
" every one loves to prey upon his fellows ■, 
*' it is an univerfal principle, though varioufly 
" exerted: conquerors (for example) feize 
" upon the territories of tlieir neighbours, 
** people of quality borrow without any in- • 
" tention of repaying; bankers, treafurers, 
*' exchange-brokers, clerks, and all kinds of 
*' merchants, great and fmall, are not a ,whit 
'* more confcientious. As for your limbs of 
" the law, I need not mention them; every 
" body knows what they can do ; I mull own, 
*' however that they are fomewhat more hu- 
" manethan-wei for we often put innocent 
" people to death, and, they fometimes fave 
« the lives of the giulty/' 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Of the attempt ef Gil Bias to make bis efcape^ 
and the fuccejs thereof. 

WHEN the captain of the thieves had 
made his apology for his profeffion, 
he went to bed, and I returned into the hall, 
where J uncovered the table, and put every 
thing in order; froirf thence I went into the 
kitchen, where Domingo (fo was the old ne- 
gro called) expefted me to flipper. Though 1 
had no appetite, I fat down with them; out 
as I could not eat, antl appeared as melancholy 
as I had caufe to be fo, thefe two. apparitions, 
equally qualified, undertoolc to give me con- 
folation ; " Why do you afRidt yourfelf, child ? 
■* (faidthe old lady:) You ought rather to 
" rejoice at your good fortune, — You are 
*' young, and feem to be of an eafy temper -, 
" confequently would have been, in' a little 
" time, loft in the world : there you would 
" have fallen into the hands oi libertines, 
" who would have engaged you irt all manner 
*' of debauchery: whereas here your inno- 
" cence finds a lecuce haven," — " Dame 
" Leonarda is in the right (faidthe old black- 
*' a-moor with great grawity) a-nd let me add,. 
'* the world is full of affliftion : thank hea- 
*• ven, therefore my friend, for having de- 
" livered thee all at onc£ from the dangers,, 
"^ difficulties, and mi!ery of life." . 

C 6 IbQCC: 
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I bore their difcourfe with patience, becaufe 
to fret myfelf would have done me no fer- 
vice : at laft Domingo, having eaten and 
drank plentifully, retired into the ftablc; 
while Leonarda, with a lamp in her hand, 
conduced me into a vault, which ferved as a 
burying-placc to the robbers who died a na- 
tural death, and in which I perceived a mifer- 
able truck-bed, that looked more like a 
tomb than A couch : " Here is your bed- 
*' chamber (faid ftie;) the lad, whofe place 
'* you haVe the good fortune to fupply, flept 
*' here as long as he lived among us •, and 
*' now that he is dead refts in the fame place. 
*' — He nipt away in the flower of his age; 
** I hope you will not be fo fimple as to fol- 
" low his examle." So faying, Ihe put the 
light into my hand, and returned mto her 
kitchen ; while I, fetting the lamp upon the 
ground, threw myfelf upon the bed, not fo 
much in expcdtation of enjoying the leaft re- 
pofe, as with a view to indulge my melan- 
choly refleftion. *' O heavens (cried I,) was 
■ *' ever deftiny fo terrible as mine ! I am ba- 
*' nifhed from the fight of the fun ; and, as 
** if it was not enough to be buried alive at " 
" the ^e of eighteen, I am moreover con- 
*" demned to fervc thieves, to fpend the day 
*' among highwaymen, and the niglit among ■ 
V'the dead!" I wept bitterly over thefe fug- 
geftions," which feemed to me — and were m 
efFeft, extremely (hocking. A thoufand times 
I curled my uncle's dcfign of fending me to 
Sala- 
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Salamanca : I repented of my flying from 
. juftice at Cacabclos, and even wiihea I had 
fubmiited to the torture.— But recollecting 
that I confumed myfelf in vain complaints, 
to no purpofe, I b^an to think of feme 
means by which I might efcapc. " What f 
** (faid I to myfelf) is it then impoffible todc- 
'* liver myfelf! the thieves arc afleep, the 
" cook-maid and nt^ro will be in the fame 
" condition prefently : can't I, while tiiey are 
'* all quiet, by the help of my lanp, find 
** out the pafiage through which I delcended 
'* to this infernal abode ? 'Tis true, indeed, 
'* I dont think myfelf ftrong enough to lift 
*' the trap-door that covers the entry, but 
*' however, that I may have nothing to re- 
*' proach myfelf with, I will try: my de- 
"-fpairwill, perhaps, fupply mewith ftrength, 
*' and who knows but I may accomplilh it ?" 
Having then projcfted this great defign, I 
got up when I imagined Leonardo and Do- 
mingo were at rcfti and taking the lamp in 
my hand, went out of the vault, rccemmend- 
ing myfelf to the faints in heaven. — It was 
not without great difficulty that I found again 
all the windings of this new labyrinth, and 
and arrived at the door of the fl:able-, whereat 
IjUI, perceiving the paffage I was in fearch of, 
I went into it, advancing towards the trap 
with as much nimblenefs "^s joy: — but, alas ! 
in the middle of the entry I met with a curfed 
iron grate, faft locked, and co'nliiting of ftrong 
bars fo clofe tooncanother, thail could fcarce 
thruft 
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thruft my hand between them. I was con- 
founded at the fight of this new obffacle, which 
I had not obferved when I came in, the grate 
being then open : I did not fail, however, to 
feel me bars and examine the lock, which I 
even attempted to force-, when, all of a fud- 
den, I felt a-crois my (boulders five or fix 
hearty thwacks with a bull's pizzlc ! upon 
which I uttered fuch a dreadful yell, that the 
whole cavern echoed with the Ibund-, and 
looking behind me, perceived the old negro 
in his mirt, with a dark lantern in one hand^ 
and the inftrument of his execution in the 
other. " Ah ha! Mr. Jackanapes (faid he) 
** you want to imke yoiu- efcape, hah ? You. 
** mult not imagine that I am to be -caught 
** napping. — I heard you all the while. — I 
*' fuppofe you thought the grate was open, 
*' didn't you ?— Know, my boy, that hence- 
*' forth thou (halt always find it ihut ; and 
" that when we detain any body here, againft 
*' his inclination, he mull be more cunning 
•' than thou, if he ever gets off," 

In the mean timetwo or three of the thieves, 
ftarting out of their fleep at the noile of my 
cries, and believing that the holy brotherhood 
was coming foufc upon them, got up in a 
hurry and darmed their companions. In an 
iiiftant all were a-foot, and, feizing their 
fwords and carabines, advanced half naked to 
the place where Domingo chaftifed me; but 
they no foono- underftood the caufe of the. 
noile they had heardj . thaa their uneafmefe 
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was changed into fits of laughter. — *• How» 
" Gil Bias (faid the apoftate thief to me) 
** thou haft not been here fix hours, and 
*' want's to take thy leave of us already i 
** fure thou muft have a great averfion to a 
*' retired life, hah? What would'ft thou do 
" if thou wert aCarthufian friar? Go to bed j 
*' thou art quit for once, on account of the 
** ftripes Domingo has beftowcdon thee; but 
'* if ever thou Ihould'ft make another effort 
** to efcape, by St. Bartholomew ! we will flay 
** thee alive." This faid, he withdrew j the 
other thieves retired into their apartments; 
the old negro, proud of his exploit, returned 
into his ftable, and I fneaked back to m}i 
Golgotha, where I fpent the remaining part 
of the night in fighs and tears. 

CHAP. VII. 

Of the behaviour of Gil Blasy, when he could da 
no better. 

DURING the firfl: days of my captivity 
I was like to fink under the forrow that 
oppreffed me, and might have been faid to 
die by inches ; but at laft my good genius in- 
fpired me with a fefolution to di&mble: I 
aifefted to appear Icfs fad than ufual : I be- 
gan to laugh and fing, though, God knows, 
. with an aching heart. In a word 1 coun- 
terfeited^ well, that Leonarda and Domingo 
were deceived, and believed that the bird was 
at 1^ reconciled to his ce^. — The robbers 
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were of the fame opinion; for I aJTamed 3 
gay air when I fill«J wine for them, and 
mingled in their conve'rfation, whenever I 
found an opportunity of afting the buffoon. 
This freedom, far from difpleafing, afforded 
them diverfion. " Gill Bias (faid the cap- 
" tain to me one evening, while I entertained 
*' them in this manner) thou haft done v;ell, 
" my lad, to banilh thy melancholy: I am 
" charmed with thy wit and humour : I find 
*' people are not known all at once ; for I did 
*' not think thou hadft been fo fprightly and 
" good-natured." 

The reft joined alfo in my praife, and ap- 
peared fo well fatisfied with me, that, taking 
the advant^ of this good difpofition, *' Gen- 
*' tlemen, (faid I) allow me to tell my mind; 
*' iince my abode in this place I find myfelf 
*' quite another fort of a perfon than hereto- 
'* fcye. You have diverted me of the pre- 
" judices of education, and I infenfibly im- 
** bibe your difpofition : I have a tafte for 
** your profeflion, and a longing defire of 
*• being honoured with the name of your 
" companion, and of ftiaring the dangers of 
" your expeditions." All the company ap- 
proved of my difcourfe, and commended my 
forwardnefs -, fo that it was unanimoufly re- 
folved to let me ferve a little longer, in order 
to approve myfelf worthy, then carry me out 
in their excurfions ; after whi'ch I (hould- ob- 
tain the honourable place I demuided. 

Well. 
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Well, then, I was obliged to perfift in my 
diflimulation, artd exercile the pofl: of cup- 
bearer ftill •, a circumftance that mortified me 
extremely: for my defign in afpiring to the 
honour of becoming a thief, was only to have 
the liberty of taking the air with the reft, in 
hopes that one day I ihould be able to efcape 
from them, in the courfe of their expeditions. 
This hope alone fupported my lifej but'ne- 
vertheleis appeared fo diftant, that I tried 
more than once to baffle the vigilance of Do- 
mingo; though it was never in my power, he 
being always fo much upon his guard, that I 
would have defied an hundred Orpheus's to 
charm fuch a Cerberus. 'Tis true, indeed, I 
did not do all that I could hive done to be- 
guile him, left I fliould have awakened his fuf- 
picioDj for he had a hawk's eye over me, and 
I was obliged to aft with the utmoft circum- 
fpeftion, that I might not betray nlyfelf. I 
thertfore refigned myfclf to my fate, until 
the time ftiould be expired that was prefcribed 
by the robbers for receiving me into their 
gang; and this event I expedted as impatient- 
ly as if I had been to be enrolled in a lift of 
commiflioners. 

Heaven be praifed! infix months that time 
arrived ; when Signor Rolando, addrefiing 
himfclf to his company faid, ■' Gentlemen, 
" we muft keep our words with Gil" Bias: 
" I have no bad opinion of that young fellow, 
" and I hope we ihali make fomething of 
" him : it is therefore my opinion, that we 
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'* carry him along with us to-morrow to ga- 
** thcr laurels on the highway, and uftier him 
*' into the path of glory." The robbers agreed 
to their captains propofal ; and to fhow that 
they* already looked upon me as one of their 
companions, from that moment difpenftd with 
my iervice, and re-eftabliihed dame Leonards 
in the office fhe had lult on my account. They 
made me throw away my habit, which confifted 
of a lorry threadbare ftiort caflock, and drefled 
me in the fpoils of a gentleman whom they 
had lately robbed i after which I prepared for 
myfirfl: campaign. 

CHAP. viri. 

Gil Bias accompanies the thieves^ and performs 
an exploit on the highway. 

IT was in the month of September, when 
towards the clofe of the night, I came out 
of the cavern in company with the robbers, 
armed like them, with a carabine, two piftols, 
fword, and bayonet, and mounted on a pretty 
good horfe, which they had taken from the 
iame gentleman whofe drefs I wore. ' I had 
lived lo long in darknefs, that when day broke, 
I was dazzled with the light, which however 
foon became familiar to my eyes. 

Having pafled hard by Ponferrada, we lay 
in ambum m a fmall wood which bordered on 
the road to Leon. There we waited, expeft- 
ing that fortyne would throw fome good luck 
in our way, when we perceived a Dominican 
(con- 
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(contrary to the cuftom of thefe good fathers) 
riding upon a forry mule ; " God be praifed, 
" (cried the captain laughing) there's the coup 
" ^ejfai of Gil Bias ; — let him go and un- 
*' load that monk, while we obferve his be- 
" havlour." — All the reft were of opinion 
that this was a very proper commiffion for me, 
and exhorted me to acquit myfelf handfome- 
ly in it. " Gentlemen, {faid I) you Ihall be 
" fadsfied : I will make that prielt as bare as 
" my hand, and bring hither his mule in a 
" twinkling." — •' No, no, (replied Rolando) 
" Ihe is not WcrtTi the trouble : bring us onlv 
" the purfe of his reverence; that is all we 
" expedt of thee." For this purpofe I Tallied 
from the wood, and rnade towards the clergy- 
man, begging heaven all the way to pardon 
die aiition I was about to commit. I would 
gladly have made my ei'cape that moment ; 
but the greateft part of the thieves were better 
mounted than I, and, had they perceived me 
running away, would have jjeen at my heels 
in an inftant, and entrapped me again in a very 
Ihort time, or perhaps difcharged their ca- 
rabines at m«, in which cafe 1 Ihould have- 
had nothing to brag of.- — Not daring thcre- 
forft to hazard fuch a delicate ftep, I came up 
with the "prieft, and clapping a piftol to his 
breaft demanded his purfe. He ftopped Ihort 
to furvey me, and without feeming much 
afraid, " Child (faid he) you are very young : 
'* — you have got a bad trade by the hand,. 
^' betimes." — " Bad as it is, father (I re- 
" plied 
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** plied) I wifti I had begiin it fooner."— 
*' Ah! fon, fon (faid the good friar, who- 
" did not comprehend the true meaning of 
" my words) what blindnefs! — allow me to 
" reprefent to you the miferable condition"— 
" O father (faid I, interrupting him haftily) 
" a truce with your- moraisj if you pleafe : 
*' my bufinefs on the highway is not to hear 
*' fermons ; I want money." — " Money ! 
'*- (cried he, with an air of aftoniihment) you 
" 'are little acquainted with the charity of the 
" Spaniards, if you think people of my cloth 
" have occafion for money while they travel 
*' in this kingdom. Undeceive yourfelf — 
*' we; are every where chearfully received, 
*' have lodging and viftuals, and nothing is 
*' afkcd in return for our prayers ; in fhort, 
*' we never carry money atraut us on the 
*' roadi but coufidealtogetherin Providence." 
** That won't go down with me (I replied) : 
*' your dcpcndance is not altogether fo vi- 
*' lionary; f<w you have always fome good 
** piftoles in referve, to make more fure of 
*' Providence. But, my good father (added 
** I) let us ha' done: my comrades, who 
" are in that wood begin to be impatient; 
" therefore throw your purle upon the ground 
*' inftantly, or I ftiall certainly put you to 
" death." 

At thefe words, which I uttered with a me- 
nacing look, the friar, feeming afraid of his 
life, laid, " Hold ! I flrill fatisfy you tlien, 
*' lincc 
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** frnce there is a neceiTity for it : — I fe6 tropes 
*' and figures have nocned on people of your 
" profefllon," So faying, he pulled from un- 
derneath his gown a large purfe of fhamoy 
leather, which he dropped upon the ground. 
Then I told him he might continue his jour- 
ney; a permiflion he did not give me the 
trouble of repeating; but dapped his heels to 
the fides of his, mule, which belying the opi- 
nion I had conceived of her (for I imagined 
ihe was not much better than my uncle's) all 
of a fudden went off at a pretty round pace. 
As foon as he was at a diftance I alighted, 
and taking up the purle, which feemed Heavy, 
mounted ^;ain, and got back to the wood m 
a trice, where the thieves waited with im- 
patience to congratulate me upcn my viftory. 
— Scarce ^rould they give me time to dif- 
mount, fo eager were they to embrace mej 
" Courage, Gil Bias ! (faid Rolando) thou 
*' haft done wonders. — I have had my eyes 
"on thee during thy expedition: I have ob- 
*' ferved thy countenance all the time, and I 
" prophecy that thou wilt in time become an 
** excellent highwayman." The lieutenant 
and the reft approved the prediftion, which 
they aflured me I ftiould one day certainly ful- 
fil. 1 thanked them for the high idea they 
had conceived of me and promifed to do all 
that lay in my power to maintain' it. 

After they had loaded me with fo much 
undefervcd praife : they were defirous of exa- 
mining 
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mining the booty I had made. " Come, 
" (faid they) let us fce what there is in the 
*' clergyman's purfe." — *' h ought to be well 
** furnilhed (continued one among them) for 
" thoie good fathers don't travel like pil- 
" grims." The captain untied the purfe, 
and, opening it, pulled out two or three hand- 
fuls of copper medals, mixed with bits of hal- 
lowed wax, and fome fcapularies*. At the 
fight of luch an uncommon prey, all the rob- 
bers burftout into immoderate fits of laugh- 
ter. ** Upon my foul (cried the lieutenant) 
" we are very much obliged to Gil Bias for 
" having in his cot^ 3'ejfai, performed a 
*' theft fo falutary to the company." This 
piece of wit brought on. more. Thofc mif- 
creanls, and he in particular who had apo- 
ftatized, began to be very merry upon the mat- 
ter: a thoufand fallies efcaped them, that too 
well denoted their immorality. — I was the on- 
ly perfon that did not laugh, my mirth being 
checked by the railers, who enjoyed them- 
felves at my expenfe. Every one having (hot 
his bolt, the captain faid to me, " In faith, 
" Gil Bias, I advife thee as a friend to joke 
" no more with monks, who are, generally 
" fpeaking, too arch and cunning for fuch as 
" thee." 

* Scupulirin are piecet of conlecntEil Aafij worn by priclti uxl 
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CHAP. IX. 

Of the feriotis affair that followed this adventure. 

WE rcmarned in the wood the greateft 
part of the day, without perceiving 
any traveller that could make amends for the 
prieft. At laft we left it, in order to return 
to our cavern, confining our exploits to that 
ludicrous event, which ftill conftituted the fub- 
je6t of our difcoiirfe, when we difcovered at 
a diftance a coach drawn by four mules, ad- 
vancing at a brifk trot, and efcorted by three 
men on horfeback, who feemed well armed. 
Upon this Rolando ordered his troop to halt, 
and held a council ; the refiilt of which was, 
that they fliould attack the coach. We were 
immediately arranged according to his dif- 
pofition, and marched up to it in order of 
battle — In fpite of the appkufe I had ac- 
quired in the wood, I felt myfelf feiezd with 
an univcrfal tremor, and immediately a cold 
fweat broke out all over my body, which I 
looked upon as no very favourable omen. — 
To crown my good luck I was in the front of 
the line, between the captain and lieutenant, 
who had ftationed me there, that I might ac- 
cuftoiin myfelf to Hand fire alt at once. Ro- 
lando oblervipg how much nature fuffercd 
within me, looked at me afkance, faying, with 
a fierce countenance, " Hark'ee, Gil Bias, 
" remember to do thy duty, for if thou 
*' hang'ft anafs, I'll blow thy brains out." 
1 was 
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I was too well perfuaded that he would keep 
his word to negleiS this caution ■, for which 
reafon I thought of nothing now but of re- 
commending my foul to God. 

In the mean time the coath and horfemen 
approached, who knowing what fort of people 
we were, and guelTing our defign by our ap- 
pearance, flopped within munipt-lhot, and pre- 
pared to receive US; while a gentleman of a 
good mein, and richly drefled, came out of 
the coach, and mounting a horfe that was led 
by one of his attendants, put himfelf at their 
head; without any other arms than a fword and 
a pair of piftols. — Though they were but four 
againft nine (the coachman remaining on the 
feat) they advanced towards us with a bold- 
nefs that redoubled my fear : I did not fail, 
however, though I trembled in every joint, to 
make ready to fire; but, to tell the truth I 
ihut my eyes, and turned away my head, 
when I diicharged my carabine; and, con- 
fidering the manner in which it went off, my 
confcience ought to be acquitted on that fcore. 

I will not pretend to defcribe the ailioni 
for alliiough I was prefent I faw nothing, and 
my fear, in confounding my imagination, con- 
cealed from me the horror of the fpetftacle 
that occalioned it. — All I know of the matter 
is, that after a great noife of firing, I heard 
my companions fliout, and cry vidtory ! vic- 
tory ! at that acclamation, the terror, which 
had taken poffeflion of my fenfes, diflipated, 
and I faw the four horfemen Itrctched lifelefs 
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on the field of battle. On our fide we had 
but one man killed, and he was no other than 
the apoftate, who had met with his defcrts 
for his apotlacy and profane jefts upon the 
fcapularies. The lieutenant received a wound 
in the arm ; but it was a very (Ught one, the 
fiiot having only ruffled his (kin. 

Signor Rolando ran immediately to the door 
of the coach, in which there was a lady of 
about four or five and twenty years of age, 
who appeared very handfome notwithftand- 
ing the melancholy condition in which Ihe 
was, for fhc had fwooncd during the engage- 
ment, and was not yet recovered. While 
he was bufied in looking after her, we took 
careof the booty, beginning withlecuring the 
horfes of the killed, which, frightened at 
the noife of the firing had ran away, after 
■having lofl: their riders. As for the mules 
they had not ftirred, although the -coachman 
(during the adtion) had quitted his place, in 
order to make his efcape. — We alighted, and, 
unyoking, loaded them with fome trunks we 
found faftened tp the coach, before and behind. 
This being done, the lady, who had not as 
yet recovered her lenfes, was (by order of the 
captain) taken out and placed on horfeback 
before on? of the robbers that wasbeft mount- 
ed ; after which, quitting the high road, the 
coach and the dead, whom we had ftrlpped, 
we carried ofi* the lady, the mules, and the 
horfes. 

Vol. I D C A A P. 
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CHAP. X. 

/« -^bat manner the rohhers behaved to the lady . 
— Of the great dejign which GH Bias froje^led, 
end the ijfue thereof. 

IT was within an hour of day-break when- 
we arrived at our habitation 5 and the firft 
thing we did was to lead our beafts into the 
ftable, where we were obliged to tie them to 
the rack, and take care of them with our own 
hands, the old negro having been (three days- 
before) ieizedwith a violent fit- of the gout 
and rheuniatifm, .that k-ept him a-bed, de- 
prived of th? ufeof all his limbs: the only 
member at liberty was his tongue, which he 
employed in teftifying his impatience, by the- 
moflr horrible execrations. Leaving this mi- 
fcrable wretch to fwear and blafpheme, we 

■ went to the kitchen, where our whole atten- 
tion was engrolTed by the lady, and we. fuc- 
cecded fo well as to bring Tier out of her fit : - 
but when fhe had recovered the ufe of her 
fenles, and faw herfelf in the hands of leveral 
men whcm fhe did not know, (he perceived 
her misfortune, and was feized with horror!. 
The moft lively forrow and direful defpair ap- 
peared in her eyes, which fhe lifted np_, to 
heaven as if to reproach it with the indignities' 
that threatened her : then giving way of a 
fudden to thofe ditinal apprehenfions, fhe re- 
lapfed into a fwoon, her eye-lids clofed, and 

. the robberj imagined that death would de- 
prive 
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prive them of th«ir prey. —The captain, think- 
ing it more proper to leave her to herfelf than- 
to torment her with their afliftance, ordered 
her to be carried to Leonarda's bed', where 
file was left, alone, at the hazard of what 
might happen. 

We repaired to the hall, where one of the 
thieves, who had been bred a I'urgeon, drefled' 
the lieutenant's wound : after which, being 
delirous of leeing what was in the trunks, we 
found ibme of them filled with lace and li- 
nen, others with chothes, and the laft we 
opened contained fome bags full of piilolcs ; 
at fight of which the gentlemen concerned" 
were infinitely rejoiced. This enquiry being 
made, the cook-maid furniflied the fide-board, 
laid the cloth, and ferved up fupper. — Our 
converfation at firft turned upon the great 
victory we had obtained ; and Rolando ad- 
drefling himfelf to me, " Confefs, Gil Bias 
" [faid he) confefs that thou wait horribly 
" afraid. I ingenuoufly owned, that what he 
faid was very true; but that when I fliould 
have made two or three campaigns,' I- would 
fight like an kn?ght-errant : whereupon the 
whole company took my part, obferving that 
my fear was excufable; that the aftion had 
been veryhot; and that, confidering I was a 
young fellow who had never fmelled gimpow- 
der, I had acquitted myfeif pretty well. 

The difcourfe afterwards falling upon the- 
Aiules and horles we had brought into our re- 
treat, it was agreed, that to-morrow beft>re- 
D 2 dajr 
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day wc Ihould all fet out together, in order to 
fell them at Manfilia, which place, is all pro- 
bability, the report of our expedition had not 
yet reached. This refolution being taken, wc 
iiriilhed bur meal, and returned into the kitchen 
to vifit the lady, whom we found ftill in the 
fame iituation. — Neverthelefs, though it was 
with difficulty we could perceive any figns of 
life, in her, fome of the villians did not fcrople 
to regard her with a profane eye, and evento dil- 
cover a brutal defire, which they would have 
fatisfied immediately, had not Rohndo pre- 
vented it, rcprefenting 'to them, that they 
ought at leaft to wait until the lady (hoold get 
the better of that oppreffionof forrow which 
deprived her of reflcftion.— ^The refpeft they 
had for their captain reftrained their inconti- 
nence, otherwife nothing could have faved the 
lady, whofe honour death itfelf, perhaps, 
would not have been able lo.fecure. 

We left this unfortunate gentlewoman in 
the fame condition in which we found her, 
■Rolando contenting himfelf with laying in- 
junftions on Leonarda to take care of her, 
while every one retired into his own apart- 
ment. For my own part, as foon as I got to 
bed, inlVead of refignmg myfelf to fleep, I 
did nothirg but think of this lady's misfor- 
fortune: I ncvcrdoubted thatflie was a perfon 
of quality, and looked upon her Iituation as 
the more dep orable for that reafon. — I could 
not without Ihuddering rcprefent to myfelf the 
horrors to which ihc was deftined, and felt 
myfelf 
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myfelf as deeply concerned for her as if I had 
been attached by blood or friendfhip. At laft, 
after having bewailed her hard fate, I began 
to revolve the means of refcuing her honour 
from the danger in which it was, and of de- 
livering myfelf at the fame time from thefub- 
terranean abode. — I recolkfted that the old 
negro was not in a condition to move, and 
that, fince h\s being taken ill, the cook-wench 
kept the key of the grate. — This refleftion 
■warmed my imagination, and made me con- 
ceive a fcheme, which I digeftcd fo well, that 
I proceeded to put it in produce immediately, 
in the following manner. 

Pretending to be racked with the colick, 
I began with complunts and croans -, then 
raifin^ my voice, uttered dreadful cries, that 
■waked the rtjbbcrs, and brought them in- 
ftantly to my bed-fide. When they afked 
what made me roar fo hideoufly, I anfwered 
that I was tortured with an horrible colick ^ 
and, the better to perfuade them of the truth 
of what I faid, grinded my teeth, made fright- 
ful grimaces and contorfions, and writhed my- 
ielf in a ftrange manner : then I became quiet 
all of a fudden as if my pains had given me 
fome refpite. — In a moment after, I began 
again to bounce about the bed, and twift about 
my limbs : in a word, I played my part fa 
well, that the thieves, cunning as they were, 
allowed themfelves to be deceived, and be- 
lieved in good earneft, that I was violently 
griped. In a moment all of them were bufied 
D 3 in 
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.in endeavours to eafe mej one brought a 
bottle of uli:)uebaugh, and made me fwallow 
one half of it : another, in fpite of my teeth, 
injefted a clyfter of oil of fwcet almonds; a 
Jihird warmed a napkin, and applied it broiling 
Jiot to my belly. — I roared for mercy in vain : . 
ithey imputed my cries to the colick, and 
continued to make me fuffer real pains, in at- 
tempting to free me from one I did not ,feel. 
At laft being able to rcfift: them no longer, 
I was fain to tell them that the gripes had left 
me, and to conjure them to give me quar- 
jer. Upon which they left off tormenting 
me with their* remedies, and I took care ta 
trouble tHcm no more with my complaints, 
for fear of AJodergoing their good offices a 
fecond time. 

T-his fcene lafted almoft three hours, after 
which the robbers, judging that day was not 
far off, prepared themJelves to ifet out forMan- 
filla ; I would have got up, to make them 
believe I was very defirous of accompanying 
■them 1 but they would not fuffer me to rife. 
Signer Rolando faying, "No, no' Gil Bias, 
** ftay at home child ; thy colick may re- 
" turn — Thoufhalt go wi:h us another time; 
*' but thou arc in no condition to go abroad 
;^' to day." I was afraid of iiifiiling upon it 
400 much, left he (hould yield to my requeft; 
therefore I only appeared very much mor- 
tified, becaufe I could not be of the party. 
This I afted fo naturally, that they went out 
of the cavern wichom. the leafl; iufpicion of 
•my 
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.my defign. — After their departure, which I 
had endeavoured to haftcn by my prayers, I 
faid to myfelf, ** Now Gil Bias ! now is the - 
*' timefor thee to have refokition : arm thy- 
" felf with courage, to finith that which thou 
" haft fo happily begun. — Domingo is not in 
*' a condition to oppofe thy entcrprife, and 
" Lconarda cannot nindcr its execution. — 
** Seize this opportunity of efcaping, than 
" which, perhaps, thou wilt never find one 
** more favourable." Thefe fuggeftions filled 
me with>confidence J 1 got up, took my fword 
.and piftols, and went towards the kitchen-, 
,but before! entered, hearing Leonarda fpeak- 
iing, ftopped, in order to iilt^'n. She was talk- 
\ing lo the unknown lady, who, having reco- 
verai her fenfes, and underftood the whole of 
■her misfortue, wept, in the uimoft bitter- 
.nefc ot' defpair. — " Weep, my child' (faid 
" the old beldam to her) diflblve yourfelf in- 
" to tears, and don't fpare for fighs ; for that 
•* will give you cafe. — You have had a dan- 
•' gerous qualm : but now, there is nothing 
■" to fear, lince you ftied abundance of tears. ■ 
■** — Your grief-will abate by little and little, 
*' and you wiUfoon accuftom yourfelf to live 
■** with oup gentlemen who are men of ho- 
•' nour. — You will be treated like a princefs, 
*' meet with nothing but complaifance, and 
■ *' frefli proofs of afieAion everyday. — There 
»' are a gicat many women who would be 
•* gladtobe in your place." 
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I did not give Leonarda time to proceed, 
but entering clapped a piftol to her breaft, and, 
with a threatening look commanded her to 
furrender the key of the grate. She was con- 
founded at my behaviour, and, though aimoft 
at the end of her career, fo much atached to 
life, that ihe durft not refufe my demand. 
Having got the key in my pofleflion, I ad- 
dTcfled myfelf to the afflifted lady, faying, 
^' Madam, heaven has lent you a deliverer ; 
*-' rife and follow me, and I will conduft you 
" whithcrlbever you fliall pleale to dlrcft." 
The lady did not remain deaf to my words, 
which made fuch an imprellion upon her, 
that fummoning up all the ftrength ihe had 
left, Ihe got up -and throwing herielf at my* 
feet, conjured me to preferve her honour. 1 
raifed her and affured her, that Ihe might rely 
upon me ; then taking fome cords, which I 
perceived in the kitchen, with her . afliftance, 
. I tied Leonardo to the feet of a lai^e ftable, 
fwearing that if fhe opened her' mouth, I 
would kill her on the fpoi. I afterwards light- 
ed a. flambeau, and going with the ftranger 
into the room where the gold and filver was 
depofited, filled my pockets with piftoles and" 
double piftoles -, and to induce the lady to 
follow my example, affured her, that (he on- 
ly took back her own. When we had made a 
good provifionof this kind, we went towards 
the ftable, which I entered alone wi;h my piftols 
cocked, firmly believing that the old negro, 
in Ipite of his gout and rheumatifm, would 
not 
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not fiifFer mc to Taddle and bridle my horfe 
iq quiet J and fuliy rcfolved to cure him of 
ail his diftempers, if he Ihould take it in his 
head to be troubiefome : - but, by good luck 
he was lb overwhelmed with the pains he had 
undergone, and ihofe he ft 11 futfered, that I 
brought my horfe out of the ftable, even 
without his feeming to perceive it j and the 
lady waiting for me at the door, we threaded 
with all difpatch tlie palTage that led out of 
the cavern, arrived at the grace, which we 
opened, and at laft came to the trap-door, 
which we lifted up with great difficulty, or 
rather the defire of efcaping lent us new 
ftrength, without which we ihoutd not have 
been able to fucceed. 

Day began to appear juft as we found . pur- 
felves delivered from the jaws of this abyfsj 
and as we fervently defircd to be at a greater 
diftancc from it, I threw myfelf into theiaddle, 
the lady mounted behind me, and following 
the firft path that prefenteditfelf, at a round 
gallop, got out of the foreft in a Ihort time, 
and entered a plaih divided by fevcral roads, 
£ne of which we took at random. I was 
mortally afraid that ic would condud us to 
Manfilla, where we might meet with Rolando 
and his confederates -, but happ ly my fear was 
Tain. "We arrived at the town of Aftorga, 
K two o'clock in the afternoon, where people 
gazed at us with cxtrane attention, as ii it 
had been an extraordinary thing to fee a wo- 
DVui on boricback, fitting behind a man. We 
D 5 alight- 
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alighted at the firft inn we came to, where the 
firft thing I did, was to order a partridp;e and 
a young rabbit to the fire; andwhile this was 
doing, I conduced the lady into a chamber, 
where we began to conv'erfe with one another j 
for we had rode io fa(i, that we had no dif- 
coiirfe upon the road. She ihewed how fcn- 

' iible Ihq was of the fcrvice I had done to her, 
and obftrved^ that after I had performed fuch 
a generous a«ion, ihe could not perfuadc her-' 
iBlf that I was a companion of the thieves, 
from whom I had 'relcued her. I told her 
my ftory, in order to confirm the good opi- 
nion ihe had conceived of mej and, by that 
means er>gagcd her to honour me with her 
confidence, and inform meof her misfortunes, 
which fhe recounted, as I (hall relate in the 
following chapter. 

C H A P. XI. 

I. The hift'o7yof Donna Mtncia of Mofquera. 

I Was born at ValladoUd,^ and my name ia 
Bonna Mencia of Mofqutra. Don Mar- 
tin my farther, after having fpent almoft his 
whole patrimony in the fervice of his king, 
was killed in Portugal, at the head of his 
• own regiment, and Im me'fo moderately pro- 
vided, that though "i was an only child, I was 
. far from being a good match. J did nOt want 
admirers, however, in fpite oftheiownefs of 
my fortune: a good many of the moft con- 
fidcrable cavaliers in Spain made their ad- 
drc^ 
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drcfTes to me ; but he who attraiflcd myat- 
tention molt, was Don Alvaro de Mello : he 
■was indeed more handfome than any of his 
rivals 1 but more fubftantial qualifications de- 
termined me in his favour; he was endued 
with Prudence, probity, and valour, and 
withal the mofl: gallant man in the world : 
when he gave entertainments, nothing could 
be more elegant, and when he appeared at 
tournaments, every body admired his vigour 
and addrefs : I preferred him therefore to all 
' others, and married him accordingly, 

A few days after our marriage, he happened 
to meet with Don Andrea deBaefa, who had 
been one of his rivals, in a private place, 
where, quarrelling with each other, they came 
to blows, and Don Andrea loft his life in the 
rencounter. As he was nephew to the cor- 
regidor of Valladolid, a violent man, and mor- 
tal enemy to the family of Mello, Don Al- 
varo knew he could not leave the city too 
foon : he returned home in a hurry, and while 
they faddled his horfc, told me what had hap- 
pened, ■"*' My dear Mencia (faid he) we 

*' muft part ! you know the corrigidor : don't 
" let us then flatter ourfclves, for he will pro- 
•'■fecute me with the uimoft rancour; and 
■** as you are ilot ignorant of his credit, you 
" know I cannot be iafe in this kingdom," 
He was fo much penetrated with his own for- 
row, an^ with that which he faw take pof- 
fcflion of my brcaft, that he could fay no 
more i and when I had prevailed upon him 
D 6 to 

r. „i... , CA>»i;k' 



6o ADVENTURE'S OF 

to furnifh him felf with fome money and jewels, 
he clafped me in his arms, and, during a 
whole quarter of an hour, we did nothing but 
mingle our fighs and tears. At laft, being 
told the horfe was ready, he tore himfclf from 
ine 1 he departed and left me in a condition 
not to be defcribed. Happy ! had the excefs 
of my affliftion, at that time, put an end to 
my life ! what troubles and forrows would my 
death have prevented ! Some hours after Don 
Alvaro was gonfe, the corregidor being in- 
formed of his fligiit, ordered nim to be pur- 
fued, and fpared nothing to have him in his 
power : but my hufband always baffled his 
purfuit, and kept himfelf fecure, in fuch a 
manner that the judge found himfelf obliged 
to limit his revenge to the fole fatisfaftion of 
ruining the fortune of a man, whofe blood 
he wanted to flied ; his efforts were not un- 
fuccefsful, all the cffc6b of Don Alvaro be- 
ing confifcated. 

Left in the moft afflifl:ing fituation, and hav- 
, ingfcarce wherewithal to fubfift, I began tolivc 
a very folitary life^ all my attendants being re- 
duced to one maid : I fpcnt the day in be- 
moaning, not an indigence, which I could 
have borne with patience; but the abfencc of 
my dearhufbandj whofe condition I was ut- 
terly ignorant of, although he had promifed, 
in his lall melancholy adieu, that he would 
take care to inform me of his lot, into what- 
ever part of the world his cruel fate fliould 
conduAhim. Neverthelefs, fevea.Iong years 
elapfed, 
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elapfed, without my hearing the leaft account 
of him ; and this uncertainty of his deftiny 
plunged me into an abyfs of forrow ! At laft 
1 was told, that, in fighting for the king of 
Portugal in Fez, he had loft his life in battle : 
a man lately returned from Afric confirmed 
this report, affuring me, that he was perfect- 
ly well acquainted with Don Alvaro de Melio, 
had fcrved with him in the Portuguefe army, 
and even feen.him fall in the aftion : to this 
he added many other circnmftances, which 
perfuaded me that my hutband was no mere. 
Ac that time, Don Ambrofio Mefia Car- 
rillo. Marquis of Guardia, came to Vallado- 
lid : he was one of thofe old lords, who, by 
the politenels and gallantry of their manners, 
make people forget their age, and continue 
ftill agreeable to the ladies; one day hearing, 
. by accident the ftory of Don Alvaroj and 
being defirous of feeing me, on account of 
the picture which had been drawn of me: 
for the fatisfaCtion of his curiolity, he en- 
gaged one of my relations, who carried me 
to her houfe. Seeing me there, I had the 
fortune to pleafe him, in fpite of the remark- 
able impreffion which grief had made on my 
countenance: but why do I lay, in fpite of it? 
perhaps he was touched ilone by my fad and 
tanguifhing air, which prepoirelTed him in fa- 
vour of my fidelity: hia love in all probar- 
bility was the effeiSt of my melancholy j for 
he told me more than once, that he looked 
upon me^ a miracle of conftancy i and that, 
for 
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for this reafon, ■ he even envied the fate of my 
huiband, how deplorable foever it was in other 
refpcfts : in a word, hewasftnick at fight of 
me, and had no occafion to (ec me a fecond 
time, in order to take the rcfolution of mak- 
ing me his wife. 

H? chofe the intercefilonof my kinfwoman, 
towards the obt.iining of my confent : (he 
came to my lodgings accordingly, and repre- 
fented to me, that my hufliand having ended 
his days in the kingdom of Fez, as we had 
been informed, it was not reafonable that I 
ftiould biuy my charms any longer -, that I 
had ilifficiently bewailed the fate of a man, 
with whom 1 had been united but a few_mo-. 
ments ; and that I ought to profit by the oc- 
cafion that now prefented itfelf; by which 
means I ought to be the happicft woman in the 
V'orld. Then Ihe extolled the great family . 
of the old Marquis, his vaft eftate, and un- 
blemifiied character : but her eloquence in 
tiifplaying the advantages 'he pofleffed was in 
vain 1 it was not in her power to perfuade me j 
not that Idoubted the death of Don Alvaro, 
or was- reftrained by the fear- of feeing him 
"again, when I fliould lead expeft him j the 
little inclination, or rather the retuftance, 1 
felt for a fecond marriage, hfter having fuf- 
■fered fo many misfortunesby my firft, was 
the only obftacle my relation had to remove. 
'She did not defpair for all that -, on the con- 
trary, it redoubled her zeal. for Don Am- 
'brofio i Ihe^ng^cd my whole family in the 
intercfts 
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interefts of that lord j my relations prefTed me to 
accept of fiich an advantageous match, I was eve- 
ry moment befieged, importuned, and torment- 
ed ; and my milery which daily increafed, con- 
tributed not a lit[le to overcome my rcfiftancp. 

Being unable, therefore, to hold out any 
longer, I yielded to tlieir preffing inftances, 
and married the Marquis of Guardia, who, 
the day after our nuptials carried me to a 
very fine caftle which he had, fituatcd near 
Burgos, between Grajal and Rodillas. He 
conceived the moft violent paflion forme, and 
I obfelvcd in the whole of. his behaviour, 
the utmoft defirc'of plcafing me. His only 
ftudy was to anticipate my wilhes : no huf- 
band had ever fuch a tender r^ard for his 
wife J and no lover ever Slowed more com- 
plaifance to his miftrefs. I ftiould have been 
paffionately fond of- Don Ambrofia, notwith- 
ftanding the difproportion of our years, had 
I been capable of loving any one after Don 
Alvaro, but a conftant heart can never change. 
The endeavours of my fecond hufband to 
pleafe nie were rendered ineffeftual by the re- 
membrance of my firft ; fo that I could only 
requite his tendernefs with pure fentiments of 
gratitude. 

I WM in this difpofition, when, one day, 
taking the air at the window of my appartment, 
I perceived, in the garden, a kind pf peafant, 
■who earneftly looked at me; thinking he was 
the gardener^ fervant, I took no notice of 
faini} but next -day being again at the win-* 
dow, 
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dow, I faw hiin in the fame place, and he 
Itemed to view me with uncommon attention i 
ftruck withthis circumftance, I looked at him, 
in my turn, and after having fome time con- 
fideretj him, thoqght I recollected the features 
of the unfortunate Don Alvaro! This appa- 
rition rajfed an inconceivable tumult withiii 
me! I- {hrieked aloud; but luckily, there 
was nobody prefent, except Inez, who, of all 
my fervants, enjoyed the greatcft ihare of my-- 
confidence. When I imparted to her the fut. 
picion that alarmed me, ihc laughed at my , 
apprehenfion, believing that my eyes were im- 
pofed upon by fome flight refemblance. — 
" Recolleft yourfelf, madam (faid the) an4 
** don*t imagine you have feen your former 
*' hufband : what likelihood is there, that he 
" ihould be here in the drefs of a peafant? 
*' or, indeed, what probability is there of his 
" being alive ! I will go down into the gar- 
*' den (added (he) and talk to this country- 
** man, and when I have learned who he is, 
*' come back and let you know." Inez ac- 
cordingly went into the garden, and foon af- 
terreturned to my appartment in great emotion, 
faying " Madam, your fufpicion is but too 
" juft ! it is Don Alvaro himfclf whom you 
*'- have&en ! He has difcavered himlelf, and 
** demands a fecret interview." 

As I had, at that very time, an opportunity 

of receiving Don Alvarp, the Marquis being 

at Burgos, I ordered my maid to bring him 

into my clofec by i- privaK ftair-cafe. You 

may 
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may -well think that I was tn a terrible agita- 
tion and altogether unable to fupport the pre- 
fence of a man who had a right to load me 
with rtproaches. As foon as Tie appeared, I 
fainted away. Inez and he flew to my aflift- 
ance, and when they had brought me out of 
my fwoon, Don Alvaro faid, " Madam, for 
" heaven'i fake compofe yourfclf i let not my 
" prcfence be a punilhmcnt to you ; I liavc 
" no intention to give you- the leaft pain j I 
*' come not as a furious hufband, to call you 
" to an account of your plighted troth, and 
** upbraid you with the fecond engagement 
" you have contracted : I know very well, 
" that it was the work of your relations ; I 
*' am acquainted wkh all the perfecutions you 
** have fuffered on that fcore : belidcs, the 
** report of my death was ibread all over 

: ** Valladolid ; and you 4iad the rhore reaiba 
** to believe it true, as no letter from me 
*' aflurcd you of the contrary: in Ihort, I 

- ** know in what manner you have lived iince 
•* our cruel reparation, and that neceflity, ra- 
** ther than love, has thrown you into the 
" arms of — ." — " Ah fir! (criedl, interrupt- 
** irig him) why will you excufc your un- 
" happy wife! fbe is criminal fince you live ! 
*' Why am I not ftili in that miferable fitua- 
** tion in which I lived, before I gave my 
" hand to Don Ambrofio ) Fatal nuptials 1 I 
*' Ihould then, at leaft, have had the confo- 
" lation in my mifery, to fee you agaih with- , 
** out a. blufh." 

- « My 
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" My dear Mencia ! (replied Don Alvaro, 
*' with a look that teftified hsw much he was 
" afll'ited by my tears) I do not complain ^ 
*' and farfrom reproaching you with the fplen- 
*' did condition in which I find you, by all 
" my hopes I thank heaven for it ; fince the 
" melancholy day of my departure from Val- 
" ladolid fate has been always adverfe» and 
** my life but a chain of misfortnncs ; and, 
*' to crown my mifery, it never was in my 
** power to let you hear from me ! Too con- 
" "fident of your love, I inceflantly rqprefcnt- 
" ed to myfelf the condition to which my 
*' fatal tendernefs had reduced you. :M[y ima- 
" ginatJonpaintedDonnaMenciain herteaps! 
" you was the greatcit of all my misfortunes, 
*' and fometimes I mutt confefs, I have look- 
" ed upon' myfelf as a criminal, in having hfid 
*' the good fortune to pleafe you : I have 
" wiflied thatypur afFc6tions had inclined to- 
*' wards fome one of my rivals, fince the prc- 
** ference you g^ve to me had cofl: you fo 
*' dear. Neverthelefs, after fcven years of. 
*' fufFering, more in love than ever, I was re- 
*' folved to fee you. I could not refift this 
'* defire, which at the end of a long llavery, 
'* having an opportunity to fatisfy, 1 went 
«*'inthis difguife, to Valladolid, at the ha- 
" zard of my life -, there being informed of 
*' every thing, I came hither, and found 
*' means to introduce myfelf into the family 
** of the gardener, who has hired me to work 
*' under him. You fee in what manner I have 
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*^ conduced myfelf to obtain this private in- 
*• terview j but do not imagine that my de- 
. " fign is to difturb the felicity you enjoy, by 
" remaining in this place. No ! I love you 
" more than myfelf j 1 have the utcnoft re- 
" gard for your repofe-, and now that I have 
" had the melancholy fatisfaftion of conver- 
" fing with you, will go and finilh, at a di- 
■ *' ftance, that miferable life, which I facrifice 
*,* to your quiet." 

** No, Don Alvaro ! no ! (cried I, at thefe 
" words) I wili not fuffcr you to leave me a 
** fecond time ! I will go along with you, 
** and death alone ihall divide us!" — " Take 
" my advice (faid he) and Iwe with Don 
** AmbrofiD ; do not aflbciate ■ yourfelf with 
" my misfortunes, but leave me alone to fup- 
*' port the weight of them." He faid other 
things, tothe fame purpofe ; but the more he 
feemed willing to facrifice himlelf to my hap- 
pinefs, I felt myfelf the lefs difpofed to con- 
fent to it ; and when he faw me firmly re- 
fblved to follow him, he changed his tone all 
of a fudden, and affuming a more ferene air, 
faid, ** Madam, fince you have ftillfomuch 
*' love for Don Alvaro, as to prefer his mi- 
*' fery to the profpcrity you no* enjoy, let 
*' us go and live at Betancos, at the father 
*' end of the kingdom of Gallicia, where I 
" , have 3 fectet retreat. Although my mis- 
" fortunes have ruined my eftate, they have 
" not yet deprived me of friends : I have 
** ftill ibme faithful ones remaining, who have 
" put 
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" put me in a condition to carry you off: by 
" their aflitance I have provided a cOach at 
" Zamora, bought mules and horles, and am 
" accompanied by three refolute Gallicians, 
** armed with carabines and piftols, who now 
** wait for my orders at the villiage of Ro- 
" dillas. Let us therefore (added he) take 
** the advantage of Don Ambroiio's abfence : 
" I will order the coach to come to the caftle- ' 
" gate and we will fet out inftandy." I 
confcnted; Dor* Aliaro flew to Rodillas, and 
returned in a Ihort time, with his three at- 
tendants, to carry me off from the midft of 
my women, who not knowing what to think ' 
of this event, ran all away in the utnjoft 
confternation : Inez alone was privy to it, but 
refufed to attach her fortune to mine, becaufe 
flie was in love with the valet de cl^mbre of 
Don AmbroHo. 

I got into the coach with Don Alvaro, car- 
rying nothing with me but my own clothes, 
^id fbme jewels I had before my iecond mar- 
riage i for I would take nothing that the Mar- 
quis had given me, on that occafion. We 
took the road to Gallicia, without knowing if . 
we (hould be fo happy as to reach it, having 
reafon to fear that Don Ambrofig, at his re- 
turn, would purfue us with a great number 
of people and overtake us. Neverthelefs, we 
continued our journey two days, without fee- 
ing one horfeman behind us ; and in hopes 
that the third would pafs in the fame manner, 
were converfing with each other in great tran- 
quillity j 
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quillity ; Don Alvaro had juft recounted the 
melancholy adventure which had given riJe 
to the report of his death; and how, after 
having been a flave five years, he had reco- 
vered his liberty •, whenyefterday, on the road 
to Leon, wc met thofe thieves, with whom 
you was in company, he is the perfon whom 
they murdered, with all his attendants, and 
for whom thele my tears are fhed. 

CHAP. XII. 

Of the difagreeahU manner in ■which GtlBlas and 
the lady mere interrupted. 

DONNA Mencia having ended her relation, 
fhed a torrent of tears, while I, letting 
her give free vent to her fighs, wept alfo ; fo 
natural is it to interefl; one's felf for the un- 
fortunate, cfpecially for a fine lady in diftrefs. 
I was going to afk what fhe intended to do in 
the prefent comundbare , and perhaps Ihe wa% 
about to confult me on the fame fubjeft •, when 
.our convcrfation was interrupted by a great 
noife in the inn, which, in fpite of us, at- 
tracted our attention. This noife was occa- 
fioned by the arrival of the corregidor, follow- 
ed by two alguazils* and a guard, who, with- 
out any ceremony, entered the room where we 
were. A gentleman who accompanied them 
approached me firft, and examining my drefs 

■AlgDtlli ve ■ttcndinU of jufikt, whafe office rtfcmUu th>t 

had 
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had no occafion to hefitate long, but cried; 
*' By St. Jago ! this is my individual doublet, 
*' as eaiy ro be known again as my horfe : 
" you may apprehend this gallant on my te- 
*' ftimony, he is one of the thieves who have - 
*• an unknown retreat fome where in this 
*' country.'* 

■ At this difcourfe, by which I underflrood 
he was the gentleman who had been robbed, 
and whofe fpoiis I was unluckily in pofleffion 
of, I was furprized, confounded, and difmay- 
ed.! the cprregidor, whofe office obliged him 
' to put a- bad conftrudtion on my diforder, ra- 
ther than interpret it favourbly,- concluded 
that I was. not accufed without reafon, and. 
prefuming that the ladyfhight be an accom- 
plice, ordered us to be imprifoned feparately. 
This jud^e, far from being one of thofe who 
. aifume a ftern countenance, was all foftnefs 
and fmiles ; but God knows if he was a bit the 
better for that ; for I was no foo'ner commit- 
ted, than he came into the jail with his two 
terriers, I mean the alguazils ; who (not for- 
getting ^hcir laudible cuflom) began to rum- 
mage me in a moment. What a glorious 
windfall was this for thofe honeft gentlemen ! 
I do not believe that ever they got fuch 
a booty before : at every handful of piftoles 
they pulled out, I faw their eyes fparkle 
with jov; the corregidor, in particular, was 
tranlportcd ! " Child {faid he, with a voice 
*' full of meeknefs) we muft do our duty, 
*• but be not afraid: if thou art innocent, 
" thou 
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" thou fiialt fuftain no harm." In the mean 
time, with all their gcnclenefs, they emptied ' 
my pockets, and even sobbed me of that 
which, the thieves had refpefted, I mpan my 
uncle's forty ducats : their greedy and in- 
defatigable hands fearched me from head to 
foot 1 they turned me about on all fides, and ■ 
even ftripped me to fee if I had any money be- 
tween my fhirt and my fkin. When they had 
dextroufty acquitted thcmfelves in this man- 
ner, I was interrogated by the corregidor, to 
whom 1 ingenuoufly recounted every thing 
that had happened to me. He ordered my 
depofition to be taken in writing, and then 
■went away with his attendants and my coin, 
leaving me entirely naked among ftraw. 

" O life ! (cried I, when I found myfclf 
alone in this condition) how full of capricious 
adcidents and difappointments art. thou ! Since 
I left Oviedo, I have met with nothing but 
misfortunes ! Scarce had I got out of one dan- 
ger, when I fell into another! and when I 
came into this town, I was far from thinking • 
that I ftioLild fo foon become acquainted with 
the corregidor." While' 1 made thefe vatn re-. 
fleftions, I put on again the curfed doublet, 
and the reft of the drefs which my evrl genius, 
had, lent'me; then exhorting myfelf to taker 
courage, *' Come, Gil Bias (faid I to my- 
felf) mow thy fortitude : it (hajl ill become, 
thee to difpair in an ordinary prifon, after 
having put thy patience to fuch & Icvere trial 
intbe fubterraneamabyfs !" But, alas I added 
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I (in a forrowful tone) I abufe myfelf ; how 
fhall I cfcape from hence, when I am utterly 
deprived of the means ! In effeft, I had too 
good reafon to fay fo -, for a prifoner without 
money is like a bird whofe wings are dipped. 
Inftead of the patridge and rabbit I had 
befpoke, they brought to me a little brown 
bread and a pitcher of water, and left me to 
fret at Icifure in a dungeon, where I remained 
fifteen whole days, without feeing a human 
creature, except the turnkey, who came every 
morning to renew myproviiion. As often as 
1 faw him I endeavoured to fpeak and enter 
into converfation with himj in order to divert 
me a little : but this venerable perfon made 
no anfwer to what I faid ; I could not exftra6b 
one word from him, nay, for the moft.part, 
he came in and went out, without fo much as 
deigning me a look. On the fixteenth day, 
the corregidor coming in, faid, " Thou mayeft 
** now give a loofe to joy. I bring- thee 
** agreeable tidings, I have ordered the lady 
" who was along with thee, to be conduced 
** to Burgos. lexamined her before her de- 
" parturc, and her anfwers have exculpated 
** thee. Thou ftialt be enlarged this very day» 
*• provided that the muleteer, with whom 
•* (as thou fayeft) thou cameft from Penna- 
** flor to Cacabelos, conBrms thy depofition. 
" He is now at Aftorga, and I have lent for 
*' him-, and if he agrees with thee in the 
" adventure of the rack, I will inftantly fet 
." thee free." 

Thefe 
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Theie words gave me infinite joy ! I looked 
"upon myfelf as already acquitted ; I ' thanked 
thejudge for his juft and expeditious deci- 
fion, and had not quite finiihed my compli- 
ment, when tlie carrier, conduced by two' 
foldiers, arrived : I remembered his face im- 
mediately ; but he, having without doubt fold 
my portmanteau, and alt that was in it, was 
afraid of being obliged to rcftorc the money 
he had received for it, if he ftiould own that 
he knew me; and therefore affirmed, with 
aftonilhing afforance, that far from know- 
ing me, he had never feen me before! " Ah 
■*' traitor (cried 1) rather confefs that thou 
•' haft fold my goods; and bear witnefs to 
** the truth: look at me again. I am one of 
*• the young people whom you threatened 
*' with the torture at the borough of Caca- 
*' belos, and frightened very much." The 
carrier anfwered coldly, that I talked of an 
affair of which he was utterly ignorant ;, and 
as he maintained ta the laft, that I was un- 
known to him, my enlargement was deferred 
till another time : fo that I was obliged to 
arm my fe If with patience. a-new, and refolve 
to regale myfelf ftill with my bread and wa- 
ter, and the fight of a filent turnkey. — The 
thoughts of being unable to free myfelf from 
the claws of juftice, although I was not guil- 
ty of the leaft crime, threw me into difpair ! 
I wiflied myfelf again in the cavern, " where 
*' in the main (faid I to myfdf) I was lefs 
" difagreeably iUuated than in this dungeon : 
Vol. I. . E - « ihere 
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** there I eat and " drank in plenty, -converrecl 
*' with the robbers, and lived in the fweet 
•* hope of making my efcape; inftead of 
** which, notwithftanding my innocence, I 
" Ihall perhaps think myfclf happily quit, to 
■** get out of this place, in order lo be lent to 
■*' the galleys." 

CHAP. XIII. 
By what accident Gil Bias was fet at liberty at 

laft 1 and whither bedireSiedhis courfe. 

WHILE I pafled my days in entertain- 
ing myfelf with thefe rcfleiftions, my 
adventures fuch as they appeared in my de- 
pofition, fpread .all over the town^ upon 
which many people being curious to fce me, 
came and prefentcd themielves, one after ano- 
ther, ^t a fmall chink through which thclight 
was conveyed into my prifon, and after hav- 
ing obferved me for fome time, went away. 
I was furprized at this novelty ; for fi nee the 
day of my imprifonment, I had not before 
feen a living foul at that window, which ferv- 
ed to enlighten a court where horror reigned 
in filence. Gueffing from this that I made 
fome noife in town, I did hot know whether 
to interpret it as a good cr bad omen. 

One of the firft that offered themfelves to . 
my view was the little ballad-finger of Mon- 
donedo, who, having been equally afraid of 
the torture, had fled as well as I. — I knew 
htm again immediately, and as he did not 
prettnd 
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pretend to have forgot me, we faluted one 
another, and falling into a long converfanun, 
I was obliged to repeat my adventures a-ncw : 
for his part he informed me of what had 
happened at the inn at Cacabelos, between 
the carrier and the new-married wife, after 
we had been driven away by a panic: in a 
word, he acquainted me with the whole of 
what I have already rehearfed on that fubjeft. 
Afterwards taking leave of me for the pre- 
fent, he promifed without lofs of time, to 
labour for my deliverance ; and every body 
who came (as he did) through curiofity, feemed 
affedled with my misfortune, and even affured 
me, that they would join the little ballad- 
finger, and do all that Jay in their power to 
procure my enlargement. 

They kept their promife effedtually, and 
fpoke in my behalf to the Corregidor, who no 
longer doubting my innocence, eljiecially when 
the ballad-finger had told him what he knew 
of the matter, at the end of three weeks came 
into the prifon, and laid, " Gil Bias I don'c 
*• choofe to protraift things : go, thou art 
*' free, and may'ft quit the prifon when thou 
" wilt. But tell me (purfued he) if thou 
"' Ihould'ft be brought to the wood in which 
*' the fubtefranean, retreat is, couldftthou not 
find it out?" — " NOi Sir (I replied;) for 
*' as I went in at night, and came out before 
" day, it would be impolfible for me to fix 
" upon the fpot." Upon this the judge with- 
drew, telling me, that he was going to order, 
E a the 
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the turnkey to let; the prifon doors open for 
me. — In effeft the goalercame into my dun- 
geon a moment aner, with one of his men 
carrying a bundle of clothes; and ftnpping 
me (with a grave and filent air) of my doub- 
let and breeches, which were made of fine 
cloth, and almoft new, they put me on a 
ihabby footman's trock, and puihed me out 
by the flioulders. 

The joy that prifoners commonly feel in re- 
covering their liberty was moderated by my 
confufion in feeing myfelf fo poorly equipped j 
and I was templed to leave the town inftant- 
ly, that I might withdraw myfelf from the 
eyes of the people, whofe looks I could fcarce 
endure : but my gratitude got the better of 
myfhame: I went to thank the ballad-finger, 
to whom I was lo much obliged ; and he 
could not help laughing when he faw me.— 
** What a ftrange figure you are ! (faid he) 
*' Jiiftice I fee has been done you in all her 
«» forms." — " I do not complain of juHicc 
»' (I replied) (he is moft equitable: I w:fh 
" only that all her officers \Tere honeft men. 
*' They ought at leaft to have fpared my 
** clothes, which I think I paid for pretty 
i* handlbmely." — " I think fo too (faid he) 
" but they will tell you, tJiefe are formalities' 
" which muft be obfervcd. What do .you 
" think (for example) that your horie has 
*' been rellored to the right owner ? Not at 
** all 1 I alfure you he is now aftually in the 
*' ftableof the town- clerk, where he has been 
" dc. 
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■' ■ depofitcd as a proof of the- robbery ; and 
" I do.-i't believe the poor gentleman will ever 
" retrieve fo much as the crupper. — But IcC 
*' us fiiirt our (:ii'courfe (continued he) what 
*' is youf deii;/n ; What fcheme do you intend 
" to profecuLC at prefent ?" — " I want to 
•' go to Burgos (fiiidl) in order to find out 
*' the hdy I delivered, wlio will give me a 
*' few p![bo!es, with which I will purchafe 
*' a new caiTock, arid repair to Salamanca, 
*' where I v/ill endeavour to malce my Latin 
" turn to fome advantage. All I am con- 
*' cerned at is, that I am at foine dillance 
" from Burgas, and fhall want fubfiftence oa 
" the road." — " I underftand you (he repli- 
*' ed) here is my purie :*-iis, indeed, a 
*■ little lowi but a ballid-fing^r, you know, 
*' i( not a bifiiop." At the lli;ne time he 
*' flipped it int^myhand I'o chearfuUy, that I 
could not for my foul refnfe the offer,, fuch as 
it was, I iliiinked him as much as if he. had 
given me all the gold in Peru, and made a 
thoufand profefiions of fcrvice, which I never 
had an opportunity to perform. ' Then bid- 
ding him farewell, I left the town, without 
having vifited ihofe ocher perfons who had 
contributed to my enlargement; contenting 
myfcif w'th beftowing upon them in my owa 
thoughts a thoufand benedi<5tions. 

The little ballad-finger was in the right to 

(peak modelUy of his parfe, in which I found 

.very little money; but happily for me, I 

■ had been ufed two months to a very frugal 

E 3 diet; 
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diet; and I had ftill fome rials left, when ^ 
arrived at the borough of Ponte de Mula, 
■which is but a little way from Burgos. Here 
I hahed to enquire about Donna Mencia, and 
going into an inn, the miftrcfs of which was 
a little, lean, fierce, infolent creature, 1 per- 
ceived at once, by the 'difdainful look flle 
darted me, that my frock was not at all to 
her liking; a difguft which I forgave with all 
my heart.— I fat down at table, where I eat 
fome bread and cheefe, and fwallowed a 
few draughts of execrable wine, which they 
brought for mcj and during this repaft, 
■which was very well fuited to my drei's, I 
wanted to eijter into converfation with my 
landlady. — I be^ed her to tell me if (he 
knew the Marquis of Guardia ; if his caftle 
■was far from the boroygh j and, in particular, 
if ftic had heard what was become of the mar- 
chionefs his lady ? ". You alk a great many 
*' queftions," (replied ihe, with a fcomful 
look. ) She told me however (though with a very 
bad grace) that the caftle of Don Ambrofio 
was but a (hort le^ie from Ponte de Mula. 

When I had done eating and drinking (ic 
being by this time pretty late) I exprcfled a 
defire of going to reft, and bad them fhew me 
into a bed-chamber. " A bed chamber for 
*' you ! (faid the landlady, darting at me a 
" look full of haughtinels and contempt) I 
** have no bed-chambers for people who flip 
*' on a mdrfel of cheefe. — All my beds are 
*' befpoke:. — I cxpcft gentlemen, of impor- 
!f tancc- 
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**■ taiYce to lodge here to night; (o that all I 
" can do for you is to quarter you in the 
" barn ; and it won't, I fuppofe, be the firft 
*• time you have Ilept upon ftraw." She did 
not know how true fhe fpoke ; but I made no 
reply, and very wifely condefcended to fneak 
into the ftraw, where in a very Ihort time I 
flept like one who had fuffered much fatigue,. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Of his reception at Burgos by Bonna Mcnda. 

I Did not lie a-bed like a fluggard next morn- 
ing, but went to reckon with my landlady, 
who fcemed Icfs proud and fnappifh t!ian 
fhe had been the night before ; a change that 
I afcribed to the prefence of three honeft fol- 
diers belonging to the Holy brotherhood, who 
converfed with her in a very famiUar manner. 
—They had lodged all night at the inn, and it ' 
was, doubtlefs, for thefe gentlemen of impor- 
tance, that all the beds had been befpoke. 

Enquiring in the borough the way to the 
caftle whither I wanted to go, I addrefled my- 
fclf by accident to a man of the character of 
my landlord at Pennafior : not contented with 
anfwering the queftion I aflced, he lee me know 
that Don Ambrofio was dead three weeks ago, 
and that themarchionefs his lady had retired 
into a convent at Burgos, which he named. — 
I repaired immediately to that city, inftead of 
following the road to the caftle, as I formerly 
intended, and flying diredly to the convent 
E 4 where 
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where Jhe was, begged the favour of the por^ 
trefs to tell her that a young man, juft releaf- 
ed from the goal of Aftorga, defircd to fpeak 
with her. The nun went immediately to do 
what Idefired, and retLirning, introduced me 
into a parlour, where I had not been long 
when I faw the widow of Don Ambrofio appear 
at the grate in deep mourning. 

" You are welcome (faid the lady to me^ 
*' four days ago I wrote to a perfon at Aftor- 
" g.i, defiring him to go to you from me, 
" and tell you that I Ihould be glad to fee- 
" you, as foon as you Ihould be releafed ; and 
" I did not doubt of your being enlarged in 
•' a very little time, what I faid to the cor- 
" regidor in your behalf having been fufficient 
" for that purpofe. — In anfwer, to this he 
" wrote, that you had recovered your liberty, 
*' but nobody knew whither you was goncj 
*' fo that I was afraid I Ihould never fee you 
*' again, and confequently be deprived of the 
** pTeafure of manifefting my gratitude,—. 
" Don't be alhalned (added Ihe, obferving 
** my confufion on accouut of appearing 
" before her in fuch a miferable drefs) let not 
" your prefent condition give you the leaft 
*' uneafinefs. After the important fervice you 
"_ have done me, I fliould be the moft un- 
*' grateful of all women, if 1 negleifted to do 
*' (omething for you: I intend to extricate 
" you out of the wretched iituation in which 
*' you are : it is my duty and I am able to 
*' perform it — the confiderable wealth I am 
!1 now 
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'' now miftrefs of, impowering me to acquit 

" myfelf towards you, without incomrnoding 

" myfqlf. 

'* You know (continued Ihe) my adven- 

* turesro the day on, which we were both 
' imprifoned j and I will tell you what has. 
' happened to me fince. — When the corregi- 
' dor of Aftorga had ordered me to be con- 

* dueled to Burgos, after having heard from 
' my mouth a faithful relation of my ftory, 

* I repaired to Don Ambrofio's Caftle, where 
' my return oecaiioned extreme furprife, tho' 
' I was told it was too late j for the marqvis,, 
' thunder-ftruck at the news of my flight,. 
' had fallen ill, and the phyficians defpaired 

' of his life.. This was frefh caufe for me 

■ to complain of the rigour of my fate : ne- 
' verthelefs, having advcrtifed him of my ar- 
' rival, I entered his chamber, and running 
' to his bed-fide, threw myfelf on my knees,, 

■ my face bathed in tears, and my heart op-. 

■ prefied with the mofl:affii£ting grief! — What 

■ brings you hither (faid he, when he per- 
' ceived me) Are you come to contemplate 

■ your own work ? Was it not fufficient for- 

■ you to deprive me of life,, but you mufb 
' alfo have the fatisfadtion of being an eyc- 

■ witnefs of my death ?" — " No, my lord, 

■ (I replied) Inez muft have told you that 

■ I fled with my hulband ; and had it not 
been for the difmaL accident which has 

■ robbed.me of him,, you never Ihould have. 
; feen me again !■ At the fame time I let him-. 

E. 5, , ** know 
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" know that Don Alvaro had been murder- 
** ed by robbers, who afterwards carried me. 
" into their fubterranean retreat •, and, in 
*' ihort,, informed him of aU that had haj>- 
*' pened :-^When I had done fpeaking, Don 
*' Ambrofio ftretched out his hand to me, 
'* faying, with the utmoft tendernefs — I amfa- 
" tisfied — I ceafe to complain : — Why fhould 
*• I reproach you ! having found again a huf- 
*' band whom you dearly loved, you aban-- 
*' doned me to follow his fortune : ought I 
*' to blame you for fuch aconduft? No, ma- 
" dam, I Ihould have been in the wrong to- 
•* murmur at ir, therefore would not fuffer 
*' you to be purfued ; I" revered the facred 
** rights of your ravilher, and even your in- . 
** chnatioo towards him. — In fine,. 1 do you^ 
" juftice J and, by your return, you have rC;-. 
*' treivcd dl my tendernefs ! Yes, my dear 
** Mencia, your prcfence overwhelms me with 
"joy! but, alas t it will not laft Ibng. I feel. 
" my laft hour approaching ! Scarce are you- 
" reftored to my apns, when l muft bid you-. 
" an eternal-adieu !" At thefc affecting words, 
my tears redoubled T I felt and exprefled an 
immoderate aifliftion! I queftion if the death, 
of Don Alvaro, whom I adored, had coft mc 
more fighs t Don Ambpofib's prefage of his 
own death was but too true : he expired ne*t 
day; and 1 remained miftrcfsofa confider- 
abie eftate which he had fettled upon me, at 
our marriage. 1 intend to make no bad ufe 
of it. The world Ihall not fee me (though I, 
am- 
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am ftili young) throw myfelf into the arms of 
a third huftand -, for, befides that I think 
fuch a condudt would be inconfiftent with the 
virtue and delicacy of my fex, 1 own I have 
no longer any relifti for the world ; but de- 
fign to end my days in this convent, and be- 
come a bcnefaftrefs to it. 

Such was the difcourfe of Donna Mencia,, 
who, taking out a purfe from under her robe» 
put it in my hand, laying, " Here are an hun- 
" dred ducats, which 1 give you only to buy 
*' clothes : come and fee me again, after you 
** have equipped yourfelf; fori do not in- 
" tend to confine my gratitude within" fuch 
** narrow bounds." I gave the lady a thou- 
fand thanks ; and fwore I would not part 
from Burgos without taking leave of her: 
after this oath, which I had no intention to 
break, I went in queft of an inn, and going 
into the firft I perceived, demanded a room, 
telling the landlord, (to prevent the bad opini- 
on he might conceive of me^ from' the fhabby 
frock) that notwithftanding my appearance, 
I was in a condition to pay handfomely for 
my lodging.. At thefc words,, the inn-keeper, 
whofe name was Majuelo, naturally a great 
w^,. furveying me from top to bottom, an- 
fwered dryJy, with a farcaftic fneer, there was 
no occafion for fucji an affurance, to perfuade 
him that I (hould fpend like a prince in his : 
houfe : for he difcovered fomething noble in 
me, by my drefs ; and, in (hort, did notdoubt 
that I was a gentleman of very independent , 
E 6. " forurne^ 
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fortune. I could eafily perceive that the raf- 
cal rallied me, and in order to put an end to 
his witticifms, Ihewed my purfe. I even 
counted my ducats on a table before him, and 
obferving that my coin altered his opinion 
very much in my favour, defired he would 
recommend me to a taylor. " You had bet- 
" ter (faid he) fend, for a broker, who will. 
*''. bring along with him all kinds of apparel. 
" ready made, and fit you in a trice." I ap- 
proved of his advice, and refolved to follow 
it: but the day being near a clofe, deferred. 

" my purchafe till next morning, and thought 
of nothing but making a good fupper, to in- 

■ , demnify me for the fprry meals I had made.. 
fince my deliverance from the cavern. 

e H A P. XV.. 

Of the maimer in ■a>hich Gil Bias dreffed himfelf 
— Of the new-prefrnt he recieved from the lady^. 
and the e^uipige in which he departed from 



THEY brought for my fupper a huge fri- 
cafi'ee of Iheep-trotters, which I picked- 
to the bones ; and having drank in propor-- 
tion betook myfelf to reft. As 1 had the. 
convenience of a good bed, I was in hopes of 
enjoying a found ikep ; but for all that could 
not dole my eyes ; my thouglits being en- 
groiTed in determining upon the drefs I was 
to choofe. " What muft I do (faid I to. 
" myfelf (profecute my firft defign, buy a 
'f caflbck 
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•^ caflbck, and go to Salamanca in queft ot 
" a tutor's place ; But why (hould I take the 
*' habit of a licentiate ? Am I ambitious of 
" confecrating myfelf to the church ? or hare 
** the lealt bias that way i" No : I feel my- 
" felf (on the contrary) quite otherwife in- 
" clinetJ: I will turn gentleman, and endea- 
« vour to make my fortune in the world." 

Having refolved upon this, I longed for day 
with the utmolt impatience: and no fooner 
perceived the glimpfe of light, than I got up. _ 
and made fo mucli noife in the inn, that I 
wakened all thofe who were alleep, I call»l 
the waiters who were ftill a-bed, and who 
loaded me with curfes by way of anfwer." 
They were obliged to, rife, however, and I 
gave them no quarter, until one of theip had 
gone for a broker, who foon appeared fol- 
lowed by two • apprentices, carrying each a 
great green bag on his flioujders. He faluted 
me with great civility, faying, *' Signor Ca- 
*» valier, you are very happy iti having ap- 
•* plied tome, rather than to any other body. 
'* I don't choofe to' difparage my brethren^ 
" God forbid that I fhould prejudice ihcir. 
" repueation in the leaft! but between you 
** and me, there is no confcience among them. 
** Tliey are all as unbounded as Jews. I 
** am the only honeft broker in town. I con- 
*' fine myfelf to a moderate profit: being 
" fatisfied with a pound in the ihilling — I 
^ mean,, a Ihilling in the pound. Thank., 
" heaven l 
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** heaven! Ideal upon the fquare with aH 

'* mankind," 

The broker, after this preamble, which I 
took for gofpel, ordered his men too untie the 
bundles, and (hewed me fuits of all colours. 
Some which were of plain cloth I rejefted 
with difdain^ as being too mean; but they 
made me try one which feemed to have been 
made exadly for myfhape, and which ftruck, 
my fancy although fomewhat worn. It con- 
fifted of a doublet with flaflied fleves, a pair 
of breehes, and a cloak, the whole of blue 
velvet embroidered with gold. Fixing on this, 
I cheapened it, and the IwtAer, perceiving I 
was bent upon it, cbferved that I had an ex- 
cellent taflle. " Odds bodkins! (cried he), 
** one may fee you know what you are about. 
** 1 can tell you^ that fuit was made for one 
*' of the greateft lords in the kingdom, who 
** never had it three times on his back. Exa- 
** mine the velvet,, nothing can be finer; and 
** as for the embroidery, you muft confeis 
*• the work is exquifite." What will you fell, 
it for? (faid I) he anfwered, " Sixty ducats: 
** I am a rogue if I have not refufed the 
" money." The alrernative was plain. L of- 
fcrred five and forty, which might be about 
double the value. Mr. What d'ye call 'um, 
•* (replied the broker, with an air of indif- 
" ference) I never exaft too much. I am al- 
•* ways at a word.. Here (continued he, 
" fiiowing;' me fbme of thofe I had refuied) 
« buy this. I'll fell it a pennyworth." This. 
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was only to excite my defire of purcKaGhg that 
which I had cheapened^ and accordingly, 
imagining that he would not abateone farthing 
of hjs price, I counted into his hand the fixty 
ducats. When he faw me part vith them k> 
ealily,! believe in fpite of his boafted honcfty, 
he wilhed that he had afked a great deal more : 
pretty well fatisfied, however, with having 
gained nineteen Shillings in the pound,, he 
went away with his apprentices^, whoni I had* 
not forgotten. 

Having now a very handfome cloak, dou- 
blet, and breches, I fpent the reft of the morn- 
ing in providing other neceflaries. I bougltt 
a hat, filk ftockings, fhoes, linen, and 3 fword : 
after which, havtng drefied, what infinite 
pleafure had I in. beholding myfelf fo well 
equipped! My eyes (to ufe the expreffion) 
could not fufficiently glut themfelves with my 
attire ! Never peacock contemplated his own 
feathers with more fatisfaftion. That very 
day I made my fecond vifit to Donna Mencia^, 
who ftiU received me very kindly, and thanked 
me again for the fervice I had done her. On 
that Icore, many compliments pailed on both 
fides : after which, wiibing me all happinefs, 
fhe bade me farewell, and retired without giv- 
ing me any thing but a ring worth thirty 
piftoles, which fhe defired me to keep in- re- 
membrance of her. 

I looked very blank with my ring, having 

laid my account with receiving a much more 

eonfideyable prefent, and trudged back to my 

lodging, 
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lodgings in a brown ftudy, little fatisfied witb 
the lady's generofity. But juft as I entered 
the inn, a man, who had followed me all the 
-Way, came in likewile, and laying afide the 
cloak in which he was muffled up, difcovered 
a great bag under his arm. At the apparition 
of this bag, which had all tlie air of being full 
of money, I, as well as fome other people who 
were prelent, ftared with their eyes wide open i 
• .and I thought I heard the voice of an angel, 
when the man laying the bag upon the table, 
pronoimced, " Signor Gil Bias, hereisfome- 
*' thing that my lady marchioftefs has fent you." 
I made many profound bows to the bearer, 
whom r overwhelmed with civility: and he 
was no fooner gone than I darted^ upon the 
bag; like a hawk upon his prey ; and carrying 
it to my chamher, untied it without lofs of 
time, and found in it a thoufand ducats. I 
had juft made an end of counting them, when 
my landlord who had heard what the porter 
faid, came in to fee the contents of the bag., 
Thunderftruck. at the fight of my coin fpread 
upon the table — " Zounds (cried he) what a. 
•* vafl: fum of money is here ! You niuft be 
" a devil amongft the women (added he, with: 
■ " a fatirical fmile) for although you have not 
•* been four and twenty, hours in Burgos, 
*' you have a marchionefs already under toi^ 
" tribution." 

This difcourfe did not difguft me; I was 

tempted to leave Majuelo in his miftake, 

-wiiich already gave me a fenfible pleafure : fo 

that 
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that I do not wonder tliat young fellows love 
to be thought men of intrigue. My inno- 
cence, however got the better of my vanity: 
I undeceived my landlord, and recounred the 
ftoryof DoniT?. Mencia, to which he liftened 
with great attention. I then dilclofed the 
ftate of my affairs, and as he feemed to intereft 
himfelf in my behalf, begged the alnilance of 
his advice. Having mufed a while, " Signor 
" Gil Blafs (faid he) I h:ive' a regard for you j 
*' and fince you have confidence enough in 
" me to ujibofom yourfdf in this manner, 
" I will, without flattery, tell you what I 
*' think you are fitteft for. As you feem de- 
" figned by nature tor the court, I advife you 
*' to go thither and attach yourfclf to fome 
" grandee; but be fure either to meddle in 
" ' his concerns, or enter., into his pieafures j 
" otherwife you will lofeyour time. I know 
" the great. They look upon the zeal and 
" attachment of an honeft man as nothing at 
** all; and mind only, fuch as are ncccilary 
" to them. But you have another refource 
** (continued he): you are young and h^nd- 
" fome-, and thefe qualifications alone with-. 
*' out the leaft glimpfe of underftanding, are 
" more than fufficient to captivate a rich wi- 
" dow, or fome fine lady unhappily married: 
" if love ruins gentlemen of fortune, it often 
" maintains thofe who have none. It is my 
" advice therefore, that you go to Madrid; 
" but you muft by no means appear without 
« attendants: they judge there, as in other 
" places. 
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** places b/ appearance j and you will be 
•* confidercd only, in proportion to the figure 
*' you make. I will r^citnmend a fervant to 
" you — a faithful domcitic — a prudent, fober 
•' fellow — in one word n m'an of my own 
i' making, Purchafe a couple of mules, one 
*' for yourfelf, and another 'for him,, and fet 
*' out as foon as polTible." 

This advice was too much to nty own tafte 
to be neglefted : I therefore, next mdrnin^, 
bought tv/o handlbme mules, and hired tne 
fervant he had recommended : he was a fellow 
thirty years old, raf a fimple, religious afpeft^ 
born, as he faid, in the Kingdom of Galatia-, 
his name was ' Ambrofe de Lamela ; far from 
being felfilh like other fervants, he made no 
worjs about his wages, but afliircd me, he 
would be contented witli what in my goodnefs, 
I Ihould think proper to bellow. Having pro- 
vided myftlf likewiife with boots, and a port- 
manteau to Iiold my linen and calh, I cleared 
with my landlord," and early next morning fet, 
out from Btirgos og my way to Madrid, 

C rfA P. XVI. 

Shews that we cugbt not to truft too mwh to 
profperity. 

WE flept the firfi: night at Buennasi and 
arriving at Valladolid the day follow- 
ing about four o'clock in the afternoon, alight- 
ed at an inn, which feemed one of the beft in 
town. I left the care of my mules to my 
Ucqucy^ 
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lacquej', and' going up flairs into a chamber 
whither I ordered a ftrvant of the houfe to 
bring ray portmanteau, felt myfelf a little fa- 
tigued, and without taking off my boots, 
threw myicif on the bed, where I fell afleep, 
infenfibly. It being almoft night- when I 
waked, I called for Ambrofe, who was gone 
out, but returned in a little time : when I afked 
, where he had been, he replied with a pious aJr, 
that he was juft come from church, where he 
had been to return thanks to heaven, for hav- 
ing preferved hira from all evil accidents on 
the road from Burgos even unto Valladolid : I 
approved of his conduft, and bade him order 
a fowl to tiie fire for my fupper. 

At that very inftant," my landlord entered 
with a taper in his hand lighting in a lady 
who feemed more handfome than young, and 
very richly drefled: Ihe w'as fquired by an 
old ufher, and a little black moor carried her 
train. I was not a little iijrprifed when this 
lady, after having made a low curtfey, aiked 
if I was not Signer Gil Bias of Santiltane, to 
which I had no fooner anfwered in the affirm- 
ative, than flie quitted her attendant, and 
embraced me in a tranfport of joy, that re- 
doubled my aftonilhmcnt. " Bleffed be heaven 
*' (cried ftic) for this meeting! You arc the 
" perfon, Signor Cayalier, you are the very 
*' perfon I was in queft of!" At this preamble 
I thought of the parafite at Pennaflor; and 
began to look upon the lady as a downright 
bitej when I was induced to think moie 
favourabl^^ 
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favourably of her, by what foiWwed. " I ant 
(added fhe) coiifln-gennan to Donna Mencia. 
of Mofquera, who !ias been fo much obliged 
to you ; and received a letter from her this 
morning, importing, that having heard you 
was going to Madrid, I would oblige her very 
much, by treating you handfomely, provided 
you Ihould pafs this w.iy : I have been running 
all over the town thefe two hours, enquiring 
from inn to inn, about ail the ftrangers tliat 
arrived ; and by the defcription your landlord 
gave me of you, I imagined you might be the 
deliverer of my coufm. Ah! new that L 
have found you (continued fhe) you ftiall fee 
how fenfible I am of the, fervices you have 
done my family, and in particular, to my dear 
coufin! You fliall come to my houfe im- 
mediately (if you pleafe) \vh..'re you will 
be more conyenientiy lodged than here." I 
would have exculed myielf, by reprefenting to 
the lady, that I (houki incommode her family, ■ 
■but there was no refifting her importunities: 
thete was a coach waiting for us at the door» 
in which (he took csre to fee my portmanteau 
fecuredi •' becaufe (faid ihe) there are a great 
" many rogues in. Valladolid:" an obfcrvation 
I found but too true! In fliort, I went into 
the coach along with her and her fquire, and 
fuffered myfelf to be carried away from the inn^ 
to the mortification of the landlord, who by 
thefe means found himfelf difappointed of the 
money whichhe cxpe6ted X would Ipendat hi& 
houfe.. 

Our- 
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'Our coach having rolled fome time, ftopped 
at a pretty large houfe, where we alighted, and 
went up ftairs into an handfome apartme .t 
jighted by twenty or thirty wax-candks. We 
pafled through a good many fervants, of whcm 
ihe lady alked if Don Raphael was come yet j 
and .was anfwered in the negative-, iipfin 
which, addreffing herfelf to me, "Signer Gil 
"" Blafs (faid fhc) I have a brother whr,m I 
*' expeft this evening from a villa wc have 
*' two leagues from this: he will be very 
•' ^reeably furprifed to find in this hcufe, a 
*' gentleman to v/honi our whole family is fo 
"' much indebted." She had fcarce fpcke 
thefe words, when we heard a noife below, 
which (we were told) was occafinned by the 
arrival of Don Raphael; and that cavalier,- 
who was a young n-an of a good fliape and 
genteel addrefs, appeared foon after. " Ero- 
*' ther ffaid the lady to him) I amextrc.rely 
" glr,d of your return! you will ainit me in' 
*' doing honour to Signor Gil Bias of S.;n- 
" tillane-, to whom we can never enough 
" Jhew our gratitutle for wh,ithe has done in 
" behalf of our kinfwornan Donna Mencia: 
" there (added flie, giving him a letter) you 
*' may redd whiip Ihe has wrote on the Jub- 
*' je€t," Don Raphael optning the letter, 
pronounced thefe wgrds aloud — 



My 
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My dear Camilla, 

SIGNOR Gil Bias of Santillane, who 
preferved my honour as well as my 
life, has fet out for court; and as he will 
doubtlefs, pafs through Valladolid, I con- 
jure you by the blood, and ftill more, by 
the friendlhip that unites us, to fliew him 
all the refpeft in your power, and detain 
him fome time in your family. I flatter 
myfelf, that you will give me that fatis- 
faction, and that my deliverer Will receive 
all manner of civility from you and my 
coufin Don Raphael. At Burgos, your 
afFci5tionate kinfwoman, 

Donna Mencia. 

'* How! (cried Don Raphael) is this the 
" gentleman to whom my cbiifin owes her 
*' honour and life ? ah ! heaven be praifed for 
*' this happy rencounter!" So faying, he ap- 
proached, and clafping me in his arms, " What 
" joy do I feel (faid he) in embracing Si- 
" gnor Gil Bias of Santillane! my coulin the 
*' marchionefs had no occafion to lay fuchin- 
" junctions upon us: it would have been fui^ 
*' ficient to let us know, that you v^as to pafs 
** through Valladolid : my After and I know 
" very well how to behave ourfelves towards 
" a gentleman, who has performed filch art 
" important piece of fervice to the perfon for 
" whom, of all our family, we have the moft: 
*' tender regard." I aniWered as well as I 
could. 
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^ould, to thefe compliments, which were fol- 
lowed by a great many more of the fame na- 
ture, and interfperfed with a thoufund carefles : 
after which, perceiving that my boots were 
itili on, they ordered their fervants to puU 
them off: and we went into another room, 
where the cloth being laid, the gentleman, 
lady, and I fat down to fupper ; during which, 
they faid a thbufand obliging things to me: 
not a word efcaped me which they did not re- 
peat as an admirable ftroke of wit ; and it was 
lurprizing to fee how attentive they were in 
prefenting me with all the daintiefl: morfels. 
Don Raphael drank frequently to the hedth 
of Donna Mencia, in which I followed his 
example; and I imagined that Camilla, who 
did us juftice, fometimes threw certain very 
lignificant looks at me. I even obfervea ;iiat 
ihe chofe proper oppcrtunities of fo doing, as 
if ftie had been afraid that her brother would- 
perceive it. This was enough to perfuade me 
of the-lady's being fmitten^ and I llattered 
myfelf with the -hope of profiting by that dif- 
covery, during my Ihort ftay at Valladolid. 
This hope induced me to yield, without dif- 
ficulty, to their intreaties, when they requefted 
me to Ipend a few days with them. They 
thanked me for my complaifance, and the joy 
which Camilla difcovered on this occafion, 
confirmed mc in the opinion, that I had found 
the way to her"heart. 

Don Raphael feeing me determined to ftay 

with him fome time, propofed to carry me to 

his 
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his country houfe, of which he gave me a 
magnificent defcription ; and talked of the 
pleafiires he would there entertain me with. 
" Sometimes (faid he) we will take th^ di- 
** verfion of hunting, fomctimes that' of fiih- 
*' ing, and if you love walking, we have de- 
*' lightful woods, and gardens in abundance: 
, *• befides, we Ihall not want good companyj 
_■** and, on the whole, J hope you will not 
** gr.w melancholy among us." I accepted 
his offer, and it was determined that we ihould 
go to this cha- mlng place the very next day : 
Having projected this agreeable fcheme, we 
Tofe irom table ; and Don Raphael embracing 
■me, in atranfjjort of joy, Hud, " Signer GH 
*' Bias I will leave my fi'br co entertain you. 
"^ wliile I go immicliatcly to give neceffary 
" orders, and advertife tliofe people who I 
*' intend (hall be of the party." So faying, 
he went out of the room, and I contiuued 
converfmg with the luJy, who did not con- 
tradift, by her difcouric, the foft glances fhe 
had thrown at me. So llie took hold of my 
hand, and, looking at my ring, faid, " You 
" hive got a pretty diamond enough, but it 
" is a very fmall one. Arc you a connoiflcur 
*' in ftones?" When I anfwered in the nega- 
tive, " I am : .ly for it (faid Ihe) for you 
** might have told me what this is worth." 
With .hefi: .virds, ih'j Ihewcd me-a large ruby 
onher li'r'er, an'l, while I examined it, add- 
ed, " An unci ■ of mine, who was gover- 
*' nor of the Spanifh colonies in the Philip- 
*' pine 
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■* pine ifles, made me a prefent of this ruby, 
** which the jewellers here in Valladolid value 
*' at three hundred piftoles." — ** I believe it 
" is well worth the money (faid 1} for it is 
** extremely beautiful." — " Since you arc 
** pleafed with it (ftie replied) I will make 
" an exchange with you." And immedifite- 
lyflie pulled off my ring, and put her own 
on my Uttle finger. Having made this ex- 
change, which I looked upon as a genteel way 
of making a prefent, Camilla fqueezed my 
hand, <and looked at me in die moll tanguifh* 
ing manner i then ftarting up abruptly, wiOi- 
edme good night, and withdrew in great 
confufion, as if ftie had been alhamed of dif- 
clofing her fentiments. 

Novice as I was in gallantry, I knew well 
enough how to interpret this precipitate re- 
treat m my favour, and concluded thati fliould 
pafi my time very agreeably at their villa. 
Full of this flattering idea, and the profpe- 
rous condition of my affairs, I locked myfeif 
in the chamber where I was to lie, after hav- 
ing ordered my fervant to come and wake me 
early in the morning ; but inftead of going to 
rell, a gave a loole to thofe agreeable reflec< 
tions, which my portmanteau, that lay on the 
table, and my ruby, infpired. Thank hea- 
ven ! faid I to myfeif, if I have been unfortu- 
nate, I am no longer fo. On one fide a thou- 
fand. ducats; a ring, worth three hundred 
piftoles on xhs other! My finances will not 
be exhaufted in a hurry ! I fee now that Ma- 
VoL. I. ,F jueb 
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juelo did not flatter me. I (hall inflame the 
hearts of a thoufand ladies at Madrid, fince I 
have made fuch an eafy conqueft of Camilla. 
The favours of that generous lady prefented 
■themfelves to my imagination, with all their 
charms: and I anticipated the diverfions that 
-Don Raphael prepared for me at his houie in 
the country. In the. midft of thefe pleafing 
im^es, however, Sleep did not fail to Ihed his 
poppies over me ; fo that, finding myfelf drow^ 
i'y, I undrefied, aid went to bed. 

Next morning, when I awaked, I perceived 
that it was already late, and was a good deal 
fnxpiled that my valet did not appear in 
confequence of the order I had given him 
over night. Ambrofe, faid I to myfelf, my 
faithful Ambrofe, is eidier at church, or very 
lazy to-day. But I foon loft that Opinion of 
him, and conceived one much worfe-, for 
getting up, and miffing my portmanteau, I 
)bfpei5ted him of having ftolen it in the night. 
For further information, I opened the cham- 
ber-door, and called the hypocrite feveral 
times; at lart, an old man, hearing me, came 
and faid, " What would you pleafe to have, 
" Si^gnor? allyour people departed from my, 
*' houfe long before day." — " How (cried 
*' I) your houfe! am I not at prefcnt in the 
" hoide of Don Raphael?" — " I don't know 
" who that gentleman is (faid he) but you 
■ *' are in furnifhed lodgings, and I am the 
•' landlord: laft ni^ht, an hour before your 
*' arrival, the lady who fuppcd along with 
" you 
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*' you came hither, and hired this apartment 
" for a great lord, who, Ihe faid, travelicd 
" incognito; and even paid me beforehand." 
I was no longer in the dark ; I guefTcd the 
chara£t:ers of Catnilla and Don Raphael, and 
c;oncluded that my lervant, being perfectly well 
acquainted with my affairs, had fold me to 
theie Iharpers. Inftead of afcribing this un- 
lucky adventure to myfelf, and confidering 
that it would not have happened to me, had 
I not been (o indifcreet as to unbofom myielf 
unneceflarily to Majuclo, I imputed ail to 
innocent fortune, and curfed my fate a thou- 
fand times. The owner of the houfc, to 
whom I recounted the adventure, which, per- 
haps, he knew as well as I did, feemed afFe6t- 
ed witli my forrow, condoled me, and pro- 
tefted that he was veiy much mortified to find 
thatluch a fcene had palled in his houfe; but 
I believe notwithftanding all his profeflions, 
he was as much concerned in the trick as my 
landlord at Burgos, to whom, however, I 
have always attributed the honour of the in- 
vention, , 

CHAP. XVI!. 

' flow Gil Bias beftowed himfelf after the adven- 
ture of tbe ready-furnifhed lodging, 
HAVING heartily bewailed my misfortune, 
I confidered, t;iat inftead of giving way 
to forrow, I ought to animate myielf againft 
mifchancej and fummoning all my courage 
F i to 
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to my afiiftance, faid to myfelf while I put 
on my clothes, by way of confolanon, 1 am 
happy in that the rogues have not alto carried 
oft my apparel, andfome ducats which I have 
ftill in mypurfe: I gave them cttdit for this 
piece of civility, and fold my boots, which 
they had been generous enough to leave like- 
wife, to my landlord,- for one-third of the 
money they had coft- me. Then taking my 
leave of the ready-furnilhed lodging, with- 
out having occafion, thank God! for any body 
to carry my baggage, the firft thing I did, 
was to go and fee whether or not my mules 
were at the inn, where I alighted the preceed- 
ing night ; though I was of opinion that Am- 
brofe had not left them there; and 1 wilh to 
God, my (pinion of him had been always as 
juft! for they told me, he had taken care to 
fetch them away that very evening: where- 
fore laying my account with having feen the 
taft<.f them, as well as of my portmanteau, 
I ftroUed about the ftrcets in a melancholy 
manner, mufing on what ftiould be my next 
courfe. I was tempted to return to Burgos, 
and Ijave recourfe to DonnaMencia once more ; 
but when I refleiled, that in fo doing I Ihould 
abufc the gencrofity of the lady, and, at the 
fame time Be looked upon as a booby, I re- 
linquifhedthat thought, fwcaring I fliould for 
the future be upon my guard againft women ; 
and J believe at the time, I Ihould have 
miftrufted the chaftc Sufanna. I caft my eyes 
from time to time upon my ring, and when 
I con- 
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I coniidered that k was a prefcnt from Ca- 
milla fighed with vexation. Alas ! thought 
I, thciigh I am no connoifieur in rubies, I 
have too good reafon to know thofe who ex- 
change thcmi and I believe it is nat neceffary 
that I fhould go to a jeweller, to be perfuaded ' 
chat I am a fool. 

I wasw'lling, however, to be informed of 
the worth of ray ring, and accordingly (hsw- 
ed it to a lapidary, who valued it at three 
ducats. Though I was not furprized at this 
eftimation, I wilhed the niece of the gover- 
nor of the Philippine illes at the devil, or ra- 
ther only repeated the wifii. As I cime out 
of the jeweller's houfe, a young fellow, who 
was palling, flopped to confidcr me. Not being 
able to recoiled him at firft, although I had 
formerly been intimate with him, " How, 
" Gil Bias (faid he) do you pretend igno- 
'* ance of me, or have two years altered the 
*' fon of barber Nunnez fo much, that you 
"do not know him? don't you remember 
" F;;bricius, your companion and fchooLfel- 
*' low, with whom you have fo often difput- 
'* ect, at the houfe of Do£tor Godinez, upon 
" predicables and metaphyfical degrees?" 

I remembered him before he had done Ipeak- 
ing, and we embraced one another with tran- 
fport," *' My dear friend (continued he) how 
*' glad am I to meet thee ! I can't exprefs the 
*• joy I feci. — But (added he, with an air of 
" liirprize) what do I fee! egad! thou are 
;* drcfled like a prince! a fine fword, filk 
F 3 ** ftock- 
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'* locking, doublet, and cloak of velvet em- 
" broidered withfilver! — Odd'fniggers ! this 
'* fmells ftrong of intrigues ! I'll hold a wa- 
" ger that tiiou Ihareft the bounty of fonfte 
" liberal old lady." — " You are mifiEken 
*' (faid I) formy^aljairsarenctfofiourifhingas 
*' you imagine." — '* P(baw, pfliaw (replied 
•' he) you afFeiSi: to be a dole fellow ; that , 
" fine ruby on " your finger, Mr. Gil Bias, 
" whence comes that, I pray you?" — " It 
** comes (fald I) from an arrant jade. Fa- ■ 
" bricius, ir.y dear Fabricius, far from being .' 
** in vogue among the women at Valladolid, 
*' know that I am a moft ridiculous dupe." 

1 pronounced thefe laft words lb ruefully, 
that Fabricus was convinced of my having 
been impofed upon, in feme Ihape or other) • 
and prefled me to tell him what were my rea- 
fons for complaing of the fair-fex. I was eafily 
prevailed upon to fatisfy his curiofity; but as 
my ftory was pretty long, and befides, we 
had no intention of parting in a hurry, we 
went into a public houfe, that we might con- 
verfe together more atoureafe; and there, while 
we breaxfafted, I recounted to him all that 
had happened to me, fince my departure from 
Oviedo. He thought my adventures were 
extremely odd, and after having affured mc, 
that he very much fympathized with me, in 
my prefent unlucky fituation, faid, « Wc 
** muft confole ourfelves, my child, as well 
. *' as we can, for all the misfortunes of life. 
'" When a man of fpirit is unlucky, he waits 
!* with 
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*^ with patience for a more favourable con'-" 
** jun6ture. One (hould never, as Cicero iays,- 
** let himfelf be fo much, dejedted as to forget' 
" that he is a man. For my own part, I am' 
" of that very diipofition; my misfortunes' 
*' have not been able to overwhelm me, be- 
** caufe I am always above the caprice of fate. 
*• For inftance, I loved a girl of fome fafiito.T 
" at .Oviedo, who had a tendre for me-, I 
" afked her in marriage of her father, and- 
" he refilled me. Another, on this occafion, 
" would have died of grief: but I (admire 
" the force of genius) carried off" the -dear 
" creature: as Ihe was paflionate, thought- 
" lcf», 3nd vain, pleafure, of confequence, al- 
" ways determined her to the prejudice of 
'" duty;- I led her a dance, of lix months, 
"through the. kingdom a^ Galicia, from 
" whence, as I had given her a talte for ira- 
" veiling, Ihe was defirou= of going to Portii- 
'* gal i but, thought proper to chocrfe a new 
*' conduftor : here was another fubjeft of i!e- 
" fpair, but, for all that, I did not fink iin- 
" der the weight of it, and wilcr than Mc- 
" nelaus, inilcdd of declar.ng war againft tlie 
*f Paris who had ftolen my Helen, I thought 
" mylelf very much obliged to him, for hav-_ 
" ing rid my hand's- ot ' her. Afterwards, 
" being unwilling to return to the AfturJas, 
" that I might avoid all expoftulation with 
" juftice, I advanced into the kingdom of 
" Leon, fpending from town to town, tlie 
** remainder of the money I hjid carried oft" 
F 4 " with 
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" withmyinfantaj for^rehadnotquittedOvi- 
" edo with the full hand; and arrived at Pa- 
** kncia with a folitary ducaf, out of which 
** I was obliged to buy a pair of flioes ; fo 
'* that the remaining part could not laft much 
" longer: my fituation became very perplex- 
*• ing, and i was even reduced to a v«y ftriift. 
*' regimen : there was no tt|ne to be loft, I 
" refolved to go to fervice, and hired myfelf 
" to a great woollen-draper, whofe fon was 
. " an accomplifhed rake. Here, though I 
" found an afylum againft hunger, I was not 
*' a little embarraiTeo; for the father ordered 
*' me tQ be a Ipy upon the fon -, and the fon 
" i/itreated me to aflifl: him in cheating thc 
" father. Being obliged to determine, 1 pre- 
'* ferred the entreaty to the command-, and 
" that preference coft me my place. I aftcr- 
" wards went into the fervice of an old pain- 
" ter, who would have taught me, through 
*' friendfliip, the principles of his art; in the 
" demonftration of which, however, I was 
" almoft famiflied. This gave me a difguft 
" for painting, and a difrelifti for Palencia 
" at the fame time; and coming to Vallado- 
" lid by the greatcft good fortune in the 
*' world, I got mto the family of one of the 
*' direftots of the hofpital, where I now live 
*' pcrfeiSly happy. Signer Manuel Ordon- 
*• nez, my mafter, is a man of profound 
'* piety, who walks with his eyes always fixed 
" on the ground, and a large rofary in his 
" hand. . They fay, that from his youth, hav- 
" '"S 
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**ing nothing in view but the fluids of the 
** poor, he attached himfetf to them with in- 
**■ defatigable 2eal; and accordii^ly his cares 
** hare not been ill requited t every thing 
** prc^pers with him. What a blefling it is, 
*' that he has made himletf rich in managing 
** the aff^rs of the poor !" 

Fabricius having harrangued in this man- 
ner, ** I am TCry glad (faia I to him) to find 
" chee fo well fatisfied with thy condition: 
*• but, between you and me, I tiiink you 
" might play ^ a more honourable part in the 
*' wwld." — *' You are miftaken, Gil Bias 
*• (anfwered he) there is no fituation in life 
" more agreeable to one of my humour, than- 
" that which I now enjoy: trie employment 
'* of a lacquey is troubldbme, I own, to a . 
" filly fellow i but «> a lad of fpirit, it is ftill 
** of charms. A fuperior genius that goes 
^ to fervice, does not confine himfelf to the 
** menial circumftances of his duty, like a 
*' jimpleton : he goes into a family to ccmi- 
" mand rather than to obeyj he begins by 
** ftudying his mafter, he accommodates him- 
** felf to his foibles, g^ns his confidence, and 
•* then leads him by the nofe. 'Tb thus that 
*' I have behaved towards my dircftor. I 
** foon difcovered his hypocrify, and perceiv- 
** «d that he wanted to pafs for a pcrfon of 
*' great fanftity: I pretended to be nis dupcj. 
•^ that coft nothing. 1 did more, I imitated. 
•*■ him, and aitii^ in his prefence the fame 
« farce that he plays before others, I dccrived 
F 5 »■ the 
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" the deceiver, and am, by- degrees, become 
** his fac totUm. Under his aufpices, I hope 
*' one day to be concerned in the aflfairs of 
" the poor; in which cafe I may chance to 
" make my fortune too, for I iind myfelf as 
*' well inclined towards them as he can be 
" for his heart. 

" Thefe are fine hopes (replied I) my dear 
" Fabriciiis: I congratulate thee upon thy 
" prcf'peft; and for my own part, will have 
" recourle to my formei- fchemet convert 
*' my embroidered habit into a catlbck, re- 
" pair to Salamanca, and lifting myfetf un- ■* 
" d^r the banners of the univerfity, perfomr 
" the office of a tutor." — " A fine project 
" truly (criedFabricius)-,.an agreeable whim!- 

■ « what a fool wouldft thou be, to turn pe- 
*' dant at thy age ! doft thou know, wretch !■ 

. *i what thou art about to do? Soon as thou- 
*' flialt be employed, the whole family will 
** have their ey'es on thee,, and aU, thy aftion* 
»* will be fcrupuloufly examined : thou mulb 
" be eternally under eonilraint, clothe thy- 
** felf with hypocrify, and appear pofleffed of 
** every virtue. Thou wilt not have a mo- 
*' ment to beftow upon thy pleafures. Like 
*' a perpetual cenfoc of thy pupil, thou muft 
*' pafs tlie day in teaching him Latin, and in 
" rebuking him when lie (hall f&y or'' do any 
'* thing amifs: and after fo much labour and 
'• conftraint what will be the fruit of thy cares ? 
»^ If the little gentleman wants capacity, it 
" will belaid, tnou haft not given him good 
** cduca- 
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" education, and his parents will turn thee 
*' away, without any recompence ; perhaps, 
** even without paying thy appointments. 
•' Don't therefore talk to me of a preceptor's 
*' poft, • which is like a benefice with ture of 
" fouls : but commend me to the employ- 
** ment of a lacquey, which is a fimple bcne- 
** fice, encumbered with no charge. When 
** a mafter has vices, a fuperior gepius in his 
" fevice' will flatter them, ano often turn 
" them to his advantage. A footman lives 
*' in a good family, without the leall dlfquiet; 
** for ^ter having eaten and drank his belly- 
** /ul, he flecps like the fon of a lord, and. 
*• gives himfeli no trouble about either baker 
"- or butcher, 

" I Ihould never ha' done, child (continued. 
" he) was I to recount all the advant^s- 
" of footmen.^ Take my advice, Gil Bias,. 
" quit, for ever, the defign of becoming tu- 
" tor, and follow, my example." — " Yesi bur, 
*' Fabricius (faid.I) one does not always meet 
** with djredors j and if I (hould refolve to 
" turn lacquey, I fliould at leaft, choofe to be 
" well lettled." — ■' Oh! you are in the right, 
" (faid he) j that Ihall be my bufincls: I will- 
. ** infure thee a good place, if it was for no 
*' other reafon, than to fnaich a pretty fellow: 
** from the univerfity." 

The approachir^ mifery with which I was 

threaKned, and the air of fatisfatStion t[iat ap- 

'pcared in Fahriciys, perfuading me more than 

his reafons, I. determined to go , to. fervice : 

F 6 wherc- 
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whereupon leaving the public houi^ my com- 
panion fdid, *' I will conduct you to' the houfe 
'* of a perlbn, nho is confulted by ahnoft all 
** the footmen oat of place: he has ipi*s, 
" who inform him of what happens in aA fa- 
'* milies ; he knows where fervants arc want- 
" cd, and keeps an exaft regifter, not only of 
" the vacant places, but even of the good and 
** bad qualiues of mafters; he is one who 
" was rorrTierly a friar in Ibme convent- or 
** other; and, in ihort, 'twas he who recom- 
" mended me to the place 1 now enjoy," 

While we converfed about fuch a fingular 
office of intelligence, the fon of barber Niwi- 
nez eariedmeinto a blind altey, and we en- 
tered a little houle, where we found a man 
about fifty years old, writing at a table. We 
faluted him very refpwdtfuUy ; but whether he , 
was naturally proud, or accnftomed to &e lac-. 
queys and coachmen only, he had contraftcd 
an habit of receiving people cavalierly, and 
did not nfe from his leat, but contented him- 
ielf wkh making a flight inclination of the ' 
head. He looked harcTat me, however, and 
I could cafily perceive he was very much fur- 
prized that a young .man drefed in embroi- 
dered velvet ihould want to turn valcti he 
had more reafon to think 1 was come to be 
provided with' one: but he did not continue 
long in fufpence, v;ith regard to my inten- 
tion i For Fabrirtus, aceofting him at once, 
faid, " Signoi^ Arias de Lt-p^rtha, give me 
3 kavc to preftnt one of ray beft firiends to 
*' you: 
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** you: he is a young man of a good, family, 
*^ whom nusftMtunea nzvc reduced to the nc- 
** ceffity of g<nng to fcrvice. Pray infonn 
** him of a good place, and dqjend upon his 
" gratitude."—" Gentlemen (anfwcred A- 
** rias coldly) this is the manner of you all : 
** bt£<xe you are fixed, you make the fineft 
" [KtKTUKs tnthewtn^^butwlienonceyouare 
*• well fettled, you think no more of them." 
" How! (replied Fabricius (do you complain 
** of me ? have not I done honourably by 
" yoti?" — " You might have done better ftil^ 
** (£ud Arias) your place is vcvth a clerk's 
**. employment; and you have pud me, as if 
** t had introducei you' to the houfe of an 
" authw." Htxe I interpofcd, and lold ffi- 
gnor Arias, that to fhow him I was not xm- 
;rateful, my ackliowledgement fhould pr^ede 
is fcrvice } at the fame time, &king out twa 
ducats, I put them into his hand, with a pro- 
mife that I Ihould not ftop there, proritkd 1 
Aould find myfetf in a good family. 

He feemed ple;^ed with my behaviour, 
and faid beloved to be treated in that manner: 
" There are (cwitinued he) excellent pofts va- 
•• cant, which I will mention in order, that 
** you maycho(^e one that is to your liking.** 
So faying, he put on his fpedacles, opened 3 
Kgi^ which lay on the table, tinned over 
fome leaves, Midb^an to read as follows: 
■* A lacquey is wwt^ for Captain Torbellino, 
** a panionate, cruel, whimfical man, who 
.** grumbk&inc^Ewtly, fwears, beaE9i,andean- 
1' monly 
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" monljf m^ms, his fenrants." — " Let us' 
«* pa& on to the other (cried I, at that pic- 
" tare) that captain is not to my tafte." Ari- 
as fmlled at my vivacity, and proceeded in 
this manner : ** Donna Manuela of SandovaU 
*' a fuperannuated widow, full of peviJhncfs' 
" and caprice, has, at prefent, never a foot- 
" man : /he keeps but one for ordinary, and 
" him never a whole day. There has been- 
*' one livery fuit in the houle thefe ten years, 
*' which ferves all valets who enter, of what 
" fize and fhape foever xhey may be : but it 
" may be faid they only try it on-, for it is 
" ftillas good as new, although it has been' 
'f worn by two thoufand lacquics. Doiflor 
*' Alvar F^nnez, a philician and chymift, 
*' wMits a fervant : his domefticks are well fed^ 
*' handfomely entertained, and have, more- 
" over, great wages; but he tries experiments 
" upon them with his medicines, and there, 
" are often vacant places in his houfe." 

" Oh! I beUeveit {cried Fabricius, laugh~ 
'* ing) upon my confcience you fliow us abun- 
*' dance of fine places." — " Have patience,; 
*' (faid Ari^ de Londonna) we have not yet 
" done*, these are fome that I am fure wilV 
** pkale you," Then he continued to read- 
in thefe terms. *' Donna Alfonfa de Solis,. 
^' an old devotee, who. fpends wo thirds of 
*' the day at church, and infifts upon her foot- 
" man being always along with her, hay 
*' not had. a lacquey thefe tmee weeks. The 
i' licentiate S,edillo,,an old cannon of thechap-- 
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■" -Uf of this city, yefterday, in the evening, 
" turned away his footman." — " Hall there, 
" Signor Arias de Londonna (cried Fabri- 
** cius, in this place) we wilt fliclf to this laft 
*' poft._ The hcenciate Sedillo is one of my 
" mafter's friends, with whom I am perfeftly 
*' weU acquainted : I know that he has for 
*' houfekeepcr an old devotee called Dame 
"■-Jacinta, who difpofesof every thing in the 
" houfe: it is one of the belt families in 
'*• Valladolid, for a fcrvant who loves a quiet. 
** lifeand good cheer : befides, the cannon is 
" old and infirm, very much fubjeft to the 
*' gout, and will foon make his will^ fo-that 
*' there is room to hope for a good legacy. 
" What a charming profpcfl; for a fooimah ! 
" Gil Bias (added he, turning towards me) 
" let us loofc no time, my laid,, but go inftant- 
*', ty to the houfe of the UcentiateV where I 
" will myfclf prcfentyou, and anfwer for thy 
" charaftcr." At , thefe words, for fear of 
lofing fuch a fair opportunity, we took our 

- Icaue, in a hurry, o£ Signer Arias, who affuned 
mc for my money^ that.if I Hiould be baulked 
of- this place, I might depend upon his recom- 
mending me to one. as good. 

The End of tie First Book- 
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CHAP r. 

FaMciits atedaSs Gii BlaSy and intrtduets kirn 
to theJfcaaiate SetUUo. The Jituaitu if tbii 
canon. A dejcriptiai of bU beuftkeeper. 

W'. were lb much afrud of coming 
too latt, that we maAt but one 
leap from the aUe7 to the hoofe 
of the oM hceniiue. We knocked at the 
door, which was opened by a ^rl ten yearfr 
old, who paffed for the houfekceper's niecCj, 
in fpite of fcandal; and afkin? if the ca- 
non could be %oke with,^. Dame Jacinta 
appeared : ihe was a perfon ah^eadjr arriv~ 
rd at the age of difcretion, but ftiU hand- 
fomej and, in particular, I admired the 
frefiinefs of her complexion. She wore a long- 
gowa 
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gown of coarfeftufF, with a J^arge leathern gir- 
dle, from one fide of which hung a bunch of 
keys, and from the other a rofary of great 
beads. As foon as we perceived her we bow- 
ed, with profound refpe£l, and Die returned 
the falute very civilly, but with a modeft de- 
portment and downcaft eyes. 

" Having underftood (faid my comrade to 
** her) that mafter licentiate Sedillo has oc- 
*' cafion for an honeft valet, I am come co 
** prefent one, with whom, I hope, he will 
** be fatisHed." The houfekecpcr, at thefe 
words, lifting her eyes, furveyecl me with at- 
tention, and, not being able to reconcile my 
embroidery with the difcourfe of Fabricius, 
alked if it was I who wanted the vacant place. 
** Yes (faid the fon of Nu^Viez) it is this 
'* young man, who, notwithftanding his ap- 
** pearance, has met with q^isfortunes that 
•* oblige hjm to go to fervicV But he wiU 
*' foon forget his milhaps (aflded he, with 
".an infmuating aii) if he has thehappinefa 
'* to come into this family, . and live with the, 
" virtuous Jacinta, who deferves to be houfe- 
*' keeper to the patriarch of the Indies," At 
thefe words, this pious governante moved her 
eyes from me, to confider the polite pcrfon 
who fpoke, and, ftruck with his features, 
which were not altt^ether unknown to her, 
" I have (faid Ihe) a confufed notion of hav- 
** ing fcen you fomewhere! pray aflift my 
" recolleiEHon." — " Chaftcjaanta (anfwcred 
" Fabricius) I am proud (^ having attraded 
" your 
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*' your notice : yiave been twice in this hoiric 
** with my mafterSignor Manuel Ordonncz, 
" direftor of thehofpital." — " Ha! you're in 
" the right (repHed the houfekeeper); I re- 
** member it very well, and. recoUedt your 
*' face. Ah! fince you belong to Signor 
*' Ordonncz, you muft be a lad of worth 
*' and honefty; your place procLi'ms your 
*' virtue, and this young man could not have 
" a better recommendation. Come (added 
" Ihe} I will bring you to fpeak with Signor 
" Sedillo, who, I believe, will be very gkd. 
*' to have a fcrvant of your prefcnting,," 

We followed her accordingly. The canon 
loilged on the ground floor,^ which -confifted 
of four rooms well wait:Icotted ; in one of 
which flie defired us to wait a little, while 
ihe went into the next, where the licentiate 
was. After Ihe had ftaid with hin;i fome time 
in order to give him his tue, (he came and 
told us, that we might go in. ■ We perceived 
the old gourefied canon, buried as it were in 
an elbow chair, with pillows under his head 
and arms, and his legs fupporied on a large 
down cuihion. While we approached him, 
we did not fpare bows i and r abricius being 
ftill fpokefman, not only repeated what ho 
had faid of me to the houfekeeper^ but like- 
wifc extolled my merit, and enlarged chiefly 
on- the honour which I had acquired in phi* 
lofophical difputes, while I was with. Doctor 
Godinez; as if it was neceifary that a ca^ 
son's footman fhould. \k. a. profound philo>- 
fopher. 
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fopher. Neverthelefs this fine culogium that 
he beftowed on me, did not fail to caft a mifl. 
before the eyes of the licentiate, who obferv- 
ing befides, that I was not difagreeable to 
Dame J acinta, faid to my recommender, 
*' Friend, I take into my fervice the young 
" man vyhom thou haft brought. I am fa- 
** tisfied, and cohceive a favourable opinion 
'* of his morals, fince he is prefented by a 
** domeftic of my good friend Signer Or- 
** donnez." 

As foon as Fahrkius faw that I was engaged 
lie made a low bow to the canon, another 
ftill lower to the governante, and withdrew, 
very well Iktisfied, after having whifpcred to 
me that we Ihould fee one another often, and 
that I had nothing to do but to ftay where I 
was. — When he was gone, the licentiate aflc- 
ed tny name, and reaibns for leaving my na- 
tive country; and by thefc queftions engi^ed 
me, in prefence of Dame Jacinta, to recount 
my ftory. They weie both vtry much di - 
verted, efpecially with the account of my la^ 
adventure, Camilla and Don Raphael tickling 
them fo much, that it was like to have colt 
the old canon his life; for while he laughed 
with all his force, he was feized with fuch a 
violent fit of coughing, that I imi^incd it 
would have been his laft. As he had not yet 
made his will, you may eafily guefs how iiis- 
houfekeeper was alarcned : trembling and afto- 
niihed Ihe ran to the afliftance of the good 
man, rul^bed his forehead^ and flapped him 
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on die -back, as is pratStifed with children when 
they have the chin-cough. However, this 
was but a falfe alarm ; the old man cealed to 
cough, and his govcrnante to torment him ; 
and ] would have finilhed my ftory, had not 
Dame Jacinta, who dreaded snother fit, op- 
pofed it, and carried me out of the canon's- 
chamber into a wardrobe, where, among le- 
veral fuits of clothes, was that of my prede- 
cefTor. This flic made me put on, and leave 
my own in its room, which I was jiot f-^rry 
to preferve, in hopes that it would ftill be of 
ufe to me. After which we went to pi'epare 
dinner. 

I was not a novice m the art of drcffing 
visuals, having ferved a happy apprenticefliip 
under Dame Leonarda, who might have palled 
for a good cook: Ihewasnot, however, com- 

E arable to Dame Jacinta, who, for aught I 
now, would have gained the palm from the 
cot^ of the archbifliop of Toledo. She ex- 
-celled in every thing: her foups were ex- 
quifite, on account of her art in choofmg and ' 
mixing the different kinds of gravy, of which . 
they were compofed ■, and her haflies were 
feafoned in fuch a manner, as rendered them 
extremely agreeable to the palate. — When din- 
ner was ready, we returned into the canon's 
chamber, where, while I laid the cloth on a 
table fet juft by hia elbow chair, the houfc- 
keeper tucked a napkin under the old man's 
chin, and tied it over his flioulders. In a mo- 
ment after I brought a nie& of porridge* 
> that 
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that might hare been prefented to the moft 
celebrated dircAor of Madrid ^ and two cour- 
ses, which would haveftimulatedihe lenfuali- 
ty of a viceroy, had not Dame Jacinto been 
fparing of her Ipices for fear of inflaming 
the gout of the hcentiate, — At fight of theie 
delicate dilhes, my old matter, wl.tin I be- 
lieved impotent in all his members, ftiowed 
me, that he h^ not as yet loft entirely the 
ufe of his arms: he helped to difencumber 
him£:lf of his pillows, and chearfuUy pre- 
pared himfelf for eating. — Though his humd 
fliook, it did not refiife its fer\'ice, but went 
and came widi great expedition; in fuch a 
manner, however that it fpilt upon the table- 
cloth and napkin one half of what was intend- 
ed for his mouth. — I took away the foi^ when 
he had done with it, and brought in a roatted 
partridge. Banked with two quails, which 
Dame Jacinta carved for hjm. — She to<A care 
alfo to make him drink frequently lar^ 
draughts of wine, a little diluted in a large 
and deep filvcr cup, which fhe held to his 
mouth, as if he had been a child of fifteen 
months. He fell tooth and nail upon his coutfe, 
and did no left honour to the birds than he 
had done to the porridge; but when he had 
ftuffcd himfelf to the tongue, the devotee un- 
tied his napkin, replaced his pillows, and left 
him in quiet to take his afBcrnoon's nap in -his 
chair-, while we, having uncovered the taUe, 
went to dinner in our turn. 

In 
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In tliis manner did our canon dine every 
day, who, tbr aught I know, v/ss the greateJi 
.glutton of the whole chapter: though his lup- 
■per was commonly more flight, confiftlng, 
for the moft part, of a pullet and ibme con- ■ 
fcrves. I fed welt in this houfe, and lived a 
very peiccable life, -having only one grievance, 
which was no other than being obliged to 
watch my maftcr, and pafs the whole night 
like a nurfe. — Befides a retention of urine, 
thit obliged him to aik for his chamber-pot 
ten times in an hour, he was fubje6t to pro- 
fufcfweats*, and when this happened, it was 
my bufinefs to fhift him. " Gil Bias (faid 
" he, thefecondnight) thou haft aftivity and 
*' addrefs; and I forefee that I fhall be very 
*' well plcaled with thy fervice. — I recom- 
" mend to thee above all things to behave 
" thyfelf refpedlfuUy towards Dame Jacintaj 
"■Ihe is a wench who hasferved me thefe fif- 
*' teen ye^rs with a fingular zeal, and takes 
*' fuch care of my perlon, that I can never 
'* enough ihow my gratitude: wherefore I 
" own fhe is^oredcar tome than all my re- 
*' lations. For the love of her I have turned 
*' outof doors my nephew, my own fifter's 
** fon, who paid ^o refped: to the poor girlj 
** and, far from doing juftice to the -fmcere 
*' attachment flie has for me, the infolent boy 
" treated her as an hypocrite; for in this age 
** all virtue appears hypocrify to young peo- 
*' pie. — Thank heaven! I have got rid of 
" the fcoundrel : 1 prefer the love that is ma- 
« nifcfted 
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** nifefted for me to all the ties of blood, and 
'* am Iwayed only by the benefits I receive." 
— " You are in the right, fir (faid I to the. 
" licentiate): gratitude ought to have more 
.*' weight with us than the laws of nature." — 
" Doubtkfs (he replied) and people will fee 
" by my laft will, that'I have no regard for 
*' my relations. My houfekeeper will have 
" a good (hare and thou (halt not be forgot, 
*' provided that thou goeft on to ferve me 
»* as thou haft -begun. The footman whom 
" I turned away yefterday has loft a good- 
*' legacy by his own folly j if that paultry 
** fellow had not, by his miftjehaviour, oblig- 
" ed me to difmils Iiim, 1 would have made 
*' his fortune; but he was a proud coxcomb, 
" who was deficient in his refpeifl for Dame 
" Jacinta; and an idle rafcat, who -dreaded 
'* the fmalleft trouble, — He, forfooth, did 
" not love to watch over me, and looked up- 
*' on it as a great fatigue to fpend the night 
" in contributing to my eafe." — " Ah, ^ 
" wretch! (cried I, as if the genius of my 
*' friend had infpired m'e) he was not worthy ' 
" of living with fuch an honourable mafter! * 
" A lad who has the happinefs of appertain- 
" ing unto you, ought to be indefatigable in 
" his zeal: he ought to make a pleafure of 
" his duty, and not to think himfelf fatigued 
" even when he fweacs blood and water for 
'* your fervice." 

I perceived that thcfe words were very agree- 
able to the licentiat,, who was no.lefs iatisfied 
with 
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with the alTurance I gave him of being always 
perfedllv refigned to the will of Dame Jacin- 
ta. Willing therefore to pafs for a valet whom 
fatigue could not difpirit, I did my duty with 
the bell grace I could affume, and never com- 
plained of being up all nights a circumftance 
which, however, I .found very difagreeablej 
and had it not been for the legacy with which 
I fed my hopes, I fliould have been very foon 
difgufted With my condition, — Indeed I flept 
fome hours in the day-time; and the govcr- 
nante, to do her juftice, had a good deal of re- 
gard for me. — This muft be afcribed to the 
care I took in gaining her good graces, by 
the moft complaifant and refpeiftful behaviourj 
when .1 was at table with her and her niece, 
whofe name was InefiUa, I Ihifted their plates, 
filled wine, and ferved them with a moft par- 
ticular attention; by which means linfinuated 
myfelf into their friendfhip. One day, while 
Dame Jacinu was gone out to market, fee- 
ing myretf alone with Inefdla, I b^an to 
converfc with ber, and aflced if her father and 
mother were ftill alive. " O ! not at all (an- 
** fwcred Ihe) they are dead long — long ago, 
" — my good aunt told me fo. As for my 
*' own part, I never faw them," I fincerely 
believed the little girl, though her anfwer wjs 
not categorical ; and pother into fuch a hu- 
mour ot talking, that (he told me more of 
. the matter than I wanted to know. She in- 
formed me, or rather I gathered from her art- 
lefs chat, that her good aunt had a very good 
fncnd, 
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friend, who i'lveA likcwife with an old canon, 
whofe temporalities he ' managed j and that 
thefe happy domcfticks expefted to join the' 
pillage or .their -mafters by a marriage, the 
iwtets of which tJiey tafteti before-hand, I 
have already obferved, that Dame Jacinta, 
though fomewhat fuperannuated, had ftill a 
frcftinefs of complexion. 'True indeed, Ihe 
fparcd nothing to preferve it ; for, ■ befides a 
glyfter which Ihe cook every morning, (lie 
fwallowed during the day, and when fiie went 
to bed, fome excellent jellies of her own com- 
. poling, and flept foundly all night, while I ' 
watched mytnafter: but that which, perhaps, 
contributed more- than any thing to preferve 
her colour from fading was an iflire, wjiich 
Inefilla told mefiie had in each leg. 

CHAP. II. 

In "what manner the'- canon was treated -when he _ 
■fellftck — the-confe<iueii'-£ of it; and the legaiy- 
he left Gil Bias. \ 

I Served the licentiate Sedillo three months 
without complainingof the bad nights he 
mademepafa-; at the end of which time he 
fell -fick of a fever, and felt his gout increafed 
by the pain which itOccafioned j- [o that, for 
the firft time inhis life^ which had been long, 
he had recourfe to phyficians, and -fent for 
Doctor Sangrado> ■ whoni all Valladolid looked 
upon as another Hippocrates. Darnc Jacinta 
^ would have been better pkafed, if the canon 
Vol. I. G had 
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had begun by making his will, and even dropped 
ibme hints on the fubjea; but, befides that 
he did not believe him(elf near his' end, in 
fome certain things he was extremely obfti- 
Uate: I therefore went in learch of Dr. San- 
grado, and brought him to the houfe. He 
was a taU, me^re, pale man, who had kept 
the fhears of Clotho employed during forty 
yckTS at lead. — This learned phyfician had a 
very folemn appearance, weighed his difcourfc, 
and gave an emphafis to his exprefllons : his 
reafoning was geometrical, and his opinions 
extremely fingular. 

After having examine,d the fymptoms.of 
my mailer's difeafe, he faid to him with a 
very phyfical air, " The bufinefs here is to 
" iiipply the drfeiSt of perfpiration, which is 
*' obftructed : others, in my place, would 
" doubtlefs prefcribe faline draughts, diure- 
*' tics, diaphoretics, and fuch medicines as 
*' abound with mercury and fulpher ; but ca- 
" thartics and fudorifics are pernicious drugs, 
" and all the preparations of chymiftry arc 
** only calculated to do ri"fchief : for my own 
" part, I pradtife a method more fimple, and 
♦• more fure. — Pray, what is your ordinary 
" diet?" — *' Myufual food (replied the ca- 
" non) is broth and juicy meat." — " Broth . 
" and juicy meat ! (cried the doftor, fur- 
" prized) truly, I do not wonder to find you 
*' lick : fuch delirious victuals are poifoncd 
" pleafuies, and fnares that luxury fpreads 
" for mankind, in order to ruin them the 
■ '* more 
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** more efFcctually. Yoii muft renounce aU 
** palatable food: the mod falutary is that 
" which is molt infipid ; for as the blood is 
*' infipid, it requires fuch viAuals as partalcc 
" the molt of its own nature. — And do you 
•' drink wine? (added he.") — " Yea (laid 
" the licentiate) wine diluted." — " O ! di- 
" luted as much as you pleafe (replied the 
" phyfician): what an irregularity is here? 
*' what a frightful regimen! you ought to 
*' have been dead long ago. How old are 
*' you, pray ?'* — " I am going in my fixty- 
" ninth year (replied the canon.")—" Right 
•* (faid the phyfician) ; an early old age is ai- 
" ways the fruit of intemperance. If you 
" had drank nothing elfe than pure water all 
" your life, and ^ad been fatisBed with Ample' 
*' nourilhment, fuch as boiled apples for ex- 
** ample, you would not now be tormented ^ 
" with the gout, and all your limbs would 
" perform tneir funflions with eafc. I do 
" not defpair, however, of fetting you to 
" rights again, provided you be wholly rc- 
** figned to my directions." 

Tne licentiate having promifcd to obey him 
in aU things, Sangrado lent me for a furgeon, 
whom he named, and ordered him to take 
from my mailer fix good porringers of blood, 
as the firft e0brt, in order to fupply the want 
of pcrfpiration. Then Tie faid to the furgeon, 
*' Matter Martin Omnez, returninthreehours, 
** and take as much more ; and repeat the 
*' fame evacuation to-morrow. It is a grofs 
G 2 *' error 
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*' error to think that blood is necelTary far 
" the prefervacion of life : a patient cannot 
-*' be bloodetl too much J for as4ie is obliged 
" to perform no confiderable motion or ex- 
■" ercJIe, bittjuft only to breathe, he has no 
" more occafion for blood than a man who is 
*' atlcep ;- life, in boih,_ confiiting in the pulfe 
•*' and refpiration only." The doctor having 
ordered frequent and copious evacuations of 
this kind, he told us, that we muft make the 
canon drink warm water incefTantlyj afliiring 
us that water, drank in abundance, was the 
true fpecific in all diftempers whatever. And 
when he went away, he told Dame Jacinta 
and me, with an air of confidence, that he , 
would anfwer for his patient's life, provided 
we would treat him in the manner he had pre- 
fcribed. The governante, who poffibly thought 
oiherwife of this method, protefted that it 
Ihould be followed with the utmoft exaitnefs. 
Accordingly we fee about warming water with 
Jill difpatch; and as the phyfician had recom- 
mended to us, above all things, not to be too 
fparingof it, we made my mafter drink for 
the firft dole two or three pints, at as many 
draughts. An hour after we repeated it, anU 
returning to the charge, from time^to time, 
overwhelmed his ftomach with a deluge of 
water: the furgeon feconding us, ontheother 
hantt, by ttie quantity of blood which he drew 
. from him, in lei's than two days the old canon 
was reduced lo extremity. " - 

This 
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TKrs goo;l prieft, being quite fpent, faid to 
me with a feeble voice, as 1 prefentcd him 
■witH a large glafs of the fpecific, " Hold, Gili 
" Bias, give me no more of it, my friend : 
"' I fee plainly that I mult die, in fpite of the 
■ " virtues of water; and though there is fcarce 
" a drop of blood left in my body, I don't 
** find myltlf a whit the belter : which is a 
" plain proof, that the moft expert, phyfician 
" in the world cannot prolongour days, when 
" their fatal period is arrived : go therefore 
*' and fetch a notary, for I want to make my 
*' .will" At thefc laft words, which I was 
not forry to hear, I aflcdted to feem melan- 
choly, and concealing the defirel had to ex- ■ 
ccute his commifliqn,, " Well, but Sir (faid. 
"I) you.arenoi;yet fo low, thank God, but 
♦' that you may recover." — " No, no, child 
" (replied he) it is all, over with me. I feel 
" the gout mounting upwards, and death ap- 
^*' pr'oaching. Make hafte, therefore, and do' 
" as Ibid thee." J perceived, fure enough, 
that he changed vifibly, find the affair appear- 
ed fo urgent that I went out as fait as poffible 
"to fulfil his orders; .ieayiiig with, him Dame 
'Jaci.'ita, who was more afraid dian 1 that he 
would die inteftatc. J. went into the houle of 
the firft nptary I \vas diredied to, and finding 
him at home, " ^Ir (faid I) the licentiate 
*' SediUo, my mailer, draws towards his end, 
" and wants to have his lalt will made'; fo 
** that there is not a momrjit to lofe." The 
rjotary, who was a brilk old man, and took 
" , . " G 3, delight 
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delight in- rallying, afked what phyfician at- 
tended the canon ; I anfwercd, Do(5tor San- 
grado. — At that name, feizing his hat and 
cloak in a hurry, " Zooks! (cried he) let us 
'* m>:kehafl:e; for the doilor is fo expedi- 
" lious that he feldom gives his patients time 
'* to lend for notaries : that man has choufed 
'* me out of a great many jobs." 

So faying, he followed me with great eager- 
nefs, and while we walked together at a good 
pace, that ws might arrive before he ihould 
be at the laft gafp, " Sir (faid I to him) you 
"know that a teftator at the pomt of death 
'* is apt to forget things: now, if my mafter 
•* fhould not remember me, I beg you will 
" remind him of my zeal and attachment," — ■ 
" That I will, my child : (replied the little 
** notary) thou mayeft- depend upon me for 
*' that. I will even advife him to give thee 
** fomething confiderable ; let him be never 
" fo little difpofed to reward thy fervice." 
The licentiate, when we came into his cham- 
ber, had ftiU the ufe of his fenfes, and Dame 
Jacinta, who was with him, her vifage bathed 
in tears, which flie had at comniand, nad play - 
ed her part, and befpoke the good man's be- 
nevolence. So that Ihe and I left the notary- 
alone with him, and went into the anticham- 
ber, where, meeting the furgeon whom the 
do<5tor had fent to make- one evacuation more^ 
■we flopped him. " Hold, Mr. Martin (faid 
•' the governante) you canhot go into SignoF 
" Sedillo's chamber at prefcntj he is dittat- 
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■* iug his laft will to a notary who is with 
*' him I when that is done, you fhall have 
*' leave to do your office." 
. This pious gentlewoman and I were much 
afraid that the licenciace would die before his 
will could be finifhed : but happily for us, the 
deed that occafioned our difquiet was execu- 
ted: and the notary, finding me in his way as 
he came out, clapped me on the fhoulder, fay- 
ing, with a fmile, " Gil Bias is not forgotten." 
Thefe words infpired me with exceffive joy j 
' and I thought myfelf fo much obliged to my 
mafter for havinjg remembered me, that I pro- 
mifed to pray with all' my heart for his loul, 
after his death, which foon happened j for the 
fui^on having blooded him again, the poor old 
man, wjio was but too much exhaufted before^ 
expired almofl: during the operation. As he 
breathed his laft fighs, the pnyfician came in, 
and looked very foolilhly, notwithftandinghis 
long praftice of difpatching patients. Nevcr- 
thelels, far from imputing the canon's death to 
his watery draughts and evacuations, he ob- 
fervcd as he went out, with an air of indiffer- 
ence, that the patient had not loft blood 
enough, nor drank a fufficient quantity of 
warm water; while the executioner of this 
fublimeart, I mean the furgeon, feeing alfo,' 
that there was no more occaiion for his office, 
"followed Dod:or Sangrado. 

As foon as the breath went out of our pa- 
tron's body. Dame Jacinta, InefiUa, and I» 
raifed a concert of mournful cries vblch were 
G 4 heatd 
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iieard all over the neighbourhood : the gover- 
nance efpecially, who 'had the greateft caufe 
, 10 rejoice, uttered Tuch dolrful accents, that mie 
would have th^ght ftje was the moft affliifted 
perfon upon earth ; and the chamber was in- 
ftantly filled with people drawn thither more 
by curiofiiy than compaflion. The relations 
of the deceafed no fooner learned the news of • 
his death than they poured irjto the houle,.'to 
feal up every thing, and found the houfc-kceper 
in fuch affliftion, that they imagined at firft, 
the canon had not made his will : but they foon 
undcrftood that there was one fandtioned by all 
the ufual formalities; which when they came 
to open, and faw that the teftator had difpofcd 
of his beft effefts in favour of Dame Jacinta 
and the Httle girl, they made his funeral fpeech 
in terms not much to the honour of his me- 
mory ; they pronounced an eulogtum 'on' the 
'devotee, at the fame time, and even beftowed 
fome praifes on me, who, I muft own de- 
fcrved fome at their hands: for thfc licentiate . 
(reft his foul) ! in order to make me remember 
him as long as I fhouJd live, explained him- 
felf in an article of his will, with regard to 
me, in this manner. — " Item, as GilBlas Is a 
*' young man of feme undcrftanding already, 
", in order to complete his learning, I leave to 
*' him my library, all my books and many- 
" fcripts without exception." 

I could not conceive -where this pretended 
library could be, having never perceived any 
fuch thing in the houfe. Iknevtonlyof afew 
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papers, with five or fix volumes that ftood 
upon a flielf in my maftcr's clofec ; and thefe 
*ere my legacy ; though the books could not. 
be of any great iervice to me, one being inti- 
tjed, The Complete. Houfewife : another treat- 
, cji ofj Indigeliibn and the Method of Cure j 
the reft, were. The four Parts of the Breviary, 
which the moths had almoft confumed. With 
rfgard to the Manufcripts, the moft curious . 
cbntainedall the proct^dings of a law-fuit in'- 
which he was once engaged for his prebend. 
After having examined the lagacy with more 
attention then it ueferved, I lefc it to the rela- 
tions who envied me fo ffiuch. I gave them 
back the very clothes I wore, and refumed my 
own ; claiming my wages only,, as the fruit of 
niy fervice, and refolving to leek a.place elfe- - 
where. As for Dame Jacinta, befides the mo- 
ney which was left to her, Ihe was in pofleflion 
of fome valuable effedls, which by the affift-- 
anceof her good friend, (he had foun^. means, 
to lecrete during the licentiate's -laft illnels. 

'CHAP. III. 

GU Bit's engages Mmfelf in the fervice of "DcBor - 
■ Sangrado, and hscom'es a ceklrated pb^ctan. 

IRefolved to vifit Signor Arias de Londonna,.. 
and confult his regifter for a new place ; but 
as 1 was juft going into the blind . alley where , 
he lived, I metDo£tor Sangrado, whom I had: 
not feea fince the death of my n^after, and 
took the freedom to falute him. He recolledt- - 
G 5. tA: 
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ed me immediately, although I had changed 
my drefs, and > exprefling fome joy at feeing 
me, " Art thou there, my child (faid he) I 
was juft thinking of thee ; having occadon for 
a good lad to lervc me, I imagined that thou 
' wouldft anfwermy purpofe very well ; if thou 
canft read and write." — " Sir (anfwered I) 
in that particular I can do your bufinefs." 
" Say'ftthou fo (faid he); then thou art the 
man I want : come to my houfe, where thou 
Ihalt find every thing agreeable; I will treat 
ihce with diftindion ; and though I give no 
wages, thou Ihalt want for nothing: I will 
take care to maintain thee handlbmely : and 
will even difcover to thee, the great myftery 
of curing all diteafes : in a word, thou Ihalc 
rather be my pupil than my fervant." 

I accepted the doctor's propofal, in hopes of 
making myfelf illuftrious in phyfick^ under the 
aufpices of fuch a learned mafter ; and he car- 
rlta mc home with him on the inftant, in order 
to initiate me in- the employment for which I 
was dcfigned. This employment confifted in 
writing the names and places of abode of the 
patients who fent for him while he was abroad r 
lor this purpofe, there was in the hcuie, a re- 
giftcr, in which an old woman, who was his fole 
domeftic, fet down their feveral direftions : but 
befides that Ihc was utterly igftorant of fpel- 
ling, ftie wrote fo ill that for the moft part 
it was impoffibJe to decypher her fcrawL 1 
was inveftcd with the charge of this book» 
which might have been with great juftice ftilcd 
are- 
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a re^fter of the dead ; for almoft all the peo- 
ple whofe names it contained gave up the 
ghoft. I inferted in it (to ufe the exprcflion) 
the names of thofe people who were to fet out 
fpr the other world, as the clerk of a llage- 
coach-office reg^fters thofe who take places. 
The pen was feldom out of my hand, becauie 
there was; not at that time a phylician in Val~ 
ladolid of more credit than Doctor Sangrado, 
who had acquired great reputation with the 
publick, by a pomp of words, a folemn air, 
and fome lucky cures which had done him 
more honour than he deferved. 

He did not wane praftice, nor of confe- 
quence money, which however, did not make 
us fare the better, his houfekeeping being ex- 
tremely parfimonious j our ordinary food con- 
iilting of pealc, beatis, boiled codlins, or 
cheefei which aliments (he faid) were agree- 
able to the ftomach, as being moft proper for 
trituration, in other words, cafily brayed; Not- 
withdanding this his opinion, however, he did 
not approve of our eating a belly-fuUcven of 
them: in which, to bcfure, he was much in 
the right : but, if he forbid his maid and me to 
eat a great deal, he allowed us, by way of re- 
compence, to drink as much water as we could 
fwatlow : far from reftriifting us tn this parti- 
cular, he would fometimes iay, -" Drink, my 
children, health confiftsin the fupplenefs and 
humcftation of the parts: drihk water in great 
abundance: it is an univerfat menitruum that 
diffolves all kinds of fait. When the courfe 
G 6 of 
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of tfie blood is too languid, this accelerate* 
its motion J andwh'en too rapid, checks its im- 
petuofity.'": The honefl:*!lo£tor- was fo well 
convinced of the truth of this doftrine, that 
he himfetf drank, nothing but" wate*-, though 
he was weli ftricken in years. He defined old 
age, a natural decay,, that withers and confumes 
us.: and in confequence bf this definition, de- 
p!<)red the ignorance of thofe who call wine. 
" -the milk of old men :"■ for.' he maintained 
th^t the juice of the grape waftes and deftroya- 
them*, and with great eloquence obferved, that 
this fatal liquor is to thera,' as .to all the worlds 
a treacherous friend a'nd* deceitful pleafure. 

In fpite of ^ all this fine reafoning,' I had not 
been eight days in the houfe, when Iwas feiz-' 
ed with a loofeneft, and- began to feel great 
dilbrder in my bov«]s, which I was raflv 
enough to afcribe to the univerfal dtffolvent 
and.Tncagre fubfiftence on which I lived. T 
Complained of it to my mafter, in hopes that 
he would relent and allow me a little wine at 
meals : but he was too much an enemy to that 
liquor to gratify my expeftation, "If thou ■ 
feeleftin thyfelf •(iaid he to me) any reiuftancc 
to fimple element, there arc innocent aids in 
plenty, that will fupporrthy ftomach ftgainlt 
the.iafipid tafte of water j fage, for example, 
and baum will give if an admirable flavour ; 
and an infunonof cbrn-poppyj gillyflower, 
ami rofemary, will render it ftill ' more de- 
licious. . . - 

" ■ Not- 
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Notwithflandmg all he eould fay in praifc ■ 
of water and the excellent beverages he taught. 
me to compofc, I clrank of it with fuch mode- 
ration, that perceiving, my temperance,' he. 
fdid, " Why, truly, Gil Bias, I am not at all- 
fiirpriied, that thou doft not enjoy good.healtfi. , 
Thou doft not drink enough, my friend. Wa- 
ter taken in fmall quantities fervcs only to dif- 
entangle the particles of the bile, and give 
them more activity; whereas they Ihould be. 
drowned in a copious dilution; don't be afraid,, 
my child, that abundance of water will weak- 
en and relax thy ftomach : lay afide that pa- 
nic fear which perhaps thou cntertainefl: of 
plentiful drinking. I will warrant the confo- 
qaence, and if thou doft not look upon me as 
afufficient bondfnian,. Cclfus himfdf Ihall be . 
thy fecurity. That Roman oracle beftows an 
admirable eulogium on water, and afterwards 
fays, in exprefs terms, that, thoie who excufe 
their drinking of winc^ on account of a weak 
ftomach, do amanifeft. injury to that orgjn, 
■by ufingfuch a cloak fpi;thcjr own fenfuality." 
As it would not have .looked well for me to 
febw myfelf intractable in the very beginning 
• of my career in phylic 1 I fe'coied perfuaded of 
his being in the right, and will even own I was 
cffeftually convinced ; fo that I. continued to 
drink water on the guaranty of Celfus, or ra- 
ther to drown niy bile in copious draughts of 
that liquor; and akhough I felt myfelf every 
da^ more and more incommoded by k,. preju. 
dice got the better.of expedience > ib happily 
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was I difpofcd by nature, for becoming a phy- 
fician. I could not always, however, rcfift the 
violence of my diforder, which increafed to 
foch a degree, that I refolved, at length, to 
leave Doflor Sangrado ; but he invefted me 
rfith a new employment which made mc 
change that refolution. " Hark'ee, my child 
(faid he one day) I am not one of thofc harfli 
and ungraceful maflicrs who let their domeftics 
grew grey in their fervice, before they rccom- 
penfc them. I am well pieafed with thy bc- 
navioor, I have a regard for thee, and without 
further delay will make thy fortune. 1 will 
immediately difclofe to thcc the whole extent 
of that falucaif art which I have phifeflcdfa 
many years. Other phyficians make this con- 
. fift in the knowledge of a thoufand diificulc 
fciences : but I intend to go a (horter way to 
work, and fpare thee the trouble of ftudy- 
ing pharmacy, anatomy, botany, and phytic : 
know, my friend, all that is required is ta 
bleed the patieitts and make them drink warm 
water. This is the fecret of curing all the dif- 
tempers incident toman. Yes ! that wonder- 
. ful fecret which *f reveal to thee, and which 
nature, impenetrable to my brethren, hath not 
been able to hide from my refearches, is con- 
tained in thefe twoptrints, of plentiful bleeding 
and frequent draughts, of water. I have no- 
thing more to impart ; thou knoweft phyfi.c to 
the very bottom, and reaping the fruit of my 
long experience, art become tn a twinkling as, 
ikilful aa I am. Thou mayeft (continued he) 
eale 



G IL B L A S. 135 

eafe me not a little, at prefent ; in the morn- 
iaa tHou (halt keep our regiftcr, and in the 
aftcnoon gO and vifit a part of my patients : 
while I take care of the nobility and clergy, 
thou Ihalt go in my room to the houfes of 
tradefmen, where I am called : and when thou 
ihalt have praftifed fome time, I wilt procure 
thy admiflion into the faculty. Thou art 
learned, Gil Blaa, before thou turneft phyfi- 
cian ; whereas others prefcribe a long time, 
generally all their lives, without ever becom- 
ing learned." 

I thanked the doctor for having enabled mc 
with fuch difpatch to ferve as his deputy ; and, 
as an acknowledgement of his favours, aflured 
him that I would follow his maxims as long 
as I lived, even if they fhould. be contrary to 
thole of Hippocrates. But this aflurance was 
not ahogethepfmcere'i for I difapproved of his 
opinion with regard to water, and refolved to 
drink wine every day, when I went out to vi- 
fit my patients. I committed my own clothei 
to a peg for a fecond time, and put on a fuit 
of my matter's, that I might appear in all re- 
fpefts like a phyfician: after which, I pre- 
pared myfcif for cxercifiogmedicineatthetx- 
pcnce of whom it fliould concern. My coi^ 
iftijfai being upon an Alguazil who was ill of a 
pleurify, I ordered him to be blooded withouc 
mercy and filled to the tongue with water : I 
went afterwards into the houfe of a paftry- 
cook who lay roaring with the gour, and 
whofc blood I was no more fparing of than the 
Alguazil's 
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Alguazils ; taking care alfo not to reftrift him 
ip the article of water. ■ For thdfe prefcriptions, 
I. received twelve- rials, which rhade me fo en- ■ 
amouredof the'profeifion^ [hatKhoughf* the. 
more mifchief' the better Tport." Coming out 
of the pafl:ry-cocA:'s hoafe, I met Fabricius, 
whom I Ijad not ften fince the death of the li- 
centiate Sedillo ; and who, having looked at me ■ 
fome minutes with furprize, kt his hands in his 
fides, and burft out into an immoderate fit of/ 
Uughter. It was not without reafon; for hav- 
ing a cloak that-tr&iied on the ground, with a 
doublet and breeches that would have ferved a 
man foiit times as big as' me, my figure was 
truly original. I let him laugh till he was 
tired, not without being tempted to follow his 
example; but Iconftrainedfnyfelf in order to 
pcefervedecorum, and the better apethe phy- 
fidan, who is no rifiblc animal. If myludi- 
creus appearance had excited the irnhh of Fa- 
bricius,my gravity incrtaftd it; and when he. 
hadtndwlged it fufHciently, ' " Upon my con- 
fcicnce, GilBlaa, (faid he) thou art pleafantly 
equipped. Who the devil has difguifed thee in 
this manner?" — " Softly, friend (replied I) 
foftly.— 'Learn to Ihow more refpeft for ano- 
ther Hippocrates j and know, that 1 am the 
deputy of Do<ftor Sangrado, thcmbftcelebra- 
tedphyficianof Valladoiid, withwhom 1 have 
lived thefe three weeks. He has taught me 
phyfic to the very, bottom, and as he cannot, 
m pcrfon attend all the fick who fend for him, 
I aflift him. in ■ hife Vifitition ; he takes care of 
■■- tlK, 
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the great, and I of the plebcans." — « Very 
well (replied Fabricius) he leaves the blood of 
the commonality to thee, while he rcfcrves that 
of the gentry to himfeifi I congratulate thee 
upon thy fhare ; for it is better to have to do 
with the populace than with perfons of fa- 
fliion : happyisafuburbphyfician ! his faults 
are lefs obfcrvcd, and his aflaflinations lefs 
known. Yes, my child (added he) thy fitua- 
tion is to be envied, and to fpeak in the words 
of Alexander, if I was not Fabricius, I could - 
Willi to be Gil Bias." 

To Ihow thefon of barber Nunnez, that he 
had reafon to praife the happinefs of my pje- 
fent condition, I produced the rials which I 
had received from the Alguazil and paftry- 
cook ; Upon which wc went into a publicfc 
hOiife in order to fpend fome of them : here 
we were feryed with pretty good wine, which 
■the longing defire I had of tafting that liquor, 
making me think ftill better than it was, I 
drank huge draughts of it, and (nodifparag?- 
ment to the Roman Oracle) the more I filled my 
"ftomach, the lefs did that organ complain qf 
the Injury it received. Fabricius and I having 
ftaid 'together a long time in the public-houfc, 
and'laughed heartily at the expence of our ma- 
fters, as the cuftom is among ierv^nts, Vie 
parted in the" twilight, after having , made, a 
mutual promifc of meeting again iij the fame; 
place, next day in the afternoon.. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Gil Bias centinues -to dEl the phyfidaH with equal 
capacity and fuccefs, — The adventure of the 
ring retrieved. 

I Had jufl got home when Doctor Sangrar 
do came in, to whom I gave an account 
of the patients I had viGtcd, and.put into his 
hand eight rials which remained of the twelve 
I had received for my prefcripiiona, " Eight 
" rials! (faid he, after having counted them) 
•' this is a fmall niatxrfor two vifits ; but wc 
** muft refufe nothing." So it appeared: for 
he kept fix, and gave me two, " Hold Gil 
" Bias, (added he) there is lomething for thee 
" to begin ftock : I allow thee a fourth part 
*' of what thou Ihalt get, and thou wUt be 
" rich in a very fhort time (my friend) for, 
" pleafe God, there will be plenty of difcafcs 
*' this feafon." 

I had reafon to be contented with my fliarcj 
bccaufe, refolving to detain always a third 
part of what 1 Ihould receive from the patients, 
and afterwards touching a forth of what' 
fhould remain, it would on the whole (if there 
be any truth in arithmetic) amount to one half 
of what I Ihould earn. This conlideration in- 
fpiring me with new ardour for my profeflion, 
next day when I had dined, I refumed my phy- 
fical drefs, and going out, vifited feveral pati- 
ents whom \ had rcgiftered, and whom I created 
after the fame manner, though their diftempers 
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were quite diffcrenr. Hitherto things had 
gone fmoothly on, and nobody (thant hea- 
,ven) found fault with my prescriptions j but 
however excellent the praftife of phyfic may- 
be, it cannot efcape cenfure. Going into the 
houfe of a grocer whofe fon was dropfical, I 
there met with a little fwanhy phyfician called 
Doctor Cuchillo, whom a relation of the gro- 
cer's, had brought along with him: I made 
profound bows to every body prcfent, and in 
particular, totheperfon who (I concluded) 
was called to confuk with me about the dif- 
tempcr of the patient ; he faluted me with 
great gravity, then eying me attentively for 
fome minutes, " Signor Do£tor (faid he) pray 
excufe my curiofity : T thought I had been ac- 
quainted with all my brethren the phyficians 
of Valladolid; but I confefs your features are 
utterly unknown to me: fure you muft not 
have been long fettled in this city." I anfwer- 
ed that I was a young practitioner, who as yet 
only prcfcribcd under the aufpices of Dodor 
Sangrado. " I congratulate you (faid he, 
bowing) on your having embraced the me- 
thod of fuch a great man ; and 1 do not doubt 
that you are already mafter of your bufinefs, 
notwjthftanding your youthful appearance." 
He fpoke this fo naturally, that I did not 
know whether he was in jell or earneft, and I 
was thinking upon fome anfwer, when the 
grocer interpofing, faid, *' Gentlemem, ( am 
perfuaded that you arc both perfeftly well ac- 
quainted with the art of phyfic, therefore, 
pray: 
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. pray examine' the ntuation of my fon, and 
. prcfcribewhat you Ihall judge proper iof his 
cure." 

Accordingly, the little doflor enqpired into 
theftate of our patient, and after having made 
. me obferve all the fymptoms of the difeafe, 
- alked in. what manner I propofcd to treat him. 
■" I am of opinion (faid I) that he Ihould be 
blooded every^dayv and drink, hot water in- 
abundance." At ihefe words the little phy- 
lician laid with a fatirical grin, *' And do you 
tliink thefe remedies will lave his life ?" Never. 
doubt ■ that (cr'ed I, in a rcfolurc tone) they 
.muft certainly produce that effeft, being, (as 
Doctor Sangradooblerves) fpeclfics againftall 
Jiinds of diftempers.. " At that rate {relied 
be) Celfus is^ y«ry much to blSmc, in affuritrg-- 
us, that for themorecafy cure of a dropfy, ic 
isrequifitC'to maltpthe patient fuffer both hun—. 
ger and thirft." — u Oh Celftjs,! refumed, is not 
my oracle :■ he was as liable to miftakesas any- 
other ; and I h*vefometimes found my account 
in afliing quite contcary to his opinion." — " X. 
■ perceive by your difcourfe (faid' Cuchillo) the 
lure and fatisfadtory method "that Doftor San- 
grado wouldinfinuate into young practitioners:, 
the whole ©f his praftife confifts ' in bleeding 
ftnd aqueous draughts j therefore I am not at 
allfurprifcd to.fec fo many honeft people die.. 
Bnder his hands."—" None of your inVeftives: 
(faid. I, interrupting him with fome heat) itr 
does npt look well to hear a man of ycmf pro- 
feffion csft'fycb reflections. Come, chme, Mt-^ 
. ; . ■ ' Doftor^ 
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T)ofl:or, abundance of. fick people are fent to 
the other world withqiit being blooded, or ■ 
drinking hot wateci and I don't doubt that ' 
you have difmifled your fliare of them : if 
you have any thing to fay againft Doftor San- 
grado, commit it to paper, he will anfwer it, 
and we (hall foon fee on which fide the 
laughers are." — " By St. Jago and St. Denis ! 
(cried he in a rage) you are^ little acquainted ' 
with Doftor Cuchillo ! Know, friend, that I 
have both teeth and nails, and am not at all 
afraid of Sangrado, who, in fpite of his va- 
nity and prefumption is a downright ninny." 
The appearance of the little doctor making 
me defpife his wrath, I replied with great 
bitternelsj he anfwered in the fame manner, 
and we came to fifty cuffs in a very fhort time : 
fome blows paiTeJ, and each of us loft an 
handful of hair, before the grocer and his 
Jcinfnian could part us ; which when they had 
accomplilhed, I was paid for my vifit and dif- 
miffed, while they retained my antagonift, 
who feemed to them the more lltilful of the 
two. 

After this adventure, I had like to have- 
met with another as bad r for going to vifit a 
fat chanter who was ill of a fever, I no fooner 
mentioned hot water, than he fell into a rage 
againftthc fpecific, curfed and fwore, called 
me a thoufand names, and even threatened to 
throw me out of the window. I mov?d off 
fafter' than I came in, and not choofing to fee 
any more patients that day, betook myfelf to 
the 
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the houfe appointed for the rendezvous be- 
tween me and Fabricius, who was already 
there : and as we found ourielves in a frolick- 
fome humour, we draniC hard, and went home 
in a ftate of elevation — that isi half feas over. 

Signor Sangrado did not obferve that I 
was drunk, bccaule he miftook my extrava- 
gant geftures in recounting the quarrel I had 
with the little doctor, for an effeift of the 
emotion occaConed by the battle : bcfides, 
having been principally concerned in our dif- 
pute, he became a party, and piqued at Qu- 
chillo, faid, « Thou haft done well, Gil Bias, 
in defending the honour of our remedies 
againft that little abortion of the faculty. He 
aSirms then, that aqueous draughts are im- 
proper for the droply ! Ignorant wretch ! I 
maintain — I do^that a dropQcal patient can- 
not drink too much. Yes, water (added he) ■ 
can cure all kinds of dropfies, as well as rheu- 
matifms, and the green-ficknefs ; it is more-, 
over excellent in fevers where the patient burns 
and ftiivers at the fame time : and of incre- 
dible effeft even in thofe diftempers that are 
imputed to cold, ferous, and phlegmatic hu- 
mours : this opinion may appear ftrange to 
fuch rawphyficians as Cuchillo; but it is ea- 
fily fupported by theory and praftife , and if 
fuch as he were capable of reafoning philo- 
fophically, inftead of, decrying my method, 
they would become my mod zealous' parti- 
zans." 

He 
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He did not therefore fufpeft my being fud- ^ 
died, fo much was he enraged ; for, in order 
to inflame him the more againft the little doc- 
tor, I had thrown into my-ftor/ fome cir- 
cumftances of my own invention. Neverthe- 
lels, fired as he was with what I- had told 
him, he perceived that I drank more water 
that evening than ufual, the wine having made 
me very thirfty. Any other than Sangrado 
would have fufpefted my extraordinary 
drought, and tlie great draughts I fwallowed j 
but he firmly believed that I began to relifh 
watery potions j and faid, with a fmile, " I lee, 
*' Gil Bias, thou haft no longer an averfion to 
•' water. , Heaven be praifed, thou drinkeft 
** it now like neftar. A change that does 
" not furprifc me at all, my friend ; for I 
** knew that it would foon grow familiar to 
** thy taftc." — " Sir {I replied) there is a 
** time for all things; I would not at prefcnc 
" give a pint of water for an hogfhcad of 
*' wine." The doftor, charmed with this 
anfwer, did not negledt fuch a fair opportu- 
nity of extolling the excellence of water i but 
uttered a new eulogium on it, not like a cold 
advocate, but with all the fervour of an en- 
thpfiaft. " A thoufand times (cried he) a 
" thoufand and ten thou/and times more va- ' 
'* luable and innocent than the taverns of our 
" days were thofc baths of ages paft, into 
*' which people did not go to proftitute in a 
»• fhameful manner their lives and fortunes 
•' by glutting themfclvcs with winej but 
** where 
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" where people'met for amufement,,and drank . 
" Hot water with honour and fecurity !. One 
" cannot enough admire the wife provifion .of 
*' thofe mailers of civil life, who eftabliHied 
" publick places where water was freely given 
" to all comers, and who fecured the wine 
" in the (hops of apothecaries, permitting it 
*' to be lifed by the prefcriptions of phyfici- 
" ans only,. What lurprifing fagacity ! It is 
" doubtlefs (added he) owing to fome lucky 
*' remains of that ancient frugality, worthy 
** of the 'golden age, that there are ftill a few. 
" who, like thou and I, drink nothing but 
*' water ; and, who as a prcfervative from, 
** or ciire of all diftempers, truft to hot wa- 
" ter unboiled : for I have obferved that boil- 
** ed water is more heavy and lefs agreeable 
*' to the ftomach." 

While he uttered this eloquent harangue, I 
had like to have laughed in hisface more than 
once : I kept my gravity however. I did 
more. — I entered into the doctor's feniimcnts, 
inveighed againfl: the ufe of wine, and la- 
mented that mankind had contrafted a tafte for 
fuch. a pernicious liquor. Then (as my thirft 
was not fufficienily quenched) I filled a large 
goblet with water, and having I'wallowed long 
draughts of it, " Come, Sir (faid I to my 
" mafter) let us regale ourfelves with this 
" benevolent liquor, and revive in your houfc 
" thofe ancient baths which you regret fo 
" much." He applauded my zeal, and dur- 
ing, a whole quarter of an hour, exhorted me to 
drink 
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drink nothing but water, in order to fami- 
liarize myfelr to this prcfcription» I proniiled 
to fwallow a . great quantity every evening j 
and chat I might the more eafily perform my 
promife went to bed witli a refolution of go- 
ing to the tavern every day. 

The oppofition I met with at the grocer's 
houfe, did not deter me from prefcribing warm 
water and bleeding, next day. As I came 
out of a houfe where I had been, to vifit a 
frantic poet, I met an old woman in the ftreet, 
who accofting me, alked, if I was a phyfician ; 
when I anfwered in the affirmative, " Well 
then (faid Ihe) I moft humbly beg you will 
comealongwith me; my niece was yefterday 
taken ill, and I don't know what is the mat- 
ter with her." I followed the old gentlewo- 
man, who conducted me to a Iioufc, and in- 
troduced me to a pretty neat chamber, where 
I found a perfon in bed, and going towards 
her, in order to enquire into the fymptoms of 
her difeafe, was immediately ftruck with her. 
features, which when I had obferved fome 
minutes, I rccoUcfted her to be no other thail ■ 
the female adventurer who had fo dextrouQy 
afted the part of Camilla, As for her part, 
file did hot fecm to remember me ; whether, 
the oppreflion of her own diftemper, or my 
phyfical garb, fecured me from her recollec- 
tion — Laying hold of her arm, in order to 
feel the pulfe, J perceived the ring upon her 
finger ; at fight of which I felt a terrible 
emotion, and a violent defire of attemptinr)- 

Vol. I. H to 



l;,GOOt^l>J 



»4& ADVENTURES OF 

to retrieve it: but cohfidering that the wo- 
man might fall a crying, and Don Raphael, 
or fome other champion of the fair fex. Come 
to their affiftance, I was at pains to refift the 
temptation, and imagining it would be better 
to diffemble, and take the advice of Fabri- 
cius, ftuck to this laft refolution. In the. 
mean time the old woman preffing me to let 
her know the nature of her niece's diftemper, 
I was not fool enough to own myfelf ignorant 
of the matter ; but, on the contrary, affecting 
the man of fkill, and copying my mafter's 
deportment, I told her, with great gravity; that 
the diftemper proceeded from the patient's 
want of perfpiration, and that, of confequence, 
Ihe muft be fpeedily blooded, that evacuation 
being the only fubftitutc of perfpiration : I 
llkewife prefcribed warm water, that the rules 
of our praftife might beexaftlyobferved. 

Having made my -vifit as Ihort as poflible, 
1 ran to find the fon of Nunnez, whom I met 
at the door, going out to execute a commif- 
fion for his maltcr : I told him my new ad- ^ 
venture, aflcing, if he thought I ftiould caufe '' 
Camilla to be arretted in courfe of law ? He 
anfwered, " Not at all. That is not the way ■ 
to fee thy ring ^ain ; for the officers of jus- 
tice hate to make reftitution. Remember the 
jail of Aftorga, where thy horie, money, and 
even thy clothes were detained by thele har- 
pies. We muft rather make ufe of our own 
induftry, in recovering thy Jewell : I'll under- 
take to find out fome ftratagem for that pur- 
pofe. 
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pore, and I will think of it in my way to the 
hofpital, where I carry a ftiort meflage to the 
. fteward,, from my matter : go and wait for 
me at our tavern, and be not impatienfi for 
I will be with thee in a very little time." 

He did not, however, arrive at the rendez- 
vous, till after I had been there t"hree hours j and . 
then lb difguifed, that at firtt 1 did not know 
him: for he changed his drefs, twifted his 
hair into a qiieue, covered one half of his face 
with a pair" of artificial whiflters, provided 
himfelf with a huge fword, the hilt of which 
was at leaft three feet in cicumference 5 and 
inarched at the head of five men who looked 
as fierce as himfelf,, and wore alfo long rapiers 
and thick muftachios. " Your fervant, Si- 
gnor Gil Bias (faid he, accofting me) you fee 
in me an alguazil of a new ftamp, and in 
thefe brave fellows who accompany mc, foU 
diers of the fame model. Show us only tlie 
houie of the woman who ftole your diamond, 
and be affiired that we' will make her reftore 
it in a twinkling." I embraced Fabricius at 
this difcourfe, which explained the ftratagcm 
he intended to put iji pTaftife in my behalf j 
and alTured him that I very much approved 
of ills expedient, I faluted alfo the falfe fol. 
diers, wliowere threevallets, andtwo journste 
men barbers of his acquaintance, whom he 
had engaged to a& this part. Having treat- 
ed the whole brigade' with wine, we went 
all together, in the twilight, to Camilla's lodg- 
ings, and knocked at the door, which the old 
H 2 . . woman 
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woman opening, and taking my attendants 
for the terriers of jufticc who inevei- entered 
that houfe without cauie, was feizcd with con- 
fternation. ** Courage, good mother (faid 
Fabricius to her) we .are come hither only 
on account of a fmall affair that will foon be 
determined." So faying, we advanced to the 
chamber of the fick perlbn, conducted by the 
old woman, who walked before, lighting us 
with a wax taper in a filver candleftick. Ta- 
king the candle in my hand, I went towards 
the bed, and difcovering my face to Camilla, 
*' Perfidious woman ! (Tald I) behold the too 
credulous Gil Bias, whom you have tricked. 
Ah wretch ! I have found you at laft, and the 
corr^idor, in confequencc of my informa- 
tion, has ordered this alguazil to apprehend 
you. Come, Mr. Tipftaff (faid I to Fabri- 
cius) do your ofEce." — '* There is no occa- 
fion (anrwered he, raifing his voice) for ex- 
horting me to do my duty. I remember that 
there creature, who has been a long time 
marked in my memorandum-book, with red 
letters. Rife, my princefs (added he) drefs 
yourfelf with all dlipatcji. I intend to be 
your ulher, and condu6t you to the city jajl, 
if you think well of it." ■• 

At tliefe words, Camilla^ fick as Jhe was,' 
perceiving ihat two of his followers, with the 
great wifiicts, were about to drag her out .by 
force, fat up in lier. b=d, clafped her hands in 
a fupp'iiant po^ure,- and looking at mc wfth 
terror in her eyes ; " Signor Gil Bias (faid 
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Sk) I conjure you by the chafte mothci who 
bore you, to have pity upon me ! though I 
. am very guilty, I am ftiU more unfortunate ! 
don't ruin me ! I will reftore your ring." So 
faying, Ihe took it off from her finger, and 
put it into my hand. But I told ncr, my 
diamond alone would not fuffice : and that Ihe 
muft, bcfides, make reftitution of the thoufand 
ducats which had been ftolcn from me in 
the furnifhed lodging. " Oh Signor! rfhe 
replied) do not aik your ducats of me ; the 
traitor Don Raphael, whom I have not feen 
fmce that tim^ carried them off the fame 
night." — " Oho, my little darjing (faid Fa- 
bncius to her) you think to get out of the 
fcrape, by denying you had any fli are of the 
booty? but you flian't be fa eaCily quit, I 
alTure you ; your being an accomplice of Don 
Raphael is a fufficient reafon for obliging you 
to give an account of your paft lite. You 
have, doubtlefs, agreat nSany things- on your 
confcience, and tJierefore you Iliall go to pri- 
£bn, if you pleafe, and make a general con- 
feflion. I will carry this old gentlewoman 
thither alfo (added he) for I imagine ftie 
knows a great many Curious ftorics which die 
corregidor will not be forry to hear." 

At thefe words the two women put every 
tiling in praftife to melt us, filling the cham- 
ber with cries, groans, and lamentations : while 
the old woman on her knees, fometimes before 
the alguazil, and fometimes before his attend- 
Mts, ■ endeavoured to move their compaflion ; 
' H 3 Camilla. 
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Camilla implored me in the moft affefling 

■ manner, to lave her from the hands of juftice^ 
Upon which I pretended to relent, faying to. 
the fen of Nunnez, Mr. Officer, fince I have 
got my diamond, I am fatisfied. I don't de- 
fire lo give this poor woman any further trou-: 
ble ; and would not even fcek the death of a 
finner. " For fliame {faid he) a man of 
yoi.;r humanity would make a bad trooper : 
but I muft acquit myfelf of my cOmmifTion, 
by which I am exprefsly ordered to apprehend 
thefe infantas; for the corregidor wants to 
make an example of them." For heavcn'a 
fake! (I replied) have feme regard to intrea- 
ty, and abate a little of your feverity, in con- 
fideration of the prefcnt which thefe ladies 
will often " Oh! that's another affair {Md 
he) J that is what we call a figure of rhetoric 
well placed — Come, let us fee what tliey have 

, got to give me." — " I have (faid Camilla} a 
pearl -necklace and ear-rings of a confiderable 
value." Hei-eihe was interrupted with. " Yes, 
" but if they come from the Philippine ifles 
" I'll have none of them." — " You may take 
" them, upon my word, I'll warrant them 
" genuine," (faid ihc); at the fame time de- 
firing the old woman to bring a little box, 
out of which Ihe took the necklace and ear- 
rings, and put them into the alguazil's hand. 
Though he Knew no more of jewels than I did, 
he was perfuaded that the diamonds of the 
ear-rings were genuine, as well as the pearls 
of Ui<; Q^cklaccj tjjereforc having examined 
theni- 
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ifient attentively, " Thefe jewels (faid he) fcein 
** to be of good water, and provided the 
" filver candfeftick, which Signer Gil Bias 
*' has in his hand, , be added to them, I won't 
** anfwer for my fidelity." I don't believe 
(faid I to Camilla) that you will for a trifle, 
break oflf a treaty fo much to your advantage. 
So faying I gave the light to the old woman, 
and the candleftick to Fabricius, who being 
fatisfied with what he had got, becaufe (per- 
haps) he faw nothing elfe in the room whicli 
he could eafiiy carry off, faid to the ladies, 
*' Adieu, my princefles j live in peace. I will 
" fpcak to the corregidor, and reprefent you 
" whiter than fnow : for fuch as we can give 
" what turn we plea& to things, and never 
•' tell him the plain truth, except when we 
** are under no temptation to lie/* 

CHAP. V. 

ITbf fetjuelof the ring retrieved, Gii Bias quits 
the profeffion of fh^ic^ and makes bis retreat 

from Falladolid. 

AFTER having in this manner executed 
the fcheme of Fabricius, we left Ca- 
milla's lodgings, congratulating ourfelves up-, 
on a piece of fuGcefs that even furpafled our 
expectation j for we had laid our account with 
recovering the ring only. However, we car^ 
ried off we reft without ceremony-, ^d, far 
from making a fcruple of fobbing courtezans, 
Vc thought we had done a meritorious adion. 
H, 4t r"" Gen- 
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— " Gentlemen, faid Fabricius (when he had 
" got into the ftreet) it is my opinion that 
" we fhould eo back to the tavern, and Ipend 
" the night m making merry. To-morrow 
*' we will ftll the candleftick, necklace, and 
*' ear-rings, and Ihare the money like bro- 
" thers ; after which we will return to our 
'* feveral homes, and make the bcftcxcufe we 
" can to our mafters." This propofal of 
the alguazil fcemed very rcafonable to us all : 
we returned to the tavern, fome of us be- 
lieving we could eafily find an excule for hav- 
ing lain abroad, and others not caring whe- 
ther they ftiould be difmiffed or no. 

We ordCTcd a good fupper, and fat down 
to table with as much appetite as good hu- 
mour. The repaft was leafoncd with a thou- 
fand agreeable failies s and- Fabricius, in par- 
ticular, enlivened the converfation, and di- 
verted us ali extremely, by innumerable Itrokes 
replete with Caftilian fait, which is equal at 
leaft to the ancient Attic. — But while we 
were in this joyful difpolhion, our mirth was 
all of a fudden overcaft by an uriforefeen ac- 
cident. A man of a pretty good mein enter- 
ed the room where we were at fupper, follow- 
ed by two others of terrible afpeft j after thefe 
three more appeared ; and we counted no kls 
than twelve who came in thus, three by three, 
armed with carabines, fwords, and bayonets. 
—We foon perceived them to be the foldiers 
of the patrole, and it was not difficult to 
guefs their Intention; wherefore we had fome 
thoughts^ 
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thoughts at firft of making refiftance ; but 
they furroundcd us in an inftant, and kegt us 
in awe, as well by their numbers as their fire- 
arms. — " Gentlemen (faid their commander 
*' to us with a fneer) I know by what ingeni- 
" ous artifice you have recovered a ring irom 
" the hands of a certain Ihe-adventur&r ; and, 
*' to be fure the contrivance is excellent, and 
" richly deferves a pubtick recompence, which 
" you (hall by no means mils. — Juftice has 
*' already appointed an apartment for you in 
*' herown houfe, and will not fail to reward 
" fuch a mafterly attempt." This difcourfe 
very much dilconcerted all thofe to whom it 
was addrefled: our countenances changed, and 
we felt, in our turn, the fame (car with which 
we had Infpired Camilla. Fabrici.us, however, 
though pale and difmayed, endeavoured tojuf-' 
tify wha;t we had done. " Sir (laid he) as wc 
" had no badintenlion, this little trick might 
" be forgiven." — " How the devil! (cried 
" the commandant in a rage) do you, call this. 
" a little trick ? Don't you know that it is a 
" hanging matter? For,, befides that no man 
*' is allowed to. do Juftice himfelf without. 
" the cognizance of the. law, you- have, carried. 
" off a c. ndleftick, necklace, and ear-ring?.-, 
" that did not belong to you; and which is" 
" ftill wdrfe, in orden to commit that rob- 
" bcry, you have difguifed yourfelves like 
" tipftaves. — Wretches ! to drcfs. yourfelves. 
" in the habit of fuch honourable people to 
** dp milchicf. I fliall think you very lucky, 
H 5 - "if 
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" if you are only fentenced to the galKcsJ* 
Whcp he had convinced us that the affar was. 
much more ferious than we at firfl: imagined^ 
we fell down together at his feet, and begged. 
he would have pity on our youth. But our 
prayers were unregarded ; and befides, he re- 
■ jcfted a propofal we made of quitting to him 
the necklace,, ear-rings, and candleftick; even 
oiy ring was refufcd, becaufe I fuppofe it was. 
offered before too much company. — In fliort,, 
he was quite inexorable ; ordered my compa- 
nions to be difarmed, and carried us all toge- 
ther to the public jail. In our way thither one 
of the guard told me, that the old woman who 
lived with Camilla, fufpefting that we were: 
not the real foot-pads of juftice, had followed 
us to thetavern; and there being confirmed in- 
her opinion, had revenged herfclf upon us,, 
by inlbrming the patrole of the whole affair. 

We were immediately plundered of every- 
thing i the necklace, diamonds, and candle- 
ftick feizedj as alfo my ring, together with, 
the ruby of the Philippine ifles, which I had 
unfortunately in my pocket. They did not 
even fpare the rials which I had tliat day rc- 
ceivedformyprefcriptapns; whichwas a fure 
Cgn to me that the people belonging to juftice 
at Valladolid are as expert' in their office as 
thofe at Aftorga, and that the manners of alt 
thefc gentlemen are every where alike. While 
I -wss rifled of my jewels and ceSi, the officer 
of the patrole recounted our sdventure to thefe 
agents of the plunder; and the affair feemed. 
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to them of fuch a ferioqs nature, that the ma- 
jority thought we ifcferved a halter: but others 
lefs fevere imagined we might get off for twq 
hundred lafhes each, and a few years fervice in 
the gallics. — Until the corregidor ftiould think 
proper to decide our affair, we were locked up 
in a dungeon, where we lay upon'ftraw, with 
which it was ftrewed like a liable littered for 
horles.— Here we ftiight have remained long 
enough, and at laft exchanged our habitation 
for the gallies, had not Signer Manuel Or- 
donnez next day heard of our misfortune, and 
refolved to procure the liberty of Fabricius, 
which he could not do without obtaining alfo ' 
the difmifloon of us all. Being a man very 
much efteemed in the city, he did not fpare 
fblic4tations, and partly by his. own credit^ 
and partly by that of his friends, at the end 
of three days effedled our enlargement. But we 
did not come-out as wAad gone in; the can- 
dleftick, -necklace, and ear-rings, my ring^ 
ruby, and rials being detained: which made 
me remember thofe verfes of Virgil, that be- 
gin with ** Sic vos twn vobis." 

As foon as we were fet at liberty we ceturn-^ 
ed to our maftersj and DoftorSangrado re- 
seived me very kindly,, faying, " My poor 
'* Gil Bias, Ldid not heapof thy mis'fortune 
** till this morning,, and was' juft going to 
" make ftrong folicitatidns in thy behalf. 
**' Thou muft confole thyfelf my friend, for 
•* this accident,, and attach thyfelf more than 
♦'ever to phyfic." — " That is my defign^ 
H 6. (fiii 
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(faid I)." And truly I thought of nothing 
elfe. Far from wanting bufinels, it happened^ 
as my mafter had foretold, thatdiftemperswere 
Tcry rife, the fmall pox and putrid tever be- 
ginning to ravage the city and iiiburbs; fo 
that all the phyficians in Valladolid, and we in 
particular, had abundance of praftice. — Scarce 
a day paffed io which we did not vifit eight or 
ten patients, each; from whence it may be- 
eafily conceived what a quantity of blocd was 
fpik and water drank. But,, I do not know 
how it happened, all our fick died either on: 
account of our mal-praftice, or becaufc their 
difeafes were incurable. — Certain it is, we very 
feldom had occafion to make three vifits to one 
patient;, at the I'econd, we were either told 
that he was-juft going to, be buried, or found. 
hira at the lail galp -, and as i was. but a young 
phyfician, who had not yet time to be inured 
to murder, I began to be very uneafy at the faT 
lal events whichmightlie laid to my £harge.-^ 
" Sir (faid I, one evening to Dr. Sangrado) 
" I take heaven to witnefs that I folk>w your 
" method with the utmoft cxadtnefs} yet, ne-t 
" verthekfs, every one of my patients leaves 
" me in the lurch. It looks as if they took a 
" pJeafure in dying, merely to bring our prac- 
" tice into difcredit. Tliis vciy day I met two 
" of ihem goffig to-thcir long home,"^" Why 
" truly, chiLl (anfwered he) I have reafon to 
" make pretty much the fame obfervation: I . 
" have not cfien the fatisfadlon of curing' 
** thofe who fsll intomv hands; and if I wa» 



C,K,;ilc 



G I L B L A S. »S7 

" Botfo fure as I amof the principles on which 
" I proceed, 1 fliould think my remedies were 
*^ pernicious in almofi all the- cafes that come 
" under my care." — " If you will take my 
"_ advice,. Sir (faidi) we will chan^ our me^ 
" thod, and cive chemical preparations to our 
" patients, through curiofity;; the worft that 
" can happen will only be, that they produce 
" the fame effeiSt that follows our bleedings 
" and warm water." — " I would willingly 
" make that experiment (he replied) provi- 
" ded it could have no bad confeqiicnce; but I 
" havepublilhed aixiok, ia which I iiave ex.- 
** tolled the ufe of frequent bleeding and aqucr 
** ous draughts : and wouldft thou have me 
" go 'and decry my own work.?" — " Oh! you 
" are certainly in the right (laid I) you muft 
" not give your enemies fuch a triumph over 
" you : they would fay you are at laft dila.- 
" bufed; and therefoFiC ruin your reputation:: 
" perilh, rather the nobility, clergy, and peo^ 
" pie ! and let us continue in our old path, 
" After all, our brother doiftors, notwith.- 
**■ ftaning their averfion for bUetjing^ perform 
" as few miracks as we do i and I believe their 
** drugs are no better than our fpecifics." 

We went to work, therefore, afrelh, and 
proceeded in fuch a manner, that in lefs than 
fix weeks we made more widows and orphans 
than the fiege of Troy. By the number of 
burials, one would have thought that the 
Dlague was in Valladolid ; and e^ry day, fome 
fatlier came to our houfe to demand an aq- 
count 
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count of his fon, whom we had rstviftied from 
him, or fome uncle, to upbraid us with his ne- 
phew's death. As for the fons and nephew's, 
whole father's and unck's we. had difpatched, 
they never appeared to cotnpUin: the huf- 
bands too were very civil, and never cavilled 
with us about the lofs of their wives. But 
thofe afflidted people, whofe reproaches wc 
•were obliged to undergo, were fometimes^' 
very brutal in their grief, and called us igno- 
rant airafllns. As they did not fpare me, in 
particular, I was afflifted by their epithets: 
but my mi^er, who was ufed to fuch acci-- 
tJents, heard them witiiout the leaft emodon^ 
I might, perhaps, in time, have been accuf- 
tomed to reproach, as well as he, if heaven^ 
doubtlefs to rid the fick people in Valladolid 
of one of their moft fevere fcourges, had not 
produced an occfiaon that gave me a dilgult 
«o phyfic, which I praftifea with fo little fuc- 
eels. 

There was in our neighbourhood a toinis.^ 
court, to which the idle people in town daily 
reforted, and, among the reft, one of your 
profeffed bullies, who take upon thwnfelves 
the office of arbiters, and decide all -differences: 
that happen. He was from Bifcay, his name 
Don Rodrigo de Mondragon, about thirty- 
years of age, of an ordinary make, but leaa, 
and mufcular; be bad two little twinkhng, 
eyes, that rolled in his head, and threatened 
every body he looked atj a very flat nofe,. 
placed between red wifkers^ that cuded up. 
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eo his. very temples, and a manner of fpeaking 
fo rough and paflionate, that his words ftruck 
terror into every body. This racket breaker 
had made himfelf tyrant of the tennis-court^ 
■where he judged all the difputes. that happened 
among thole who played, in the moft imperi- 
ous manner, and no man durft appeal from his 
decifion, unlels he could refolve to fight him. 
next <lay. Such as I have defcribed Don Ro- 
drigo, who, notwithftanditlg the Don he had 
prefixed to his name, was an arrant rafcal, he 
captivated the miftrefs of the ttnnis-court, 
■who was a woman about forty years of age, 
rich and agreeable enoogh^ and in the fifteenth 
month of her widowhood. I know not how 
he won her heart; for doabtlefe it was not 
by his beauty i bwt furely, by that je. m fc<A 
fuci which cannot be exprefied.. Be that as it 
will, (he had a paffion for him, and aftually 
defigned to take him for her h«&and -, but 
while preparations were ihaking for the con- 
fummation of that affair, flie fell fick, and 
unhappily employed me as her phyfician. If 
her diftemper had not been a malignant fever„ 
my prefcriptions were fufficient to endanger 
her life-, fo chat in four days, I filled the 
tennis-court with mourning ; the miftrefs went 
the way of .all my patients,, and hcB relations. 
took poflcflioQ of her eftate. Don Rodrigo, 
made defpcrate by the lofs of hia miftrefs, or 
rather by being baulked in his eiqieftation of a 
very advantageous match, not only curfed and 
leviicd me, but aMb fwore, that he would run 
ms 
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me through the body whenever he could catclk 
me, exterminate me from the face of the 
earth. A charitable neighbour informed me 
of this oath, and advifed me not to ftir abroad, 
for fear of meeting this devil of a man. This 
advice^ which I had no intention to negleift» 
filled ine with confufion and difmay i I fancied 
incefiantly, that 1 faw this furious Bifcayan 
coming into the houfe; and could not enjoy 
one moment's repofe. This effeftually de- 
tached me from phyfic, and my fole care was 
how to free myl'elf from difquiet: I refumed 
my embroidered fuit, and after having bid 
adieu to my mailer, who could not perfuade 
metoftay, quitted the city atiday-break, not 
without apprehenfion of meeting Don RodrJga, 
in my way.. 

G H A P. VL 

Of his route when he left Valladolid •, and the per- 
fort he joined on his road. 

I Walked veiy fad, bokjng behind me from 
time to time, to fee if this fiatmidable Bif- 
cayan was not at my heels ; my imagination 
being fo much polTcfled by that fellow, that I 
took every tree or buih 1 (aw for him ; and 
every moment felt my heart throb with fear. 
I plucked up my courage however, when I 
had got a good league, and continued at an 
eafifcrpace my journey towards Madrid, whi? 
ther my purpoie was to go. I Ihoulct have 
quitted. Vall^olid without regret, had I not 
bcca 
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been forry to part from Fabricius, my dear 
Pyladcs, to whom I could not fo much as bid 
adieu : but it gave me no mortification to re- 
nounce phyfic : on the contrary I begged par- 
don of God, for having exercifed it at all; 
though \ did not fail to count, with pleafure, 
the money I had in my purfe, nofwithftimding 
its being the falary of my aflalTmations : in thit 
refpeit refembling thofe ladies of pleafure, 
who reform their morals, but neverthelcfs, 
keep faft hold of the wages of fm. My whole 
fortune amounted to pFctiy near the value of 
five ducats, in rials ; on the ftrength of which 
I expeiStedto reach Madrid, where I did not 
doubt of finding fome good place : befides, I 
longed paffionately to fee that augu'ft city, 
which had been extolled to me as the epitome 
of all the wonders of the world. 

While I recoUedted all that I had heard in 
itspraife, and ei^oyed its pleafures by antici- 
pation, I heard the voice of a man behind mr, 
finffing at full ftretch : he had a leathern wallet 
on his Dack, a guitarre hangingabout his neck, 
a long fword by his fide, and walked fo faft^ 
that he was up with me in a very Ihort timci 
Being one of the two journeymen barbers, 
with whom I had been imprifoned in the ad- 
venture of the ring, we knew one another im- 
mediately, though our drefs was altered, and 
were very much furprized at meeting fo unex- 
peftedly on the highway. I aflured him that 
I was extremely glad to have him for a fellow- 
traveller, and (us joy fccmed no Ids at meetinff 
vita 
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with me. I told him my- reafons for quittiDg; 
Valladolid ; and he repofed the fame confi- 
dence in me, by letting me know that he had. 
quarrelled with his matter, and bid him aa 
eternal adieu. " If I had been inclined (ad- 
** ded he) to live any longer in Valladolid, I 
*' could have found employmenr in abundance: 
" of fhops ; for, without vanity, I cah han- 
** die 3 razor, and curl a multachio, as welt 
" ^as e'er a barber in Spain, but I could no 
** longer refill the Ttiolent defire I had to vifit 
'* the place of my nativity, fcom which I 
" have beenabfent thefe ten years : I want to. 
** breathe my own country air a little, and 
** know the fituation of my family, with' 
** whom I hope to be in two daysj for they 
*' live at a pkce called Olmedo, a market- 
** town on this fide of Segovia." 

Refolving to accompany this barber to hia. 
■Own home, and from thence go to Segovia, in 
order to take the opportunity of fome conve- 
nience to Madrid, we purfoed our journey^, 
and difcourfed of indifferent fubjeds. He was 
a young fellow of fome wit and humour: and 
when we had coverfed together aa hour, he 
afked how my ftomach was difpofcd: I an- 
fwered, that he 0iould fee at the firft inn. 
Upon which he faid» " We had better make a. 
*' paule in the mean tiqie : 1 'have fomething 
" for breakfaft in my wallet; for when I tra- 
*' vel, I always takj; care to have provijion 
." along with me : I don't trouble myfelf with 
f* clothes, lineo, and- o^r . ufekfs baggie » 
« but 
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•* but refolving to have nothing fuperfluous, 
•* fill my knapfack with belly-timber, my ra- 
** zors, and a walh-ball." I commended his 
prudence, and confented, .with ail my heart, to 
the paufehepropofcd: for I was hungry, and 
refolved to make a good meal, which T could 
not but expeiS, after what he had told me. 
We turned alittleout of the highway, in or- 
der to fit upon the grals, where my friend the 
barber took out his victuals, confifting of five 
or fix onions, with a few crufts of bread and 
cheefe; but what he produced as the befl: fur- 
niture in his budget, was a little tsottle fuU 
(as he fad) of delicate wine. Though our 
difhes, were not very favory, hunger, being 
very urgent to us both, made them relifli 
pretty well ; and we emptied the boftle, which 
contained about tvro pints of a Ibrt of wine 
that I don't choofc to boaft much of; after 
which we gM up, and continued our journey 
with great good humour. The barber, w1k» 
had been informed by Fabricius that I had met 
with fome very particular adventures, defired 
to hear them from my own mouth; a fatisfac- 
tion I could not refufe to a man who had re- 
galed me fo fumptuoufly. When I had grati- 
fied his curiofity, I told him he could do no 
lefs, in return for my complaifance, than re- 
count the ftoryof his own life. " Oh! as, 
. *' for my ftory (cried iie) it is not worth hear- 
«' ing, as it contains nothing but ordinary 
** fadts : neterthelefs (added he) fincc we have 
^ nothing elfe to do, you fliall beu it, fuch 
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V as it is." So faying he related it, nearly in- 

thefe words. 

CHAP. VII. 

The ftory of the jowneyman barber: 

FERDINANDPercsdelaFuenta,my grand- 
father (I go to the fountainThead) after 
having been fifty years barber lathe village o£ 
Olmedo, died, and left four &BS, the eldelt 
of whom tookpoffeflionof hi^ Ihop, and fuc- 
eeeded him in the bufinefs ? Bere-and,. the fe- 
cond, having an, inclination for trade, became 
a mercer; Thomas,-who veas thethird, kept a 
fchool ; and the fourth whofe name was Pe- 
dro, feeling himfelf born forthe belles lettres,- 
Ibld a little lot of ground which he had for 
his patrimony, and went to live at Madrid,, 
where he hoped one day, to diftingtrifli.him-^ 
fclf by his wit and learning; while his three- 
brothers did not feparate, but fettling at Ol- 
medo, married the daughters of hufbandmen,, 
who, in lieu of fortune, brought them abun- 
dance of children, breeding as if it had been 
for a wager. My mother, the barber's wife^ 
brought fix into the world,, for her fhare, in 
the firft five years of her marri^e, of which 
number I am one. My father taught me be- 
rimes to (have, and when I arrived at the age, 
of fifteen put this wallet upon my Hioulders^ 
and girding me with a long fword, faid, *' Go, 
** Di^o, thou art now in a condition to gain 
** aUvclihood:. gtx and fee the world: Sou- 
« haft 
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•• haft occafion for a little travelling to rub 
** thee up, and make thee perfeft in thy bu- 
'* iinefs. March, and don't return to Olme- 
*' do before thou haft made a tour of Spain. 
*' Let me not hear from thee until this be 
■" performed." At thefe words he embraced 
me very affedionately, and turned me out <rf" 
-doors. 

Such was the behaviour of my father at 
parting vfith me. But my mother, whofe 
manners were not quite fo rough, feemed more 
affefted on this occafion : ftie let fall fomc 
tears, and even flipped a ducat privately into 
jiiy hand. So I quitted Olmedo, and took the 
joad to Segovia; of which, however, I had 
not walked above two hundred paces, when I 
ftoppedtoexaminemyknaplack, beingdefirous 
of feeing what it contained, and of knowing 
precifely the extent of my pofTeffion. I found 
a cale and two razors, ib much wore, that 
they feemed to have fhaved two generations, 
with a thong of leather to fet them, and a 
lump of foap : befides, there was a canvas 
Ihirt quite new, an old pair of my father's 
flioes, and what gave me more pleafure than 
all the reft, twenty rials wrapped in a linen rag. 
This was my whole fortune, by which you 
may conclude, that mafter Nicholas the barber 
relied a good deal on my (kill, fince he fcnt 
me away fo poorly provided. Neverthelefs, 
the poflcfTion of ^ ducat and twenty rials did 
not fail to charm a young fellow like nie, 
who had never before been mafter of coin : I 
believed 
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believed my funds were inexhauftible, and cofi^ 
tinucd my lourney in a tranfport of joy, ad- 
miring, every moment, the hilt of my fword, 
which thumped againft my hams, or got be- 
tween my legs, at every ftep. 

Arriving at the village of Auquines, in 
the evening, very fharp fet, I went to lodge ,ac 
an inn, and, as if I had been a man of for- 
tune, called for ftipper, with an air of au- 
thority: the landlord having furveyed me 
fome time, and feeing who he had to do with, 
faid, in a very obliging manner, ** Mafter, 
*' you ihall be fatisfied ; we will treat you like 
** a prince," So faying, he fhowed me into 
a little roomj where, in a quarter of an hour, 
they brought me a r^out made of ram cat, 
which I eat as greedily as if it had been 
compoftd of a rabbit or hare. This excellent 
diih was accompanied with wine, fo good, as 
he faid, that the king himfelf could not drink 
better. Notwithftanding this eulogium, I per- 
txrved it was curfedly four; but this did not 
hinder me from doing as much honour to it^ 
as I had already done to the ragout: and, to 
complete the treatment of a prince, Iwas con- 
ducted to a couch, more proper for encourag- 
ing watchfulnefs than fleepj being a truckle- 
bed, fo narrow and (hort, diat, little as I was, 
I had no room to lie in it with my legs ex- 
tended: befides, inftead of a mattrafs and fea- 
ther-bed, it had only a wretched flock-bed, 
covered with a doubled Iheet, which had ferv- 
cd an hundred different travellers at leaft, 
fince 
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fince the laft walhing, Neverthelefs, in fuch 
a ccmvenience, my itomach full of ragout, 
and that delicious wine which the landlord' 
had recommCTided, thanks to my youth and 
conftitution, I enjoyed a fbund Deep, and fpenc 
the night without indlgeftion. 

Next d^, after having breidtfafted, and 
paid faucc for my good cheer, I made but 
oneftage to Segovia; and, on my firft arrival, 
had the good fortune to be employed in a Ihop . 
for my board and lodging: here, however, 
I ftaycd but fix mcAiths-, being feduced by a' 
brother journeyman of my acquaintance, who 
longed to fee Madrid : and with "whom I {et 
out for that city. There I^ot a place on the 
fame terms as at Segovia, in a well accuftom- 
ed fhop, much frequented on account of the 
, neighbourhood of the church of Santa Cruz, 
and the prince's theatre: my matter, two 
journeymen, and I, being fcarce fufficient to 
trim all our cuftomers, who confifted of peo- 
ple of all ranks, and, among others of play- 
eis and authors.' One dqy, two perfons of 
the laft profeffion, being there together, be- 
gan to difcourfc about the poetryand poets of 
the time, and hearing them mention the name 
of my uncle, I liftened to their converfation 
.with great attention, ** Don Juan de Zava- 
** leta {faid one of them) is an author, in my 
*• opinion, beneath the public notice : a cold 
*' genius, a man without fancy: his laft piece 
*• has donehiminfiniie prejudice." "Andpray 
•* (faid tlie other) has ever Lewis Valez de 
*' Guevara 
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*' Guevari produced a good work ? Was ever 
'* any thing more wretched than his perfor- 
•* mances?'* Thty named a great many more 
poets, whom I have forgot. I remember on- 
ly, that they fpoke contemptuoufly of them 
all, except my uncle, of whom they made 
honourable' mention, agreeing that he was a 
lad of merit. ** Yes (faid one of them) 
'5 Don Pedro de la Fuenta is an excellent 
*' writer: his books contain a delicate raillery 
** mixed with erudition, which makes thenl 
*' agreeably facirical; and I am not at all fur- 
*' prized at his being efteemcd by the court 
•' and city, or at his receiving falj«-ies from 
'* fevcral grandees." — " He has, indeed (faid 
*' the otho") enjoyed a pretty large income 
" thefc many years; and as he lives with the 
•• Duke of Medina Celi, and fpends little, 
*' muft be worth a confiderabie fum of mo- 
** ney.'* 

I did not lofe one word which the poet faid 
concerning my uncle, who, we had heard in 
the family, made a noife in Madrid, by his 
works, fome people travelling through Olme- 
do having told us fo; but as he neglected to 
let us hear from him, and feemed quite de- ' 
tached from his relations, we, on our part, 
lived with as great indifference towards- nim. 
True blood is, however, always guided by a 
lure inftinft: as foon as I heard that lie was 
in good circumftances, and knew where he 
lodged, I was tempted to wait upon him : 
though one thing embarralfed me not a little^ 
his 
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his being called Don Pedro by the authors. 
That Don gave Ibme uneafincfs, and I w^s 
afraid he might be f me other poet than my 
uncle. I was- not, however, Hopped by thi) 
confideration ; but imapined that he might 
have been ennobled on account of his wit, and 
therefore refolved cj go and fee him. For 
this purpofe, with my matter's permifHon, I 
dreiTed myfelf one morning, as well as I could, 
and went out of the fliop, not a little proud 
of being nephew to a man who had acquired 
fuch reputation by his genius. As the bar- 
bers are not the leaft vam people in the world* 
1 began to conceive a great opinion of myfelf, 
snd, ftrutting with an haughty air, enquired 
for the houfe of the Duke de Medina Celi, 
where, prefenting myfelf at the gate, and fay- 
ing, I wanted to fpeak with Don Pedro de la 
t'uenta, the porter pointed with his finger to 
a little ftair-caft, at the further end of a courr, 
which he bid me afcend, and knock at the 
firft door on my right hand: I did fo, and 
(a young man coming out) afked if Signor 
Don Pedro de la Fuenia lodged there. " Yes 
** -^faid he) but you cannot fee him at pre- , 
" fent." — " Ifliould be very glad (I replied) 
** to fpeak with him J for I bring him news 
*' of lys family." — " If you could bring hinn 
" news of the pope (faid he) I would not 
" introduce you to his chamber juft now; 
" for he is compofing; and when that is the 
** cafe, we mull take care not to difturb his 
•' imagination ; he will not be vifible till noofi. 
Vol I. -I « fg 
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" fo that you may go and take a turn, and ' 

*' come back about that time. 

I took his advice, and walked through the 
city the whole morning, thinking continually 
on the reception I Ihould meet with from my 
uncle, who I imagination would be extremely 
glad to fee me: I judged of his fentiments by 
my own, and preparing ;nyfelf for a very 
tender fcene, returned to his lodgings, with all 
diligence at the hour prefcribed. " You are 
" come in the very nick of time (faid his 
" valet) for my mafter is juft going outj 
*' ftay here a minute, and I will let him know 
" you are come." So faying, he left me in 
■ an outward room, and returning in a moment 
conduced me into the chamber of his mafter, 
whofe face had fo much of our family air in 
it, that I was ftruck with the refemblance, 
and could not help thinking it was my very 
uncle Thomas whom I had left at home. 
Having faluted him with profound refpcft, I 
told him I .was the fon of mafter Nicolas de 
la Fuenta, barber in Olmedo, that I had 
worked at my father's bufinefs thefc three 
weeks at Madrid, in quality of a journey- 
man ; and that I intended to make the tour 
ofSpainformy improvement. While Lfpoke, 
my uncle feemed to mufe, conftdering, in all 
likelihood, whether he Ihould difown me for 
his nephew, or get rid of me in a more dex- 
terous manner. He chofe this laft method, 
and, affcfting a fmiling air, faid, " Well, my 
!' friend, how do thy father and uncles?" I 
it hope 
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■* hope they are in good circumftances." Up- 
on this, I began to defcribe the plentiful pro- ' 
pagation of our family; I told mm the names 
of all the children, male and "female, and even 
comprehended in. that lift their godfathers and 

fodmothers. He did not- feem_to intereft 
imfelf infinitely in my detail, but coming to 
jhis purpofe, relied, " Diego, I approve very 
*' much of thy refolution to travel, in order 
" to make thee perfeft in thy profefiion ; and 
?' I advife thee to leave Madrid as jQon as 
" poflible; it is a pernicious place for youth, 
" in which thou wilt be ruined, my child : 
" It will be more for thy advantage to reiide , 
" in fome of the other cities of the kingdom, 
" where people's morals are not fo much cor- 
** rupted. Go (added he) and, when thou 
" art ready to fet out, come and fee me again ; 
" I will give thee a piftole to help thee to 
*' make the tour of Spain." - With ihefe 
words, he pulhed me gently out of his cham- 
ber, and fent me aboutmy bufmefs. 

I Jiad not fcnfe enough to perceive that he 
wanted to remove me at a good diftance from 
him i but going to our ftiop, gave my mailer an 
account of whathadpaffed; ne was as far from 
dilcovering the intention of Signor Don Pe- * 
dro as I was, and faid, " I am not at all of 
" your uncle's opinion: inftcad of advifing 
*' you to travel, he ought rather, I think, 
" to make ityour intereft to ftay in this cityj 
*' for, being intimate with fo many perfons 
;* of quality, he can eafily fettle you infome 
I 2 1* great 
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*' great family, and put you in a coniiition pJ 
^' make your fortune,*' Struck with this dif- 
courfe, which flattered my imagination, in 
two duys I went back to my uncle, and pro- 
pofed, that he fhould employ his credit to 
procure aJmiflion for me into the family of 
fome lord belonging to the court. But this 
propofal was not at all to his liking: a vain 
'^ man like him, who had free accefs to the 
great, and eat every day at their tables, could 
not brook his nephew's fitting with the fer- 
vants, while he dined with their lords; in 
this cafe, little Diego would have made Si- 
gner Don Pedro bluih. He did not fail, there- 
lore to refufe my requeft, and that not in 
themoft civil manner. « How! you little 
*' vagabond (faid he with a furious look) 
" wouldft thou quit thy profeflion? Go, I 
*' abandon thee to thofe who have given thee 
" fuch pernicious council: getoutot myapart- 
" ment, and never fet foot in it again, other- 
*' Wife 1 will caufe thee to be chaflrifed as thou 
" deferveft." Confounded at thefc words, 
and ftill more at the tone in which they 
were delivered, I reiired, with the tear in my 
eye, very mLcti affciled at this harlh beha- 
vicur : but as I was naturally briflc and haugh- 
ty, I foon dried my tears ; my grief changed 
to ind gnation, and I relblved totake no fur- 
ther notice of this unkind relation, without 
whofe affiftancc I had hitherto made fhift to 
live. , 

My 
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Wfy whole thought being now bent on cul- 
tivating my talent,! applied to bufinefs, fliaved 
all day long, and in the evening learned to 
play on the guitarre, by way of recreation. 
My mafter for that inftrument was an old Si- 
gner Efcudero', whofe beard I trimmed, and 
who taught me mufick, which he underftood « 
perfediy well, having been formerly chorifter 
in a cathedral. ' His name was Marcos dc 
Obregon, a fage perfon, who had a large 
ftock of fenfe, as well as experience, and loved 
me as well as if I had been his own child. 
Hefervedin quality of ulher to a phyfician's 
vife, who lived within thirty paces of our' 
houfe, whither I ufed to go in the twilight, 
when we had left off working: and fitting 
together, on the threihold of the door, wc 
yfed to make a little concert, not at all dif- 
agreeable to the neighbour:: : not that • our 
voices wereexquifite, but while we thrummed 
upon the inftrument, each of us> in our turn, 
accompanied it with finging, and that was fuf- 
ficient to pleal'e our audience. In particular, 
we diverted Donna Mergellina, the phyfician's 
wife, who ufed to come into the paiTage to 
hear us, and fometimes made us repeat the 
airs that were moft to her liking; her hulband 
not being offended at her enjoying this diver- 
fion ; for though he was a Spaniard, and al- 
ready well ftricken in years, he was noi jea- 
lous: his profeffion engroffed him wholly, 

* Efcudeto; a Cqoin lowaitaa a genClcwomuu 
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and as he returned fatigued from his patients 
in the evening, he went to bed betimes, with- 
out being alarmed at his wife's attention to 
our concerts: *tis probable, indeed, that he 
did not think them capable.of making dan- 

ferous imprefllons: and we muftobferve, that 
e imagined he had little or no caufe to fear^ 
Mergefiina being young and handfome, 'tis 
true, but withal fo favagely virtuous, that fhe 
could not fo much as endure the look of a 
man. He did not, therefore, begrudge her a 
paftime that feemed fo innocent and honour- 
able, but left us to fing as much as we pleafed. 
One evening when I came to the phyfician'a 
door, with an intention to play as ufual, X 
found the old fquire expecting me, who tak- 
ing me by the hand, faid he wanted to take a 
turn with me before we fhould begin our 
concert; then leading me into a by-ftxeet. 
where we found we could talk with freedom, 
*' Son Diego (faid he, with a melancholy 
** air) I have fomething extraordinary to dif- 
" clofe: I am afraid my child that we both 
** Ihall have caule to repent of amufing our- 
** felves in the evening, with concerts at my 
»* mafter's door. I have, doubtlefs, a great 
** friendftiip for you, and am very well pleafed 
*' with having taught you to play upon the 
*■ guitaiTe, and fmg -, but had 1 foreieen the 
** misfortupe that threatens us, pleafe God ! 
, ** I would have given you your leffons in fome 
" other place!" Frightened at this difcourfe, 
I begged the ulher to be more explicit, and 
kU 
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tell me ■what we had to fearj for I was not a 
man who could brave danger; nor had I, as 
yet, made the tour of Spain. " I will (faid 
" he) tell you what is ncceflary to be known, 
" that you may comprehend the jeopardy in 
" which we are. When I entered into the 
*' fervice of the phyfician, which is about a 
*' year ago, he laid to me one morning, after 
*' having brought me into the prefence of his 
*' wife, ' Marcos, behold your miftrefs : this 
'* is the lady whom you are to attend every 
*• where.' I admired Donna Mergellina, I 
** thought her wonderful pretty, exceflively 
" handfome, and was particularly charmed 
•' with the agreeable air that diffufed itfelf 
" through her whole mein: ' Sir (anfwered 
" I to the phyfician) I am too happy in being 
*V permitted to ferve fuch a charming lady.' 
** Mergellina, djfgufted at my anfwer, laid in a 
*' pafTiony 'A pretty fellow, indeed! methinks 
" you take a great deal of liberty. — I want 
" none of your compliments — not I.' ■ Such 
" words from a mouth fo agreeable, furprifcd 
*' me very much; I could not reconcile this 
*' ruftic and infolent manner of fpeaking witli 
" the gentle appearance of my miftrefs: but 
*' her nufband, who was ufed to it, rejoiced 
" at his having a wife of fuch a rare cha- 
" rafter, told me tjiat his fpoufe was a pro- 
" digy of virtue ; and perceiving that Ihe put 
*' on her veil], and prepared to go to mafs, 
*' bade me condufh her to church. We were ' 
J' no fooner in the ftreet, than we met (wliich 
I 4 "is 
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"is not at all extraordinary) feveral gentl^ 
•' men, who, ftruck with the fine air of Don" 
*' na Mergellina, paid her a great many com- 
*' plimtnts, en paffant. She replied to thern 
** all ; but you cannot imagine how filly and 
" ridiculous her anfwcrs were. Every body 
" wiis aftonifhed, and could not conceive, that 
. ** there was a woman in the world who could 
*' be difplcafcd with praife. ' Madam {faid 
" I to her) take no notice of what is faid to 
*' you} it is better to keep filence, than to 
•' ftieak in paflion.' — ' No, no (ahfivered 
" Ihe) I will let thefe infotent fellows know 
" that I won't be treated with difi^fpeft,* 
" In Ihort, fo mucli impertinence efuaped her, 
" that I could not help telling her my ftnti- 
" ments, at the hazard of her difpleafure, I 
*' rcprefented to her, as delicately as I could,, 
'* that ihe perverted nature, and Ipoiled a 
" thoufand good qualities by her favage hu- 
" mour; that a woman of politenefs and 
" good-nature might infpire love without the 
" help of beauty; whereas, the handfomeft 
" perfon in the world, without meeknefs and 
" good-breeding, would become the objeft of 
*• contempt. I ftrengchened thefe arguments ' 
** with many more of the fame kind, calcu- 
" lated for the reformation of her behaviour; 
*' and after. having moralized a good deal, t 
** was afraid that my freedom would enrage 
*' my miftrefs, and bring upon me fome 
" fevere repar4:ce: nevenhelefs, Ihe did not 
•* rebel againft my remonftrance but contented 
"herielf 
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'* herfelf with negleifting it entirely, as well 
=* as all the reft that I was afterwards foohfh 
'* enough to m-ke. ' 

" At length I forcborc' to advife her of 
" her faults, and abdndoned her tj the fero- 
■* city of her nature. Mean -while (would. 
' you believe it?) this ferocious difpolirijn^ 
' this haughty woman is, within thefe two 
' months, entirely changed ; ftie is complai- 
' fant to every body, and her behaviour moft 
' agreeable; ftie is not 'the fame Mergellina 
' who made luch filly anlwers to the men that 
' faid obliging things to her; ftie is become 
' fenfible to praife; loves to be called hahd- 
' fome, and told that a man cannot look upoti 
' her with impunity -, and flattery is now as 
I agreeable to her as to any other woman ; the. 
' change is fcarce credible; and, what will 
' furprize you ftill more, you are the author 
' of fuch a great miracle! Yes, mydearDie- 
' go (continued the uflierj you have meta- 
' morphofed Donna Mergellina in this man- 
' ner, and converted that tigrefs into a lamb. 
' In one word, you have attracted her notice : 
' I have perceived it more than once, and £ 
' am very much miftaken in the fex, if fhe 
' has not conceived a moft violent paflion for 
' you. This, my child,, is the fad piece of 
' news I had to difclcrie, and the troublefome: 
' dilemma in which we are." 

" I can't fee (faid I to the old man) that 

' we have fo much caufeto be afflicted at this, 

' affair^ or that it is a misfortune for me tt* 
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*' be beloved by a handfome lady," — ** Ah, 
" Di^o! (he replied) you talk like a young 
*' man ; you look only at the bait, without 
*' perceiving the hook ; you confider only the 
*• plcafure, but I forefee the difagreeable con- 
" lequences. A)l will come to light in the 
*' end. If you continue coming to fmg at 
*' our door, you will inflame the paflion of 
** Mergellina, who, perhaps, lofmg all re- 
*' ftraint, will betray her weaknefs before her 
*' hulband Doftor Olorofo; and he who ap- 
" pears fo complaifant at prefcnt, becaufe he 
** b;lieves he has no reafcn to be jealous, will 
'* become furious, revenge himfclf upon her, 
'^ and, in all probability, make both you and 
*' rae feel the efFefts of his rage." — " Why, 
" truly (faid I) Signor Mmcos, yourreafons 
" are convincing, and I fubmit myfelf wholly 
" to your advice : give me therefore direc- 
" tions how to behave, in order to prevent 
" mifchitf." — " We have nothing to do {an- 
*' fwered he) but to give over our concert.- 
*' appear no more before my miftrefs ; and 
** when you are no longer feen, Ihe will re- 
"', trieve her quiet. Stay at your mailer's 
" houfe, whither I will come, and we will 
" play upon the guitarre without danger. 
" With all my heart {faid I) and I promife 
*' never to fet foot within your door again." 
I relblved, in good carneft, to be as good as 
my word, and for the future, to keep myfelf 
clofe in the ftiop, fince the fight of me was fo 
dangerous. 

la 
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In the mean time, honeft Marcos, with all 
his prudence, found, in a very few days, that 
the means he had contrived, to extinguifli the 
flame of Donna Mergellina produced a quite 
contrary efFedt, The lady, not having heard 
me fing for two nights fucccflively, afked him, 
why we had difcontinued our concert, and for 
what reafon I no longer appeared ! He replied, 
I was fo bufy that I had not a moment to be- 
flow on my pleafures. She feemed fatisfied 
-with this excule, and for three days more fup- 
ported my abfence with fortitude enough 1 but 
at the end of that ttme, my princefs loft all 
patience, and faid to her fquire, " You de- 
*' ceive me, Marcos ; Diego muft have fome 
" other reafon for not coming hither: there is 
*' fome myfteryin it, which I muft have ex- 
" plained : fpcak therefore, I order you, and 
*• conceal nothing of the truth." — " Madam, 
" (anfwered he, making ufe of another exps- 
" dient) fince you muft know the truth, I will 
*' tell you, that he commonly found fupper 
** over, when he went home, after our con- 
*' cert ; and he does not choofe to run the rifk 
" of goingtobed with an empty ftomach," — . 
" How! with an emptj' ftomach ? (cried flie 
" with marks of uneafmefs) why had not you 
" told me this fooner? Go to bed fupperlefs! 
** poor baby ! Go to him inftantly, and bring 
*' him hither this evening. He Iha'nt go 
** home with an empty ftomach : there ftiall 
*• always be a plate of fomething referved 
" for him." 
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" What do I hear? (faid the ufher, affeft- 
*' ing furprife at her difcourfe) Heavens, what 
" a chaise ! Is it you» madam, that ulk thus ? 
" How long have you been thus gentle and 
** compafTionatc ?" — "Howlong! (replicdftie, 
haftilyj fiiice your abode in this houle ; or ra- 
ther Ance you condemned my difdainful car- 
riage, and laboured to foften the roughnefs of 
my behaviour, fiut, alas ! {added me, in a 
melting ftrain) I have paiTed from one extre- 
mity to another! from being haughty and in- 
fcnfible,^ I am become too foft and tender ! I 
love your young friend Diego, in ipite of all 
my efforts to the contrary; and his abfenfe^ 
inilead of -weakening, adds new vigour to my 
love !" — " Is it poffible (faid the old man) that 
*' a lad, who is neither handfome nor genteel, 
" Ihould be theobjeftof fuch.a violent paf- 
" fion? I would forgive your fentiments, hact 
" they been infpired by fome gentleman of 
" ihiningaccomplifliments." — " Ah,Marcost 
(faid iVlergellina, interrupting him) I don't re- 
femble the reft of my fex — or rather, not- 
witjiftanding all your long experience, you 
are but little acquiinted with women, if you 
think that merit always determines their choice. 
If I may be allowed to judge by myfelf, deli- 
beration has no ftiare in their engagements ^ 
love is a dilbrder of the mind, by which we 
are involuntarily dragged and fattened to the 
objedt — it is a diftemper by which we are fcized 
as dogs are with m.adncfs : ceafe therefore to 
rcprei'ent Diego as unworthy of my tender- 
■ ■ Dels : 
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nefs: let it fuiHce that my love finds tn him a 
thoufand good qualities which efcapc your no- 
tice, and perhaps only exill in my imagina- 
tion. It is vain for you to tell me, that neither 
his features nor his make deferve the icaft at- 
tention. He feems to be bom to captivate, 
andfd!rer than the day! befides, he has a fweet- 
nefs of voice that charms me, and, in my opi* 
nion, plays on the guitarre with a grace pecu- 
liar to himfelf." — "But, madam (replied Mar- 
" cos) do you confider who this Di^o is? 
" the meannefs of his condition?" — " Mine 
is not much higher than his (faid fhe, inter- 
rupting him agam) and if I was even a woman 
of^ quSity that fliould be no objeftioru" ■ 

The refukof this converfation was, that the 
ulher, thinking he Ihould make little progrefs 
with his remonftrances, ceafed to oppofe the 
infatuation of his miftrefs; as an" expert pilot 
yields to the ftorm that drives him from the 
port in view. He did more for the fatisfa^iion 
of his patronefs ; for coming to me, he took 
me afidc, and having recounted what palled 
between her and him -, " You fee, Diego, 
(added he) that we cannot help continuing our 
concert at Mergellina's door. There is a nc- 
ceffity for that lady's feeing you again, my 
friend; otherwife we fhall commit fome piece 
of indifcretion, that may do i;ifinite prejudice 
to her reputation." I was not hard-hearted, 
but told Marcos, I would in the twilight repair 
to the- place of aflignation, with my guitarre, 
and that he might go and regale his miftrefs 
■with, this ag?-ccablc piece of news. In this he 
did 
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did not fail -, and that pafTtonate inamorata 
was raviflied to underftand that flie fliould 
have the pleaTure of feeing and hearing me 
that very evening. 

A difagreeable accident, however, had well- 
nigh baulked her expeftation. For I could 
not leave the fliop before night, which, for my 
fins, was extremely dark ; and as I groped 
along the ftreet, and had got about half way 
10 the place of rendezvous, I was crowned, 
from a window with the contents of a per- 
fuming pan, that did not at all delight my 
ienft of fmelling; though I may fafely fay, I 
loft none of it, fo exadlly was I equipped. In 
this condition, I did not know what courfe 
to take. Had I returned to the fliop, I ftiould 
have afforded a very diverting fcene to my 
comrades, and expofed myfelf to a thoufand 
unfavory jefts ; and I was fHocked at the 
thought of ■ going in this fine pickle to Mer- 
gellina: this laft, however, I refolved upon, 
and going to the phyfician's houfe, found the 
old Iquire. waiting for me at the door. When 
he told me that Doftor Olorofo being in bed, 
we might freely divert ourfeives ■, I anfwered, 
1 muft firft clean my clothes ; and then related 
my misfortune: he fympathized with me, and 
condufted me into- a hall where his miftrels 
was, who no fooner learned my adventure, 
and faw my condition, than ihe grieved for 
me as much as if I had met with the greateft 
misfortune; and beftowed a thoufand curfes on 
the perfon who had thus accommodated me. 
f* But, madam (faid Marcos to her) mode- 
" rate 
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" rate your tranfports ; and confider that this 
" event, being the pure effeft of chance, ought 
" nottobefodeeplyrcfented." — " Whylhould 
not I (anfwered Ihe) deeply refent the injury 
that has been done to this .poor lamb, this 
dove without gall, who does not even' com- » 
plain of the outrage he has received ? O that I 
was a ma*i this moment to revenge it !" 

She faid a thoufand things more that denoted 
the excefs of her love, which flie made appear 
no lefs by her actions ; for while Marcos was 
bulled in wiping me with a towel, fhe ran to 
her chamber and fetched from it a box full of 
all forts of perfumes ; fweetening my clothes 
with the fcent of odoriferous drugs which. 
Ihe burned, and afterwards fprinkling them 
all over with ellences. The fumigation and 
afperfion performed, this charitable lady went 
herfelf into the kitchen for fome brcad» wine, 
and flices of roafted mutton, which (he had fee 
apart for my entertafnment : and obliging me 
to eat, took pleafure in ferving me, fometimes 
by cutting meviftuals, and fometimes by fill- 
ing wine ; in fpite of all that Marcos and I 
could fay to dilTuade her from fuch condefcen- 
fion. When I hadfupped, we gentlemen of 
tlje band began to tunc our voices to our gui- 
tarres, and performed a concert that charmed 
Mcrgellina. We affedted, indeed, to fing 
thofe airs, the words of which flattered her 
pafTion ! and it mull be obferved, that while 1 
fung, I frequently ogled her with the tail of 
my eye in fuch a manner, as blew the coals of 
love; 
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love ; for 1 began to be pleafcd with the gam*; 
Although the concert lafted a long time, I was 
not at all tired ; and as for the lady, to whom, 
the hours fccmed minutes, (he would willingly 
have fpent the night, in bearing us ; had not the 
old ulher, to whom the minutes feemed hours, 
put her in mind of its being late. This fhe 
gave him the- trouble to repeat ten or twelve 
times; but Ihe had to do with one who waa 
indefatigable on that fubjeft, and who gave 
her no reft until I was gone. This experi- 
-enced perfon, leeing his miftrefs abandoned ta- 
a fooliln paflion, was afraidof fome crofs acci- 
dent; and his fear was foon juftified: for the 
dodtor, either fufpefting fome fecret intrigue, 
or agitated by the demon of jealoufy, who 
had Tcfpeflied him hitherto, took it in his head 
to find fault with our concerts, which he for- 
bad in a peremptory manner, and, without 
giving any reafon for his difguft, declared 
uiat for the future, he would fuffer no ftran- 
gers to come within his doors. 

Marcos advertifed me of this declaration,, 
which was particularly intended for me, and 
mortified me not a little ; for I had conceived 
hopes I was forr^ to forego. Neverthelefs^ 
that I may aft the faithful hiftorian I will own 
that I bore the misfortune with patience. This 
was not the cafe with Mergellina, whofe fenti- 
ments were more inflamed than ever. " My 
' dear Marcos ! (faid ftie to her ufher) from you 
alone I expeft alTiftance : fall upon fome me- 
thodj I b^ of you, to bring Di^o and me 
together 
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t<^thcrin private." — "What do you aik! (cri- 
ed the old man in a rage.) I have been already 
but too complaifant, and will not undertake, 
by gratifying your filly paflion, .to diihonour 
my mafter, ruin your reputation, and entail 
infamy upon myfelf. I, wRo have always 
maintained the charafter of an irreproachable 
domeftic ! I will rather quit your family than 
fcrve you in fuch a Ihameful manner." — " Ah, 
Marcos ! (cried the lady, interrupting him, 
and frightened at his laft words) you pierce 
my very heart, when you talk of leaving me I 
Cruel man ! arc you going to forfake me now, 
after having reduced me to this condition I 
Give me back my former pride, and that fa- 
vegenefs of difpofition you have deprived me 
of I Why do 1 not ftill poflefs thefe nappy de- 
feits, which would have preferved my tran- 
quility : whereas your indifcrcci remGnilrances 
have robbed me of the repofe I enjoyed I You 
have corrupted my morals by endeavouring to 
correft them. — But what do I fay (added ftie) 
wretch that I am ! why do I reproach you un- 
juftly; No, my father, you arc not the author 
of my misfortune, which cruel fate alone de- 
crees ! Don't therefore take notice, I conjure 
you, of the extravagant difcourle that efcapes 
mel Alas! my paliion diforders my under* 
ftanding! Havepity on my weaknefs, you are 
alh my comfort, and if ynu have any regard 
for my life, do not refufe youf afliftance." 

At thefe words, her tears redoubling in fuch 
a manner chat ihe could not go on,, Ihe cover- 
ed 



cGoogk 



i86 ADVENTURES OF 

ed her face with her handkerchief, and threw 
herlelf upon a chair, like a perfon finking un- 
der affliftion. Old Marcos, who was perhaps 
the beft foul of an uftier that ever lived, could 
not refill fuch a moving fight, which afFefted 
him fo much, that he even mingled his tears 
with thofe of his miftrefs, and faid, with an 
air of tendernefs, " Ah, madam, how bewitch- 
ing you are ! I am not proof againfl: your for- 
row ! My virtue is vanquilhed, and I promiie 
. you my affiftance. I am not furprifed that love 
has been able to make you forget your duty, 
when pity only has fevered me from mine." 
Accordingly, the ufher, in fpite of his irre- 

• proachable conduft, devoted himfelf very 
obligingly to the paflion of Mcrgellina, and 
having come one morning to inform mc o£ 
what had happened, told me at parting, that 
he had already concerted a plan for procuring 
a fecret interview between the lady and me. 
This re-animated my hope, but in lefs than 
two hours after I received a piece of very bad 
news. A journeyman apothecary in the neigh- 
bourhood, one. of our cuftomers, came in to 
befhaved, and while I prepared the" lather, 
iaid, " Signor Diego, what is the matter with 
your friend, the old fquire, Marcos de Obre- 

■ gon ! Do you know that he is going to 
leave Doftor Olorofo ?" Upon my anfwering 
in the negative, he refumed,- •' It is certainly 
true : he is to be difmiffed this , very day : his 
mailer and mine have been juft talking on that 
fubjeft, while I was by ; and to the belt of my 
remcm- 
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i^emembrance, their conyerfation was thus:" 
' Signor Apiintado (faid the phyfician) I 

* have a favour to aflc: being diflatisfied with 

* an old uftier who has fefved me fome time, 
' I want to put my wife under the direction 
' of a faithful, fcvere, and vigilant duenna.'— 

* I underftandyou (faid mymafter, interrupt- 
ing him) you have occafion for Dame Melan- 
cia, who was my wife's governante, and has 
lived in the family thefe Rx weeks that I have 
been a widower : Though Ihe is very ufeful to 
me in houfekeeping, I yield her to you, on ac- 
count of my concern for your honour. You 
may depend upon her for the fafety of your 
forehead : flic is a jewel of a duenna*, and a 
very dragon to guard the chaftity of the female 
fex : dunng the whole term of twelve years 
that fhe was with my wife, who, you know, 
was both young and handfonie, I never faw fo 
much as the fliadow of a gallant in my houfe. 
No, faith I it was no place for them ^o play 
pranks in, and let me tell you, the defunft, 
m the beginning, had a ftrong propenfit)| to 
coquetry, but Dame Melancia foon reclaim- 
ed, and infpired her with a tafte for virtue. 
In a word, ftie is a treafure, and you will 
thank me more thaTi once for the prefent I 
make of her.' The doftor was rejoiced at this 
encomium, and Signor Apuntador and he are 

agreed, 

• The doeiiMtiredifcrMt ftnwleiof appforod fidelity, to whoft 
«ar«the Spaniards cDmcniC the chaJldtyof their wiyej and daughleti-* 
ui afike Ii3f pily excluded Irwa tbii land of Tiifnm fictdmni 
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agreed, that the duenna Jhall this very day fill 

the place of the old ulher." 

This piece of news, which I believed, and 
was certainly true> diliurbed the ideas of plea- 
fure with which I had begun again to regale 
myfelf i and Marcos, in the afternoon, con- 
founded them effectually, by confirming the 
report of the journeym:in apothecary. *' My 
*' dear Diego (faid the honeft uDier) I am 
*' very glad that Dot5lor Olorofo has difmif- 
" fed me. A circumftance that fpares mc 
*' a great deal of trouble : for I not only 
" for nd myfclf engaged in a bad employ- 
" mentj but likewileunder a necelTity of con- 
" triving tricks and Utatagems to bring Mer-* 
*' gellina and you together in private. What 
*' a delimma had I brought myfclf into I, 
*' Th^k heaven, 1 ara freed from thofe trou- 
" bltfome cares, and the dangers that attend 
" them ! For your part, ■ my fon, you ought 
" to confole yourfelf for the lofs of a few 
*' fweet moments, which might have been 
** followed by numberlels forrows." I rclilh- 
ed the reflection of Marcos, becaufe I na 
longer had any hopes ; and thought no more 
of the affair. I confefs, I was not one of thofe 
ftubborn lovers wlio are animated by the ob- 
ftacles in their way : but had I been Rich an 
one, Dame Melancia was enough to make me 
quit my purl'uit : for the charadler I had heard 
of that duenna feemed capable of driving 
any gallant to defpair. Neverthelefs, in what- 
ever colours ihe had been painted to me, I 
learned 
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learned two or three days after, that the doc- 
tor's wife had either lulled this Argus, or cor- 
rupted her fidelity. As I went out to ftiavc 
one of our neighbours, a decent old woman 
flopping me in the ftreet, aiked if my name 
■was not Diego de la Fuenta: when I anfwer- 
ed. Yes. " Well, then (faid flic) you are 
** the perlbn I want. Come this night to 
*' Donna Mergellina*s door, and make fome 
" llgnal by which you may be known and 
•' admitted into the houfe." — " Very well (faid 
I to her) we muft firft agree upon the fignal. 
I can mimick a cat charmmgly, and will 
mew fevcral times."—" That's enough (rfcpli- 
** ed this fhe Mercury) I will report your an- 
** fwer. Your fervant, Signor Di^o — Hea- 
** ven blefs you — How handfome you are! 
** By St. Agnes, if I were but fifteen years 
■** old, I would not choofe to engage you for 
** others." So faying, the officious beldame 
went away. 

You rtiay well think that I was furioufly 
agitated by this meflage. Adieu the refleftion' 
of Marcos, lexpefted night with the utinoft 
impatience, and when I thought Dodor Olo- 
rofo might be afleep, wtht to her door, where 
I mewed fo loud. a& to be heard at a good dif- 
tance, and did great honour to the mailer 
who taught me fuch a polite art. In a mo- . 
ment, Mcrgellina herfelf having opened the 
doorfijftly iind let me in, Ihut it again in the 
fame manner; and we went together into the 
hall where our laft concert was held, and 
which 
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which was lighted by a fmall lamp that glim- 
mered in the chimney: we fat down clofe by 
one another, for the benefit of converfing more 
at our eafc; and were both very much affect- 
ed : with this difference, however, that plea- 
fure alone was the occafion of her emotion ; 
while mine partook a little of fear. My prin- 
cefs in vain aflured me, that we had nothing 
to dread on account of her hulband ; I was 
feizcd with a fit of ftiivering that difturbed 
my joy.. " Madam (faid I to her) how have 
** you been able to deceive the. vigilance of 
*' your governante? After what I had heard 
*• of Dame Melancia, I did not think it pof- 
*' fible for you to find means to let me hear 
*' from you, much lefs to give me a perfonal 
*' interview." Donna Mergcllina, fmiling at 
my difcourfe, anfwered, " You will ceafe to be 
*' furprifed at the pri^e opportunity we now 
*' enjoy, after I nave*told you what pafled 
*' between my duenna *and me. When Ihe 
•' came firfl: into the family, my hufljand load- 
•* ed her with civilities, and faid to me, * Mer- 

* cellina; I commit you to the conduit of 
' this difcreet gentlewoman, who is a fum- 

* raary of all the virtues: a mirror which 

* you muft always have before your eyest 

* for your improvement in wifdom: this ad- 
' mirable perfon governed an apothecary's 

* wife (a friend of mine) twelve years j and 

* that in fuch an uncommon manner* that 

* Ihe became a kind of faint, under her in- 
; ftrudtion* 

This 
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** This encomium, which the fevere look of- 
Dame Melanciadid not bclye, colt me a world 
of tears, and threw me into defpair, I re- 
prefented to myfelf the leftures I muft hear 
from morn to night,, and the rebukes I mult 
every day undergo. In .Ihort, I expedtcd to 
be the moft unhappy woman in the world : 
and thinking it needlefs to be on the referve, 
in fuch a cruel ftate of expedation, I faid to 
my duenna, with arcfolute air (as foon as I 
found myfelf alone with her) ' You are 
' doubtlefs preparing a great many fufFerings 

* for mej but I think proper to advertile 

* you beforehand, that I have not a great 
' deal of patience ; and that I will endeavour 

* to give you as many mortifications as I 
' can: In the mean time, I declare that my 
' heart entertains apaflion which all your re- 

* monftrances Ihall not impair; fo you may 

* take your meafures accordingly, and re- 

* double your vigilance; fori coiifeis I will 

* fpare nothing to deceive it.' At thefe 
words, the grim-faced duenna (who, I ima- 

' gined, was about to give me a fample of her 
office( cleared up her auftere countenance, and 
faid witha fmiling air, * I am charmed with 
your humour, your franknefs encouragci mine, 
and I fee we are dcfigned for one another; 
Ah, my fair Mergellina! how little arc you 
acquainted with me when you judge by the 
charafter your fpoufe the doiftor gives me, and 
by this four afpedt I alTume! I am fo far from 
being an enemy to pleafure, that my folc mo- 
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live for hiring myfelf as the minifter of jea- 
lous hulbands, is, that I miyjhe more eftec- 
tpally fcrve the handibme wives. I have 
long poffcflcd the great myftery of difguifing 
mylelf ; and I may call myfelf doubly happy, 
becaufe I enjoy the convenience of fin and the 
reputation of virtue at the fame tiqie. Be- 
tween you and me this is the fcope of man- 
kind in general: virtue itfelf is too difficult 
to be acquired; and therefore people are fa- 
. tisfied .with pofieffing the appearances of it. 
* Leave your conduft to my direftion, 
(added the governantc) and I warrant "you, we 
will foon impofe upon old Dodof Olorofo, 
who, by my troth, Ihall foon. ihare the fate 
of Signor Apuntador; for I don't fee ,why 
the forehead of a phyfician fliould be more 
refpeded' than that of an apothecary. Poor 
Apuntador ! how many tricKs his wife and I 
have played him ! She was a lovely creature ! 
a good-humoured foul, heaven reft it ! I can 
aiTure you (he made a good ule of her youth; 
and did not want abundance of admirers, 
whom I introduced to the houfc without ever 
being difcovered by her hufband : look, upon 
me, therefore, madam, with a more favour- 
able eye, and be perfuaded, that whatever ta- 
lent the old fquire might have for your fer- 
vice, you will lofe nothing by the change, 
and perhaps find me ftiil more ufeful than hp 
was.' 

*' I leave you to judge, Diego (continued 
■Mergellina) how much I thought myfelf oblig- 
ed 
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ft.1 to the duenna, for this frank declaration 
for I looked upon her as a perion of the moft 
auftere vircue-, fo apt are people to be deceived 
in women. Her finceriiy gained my heart in 
a moment 1 I embraced her in a tranfport of 
joy, that convinced her how much I was 
charmed with my lot, in having her for a go- 
vernance; and at'ierwards freely imparted my 
fentiments to her, and begged that Ihe would, . 
without lofs of time, contrive a private meet- 
ing with you, which fhe has not failed to pro- 
cure. This very morning ihe fet at work that 
old woman who fpoke to you, and who is an 
agent whom Ihe often employed for the apo- 
thecary's wife.. But the moft pleafiuit parr of 
this adventure (added fhe, laughing) is, that 
Melancia, undenlanding from me .that my 
hufband commonly fleeps found, has gone to 
b:;d to him, and this very minute fupplies my 
place. " So much the worle, madam, (faid 
*' I to Mergellina) I cannot approve this 
" invention; your hulband may wake and per- 
" ccive the cheat." — •' He cannot perceive 
" it (anfwered (he, with fomeprecipitationO 
** do not be uneafy on that fcore 1 nor let a 
*' groundlefs panic poifon the delight you 
*' ought to enjoy with a young lady who has 
. *' a regard for you." 

The old dodlor's wife, obferving that I was 
ftill difmayed, notwithftanding her aflurancc, 
did every thing in her power to encours^e me, 
and praftifed fo many different endeavours for 
that purpofe, that Ihe fucceeded at laft, and I 
Vol. I. K refolved 
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refolvcd to profit by die occafioni but juft as 
Cupid, attended by the Sports and Smiles, was 
about to crown my happinefs, we were afto- 
nifhcd by a loud rap at the ftreet door. Im- 
mediately Love and his train took wing, like 
a flock of fearful birds difpc:fcd by fudden 
noifel—Mergellina concealed mc in a hurry 
under a table that was in the hall-, then blow- 
ing out the lamp has had been agreed upon 
between her govenante and her, in cafe iuch 
a crofs accident ihould happen, flie went to 
the chamber where her huiband was a-bcd. 
In the mean time the whole houfe rung with 
the repeated knocks that were thundered at 
the door; ai;d the doftor, ftarting out of his 
deep, called Melancia.— The duenna, jump- 
ing out of bi'd (although the doftor, whomif- 
took her for his wife, bid her lie ftill) joined 
■ her miftrefs in the dark, who, feeling her, 
called Melancia alfo, and bid her go and fee 
who knocked at the door: " Madam (an- 
" fwered the governantc) I am here — Go to 
" bed again, if you pleafe, and 1 wiU go and 
*' fee what is the matter." Meanwhile Mer- 
geliina, having undrelled, dipt into bed to the 
doctor, who had not the leaft fufpicion of the 
trick. — 'Tis true, indeed, this fcenc was per- 
formed in the dark by two aftrefles, one of 
whom was matchlefs in her way, and the 
other an admirable proficient. 

The duenna, wrapped in a robe de chambre, 

appearing foon after with a candle in'her hand, 

faid to her matter, *' Signor Dodor, be fo 

*' good 
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** good as to rife : the bookfeller, FcFnandez 
" de Buendia, our neighbour, has fallen into 
** an apoplexy, and you are defired to go 
** with allhafte to his alTiftance." The phy- 
fician drefled himfelf as foon as he could, and 
went away i while his wife, in a loofe gown, 
came along with the duenna into the hall 
where I was, and drawing me from under the 
table, more dead than^live, " You have no- 
*' thing to feaf, Diego (faid flie) recollect 
*' ycurlelf." Then, in a few words, fhe told 
me what had happened, and wanted to renew 
the converfation wliich had been interrupted j 
but this the governanteoppoled, faying, " Ma- 
** dam, perhaps your hu(band will find the 
** bookfeller dead, and return immediately. 
*• Befides (added (he, perceiving me benum'd 
'** with fear) what would you do with this 
*' poor lad? He is in no condition to main- 
**tain the conference, which- you^iad better 
•' defer till to-morrow." — Donna Mergellina 
confented to this propofal, not without re- 
gret; fo well did (he love die prefent time: 
and I believe Ihe was very much mortified, 
that Ihe could not then beftow upon the doc- 
tor the new cap fhe had deftined for him. 

As for my own part, lefs forry for having 
been bau|ked of love's moil precious favours, 
than glad to be out of danger, I went back. 
to my mailer's houie, where I fpent the night 
in reflecting upon my adventure. — I hefit^ed 
fome time about going to the place of rendez- 
vous next night, having as bad an opinion of 
' K a this 
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this fecond enterprize as of the firft : but the 
devil, who is always laying clofe fiege to, us, 
or rather, on fuch occafions, takes poneflion 
of our faculties, fuggeiled that I fliould be a 
great-booby to (top Ihortin themiddieor fuch 
a delightful journey, reprefented to myfancy 
Mergellina adorned with new charms, and 
heightened the value of the pleafures that 
awaited me: fo thai I refolved to purfue my 
point, ind flattering myfelf with the hope of 
behaving '.vith mere course than before. Ire- 
paired in this difpcfition to the doftor's door, 
between eleven and twelve next night, which 
was fo dark that not one ftar appeared in the 
firmament. I mewed two or three times, to 
give notice that I was in the flrect; and no- 
body coming to the doer, I not only repeated 
thelignal, but alfo mimicked all the different 
exprelTions of a cat, which a flicpherd of Ol- 
medo had tiught me -, and acquitting myfelf fo 
well, that a neighbour going home, and mif- 
taking me for one of thofe animals whofe 
notes I imitated, took up a flint ftone he found 
at his feet and threw it at me with liis whole 
ftrength, faying, " Curfe on the catcrwauler!'* 
I received the blow upon my head, which 
ftunned me fo much, that I had well nigh 
tumbled backwEtfds. I felt myfelf wounded: 
a circuniftance fufHcient to give mt a difguft 
to gallantry, and, lofing my love with my 
blood, returned to Our boufc, where I alarmed 
and raifed the whole family. My mafter ex- 
amined and drefled my wound, which he 
thought 
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thought dangerous j but it was attended with 
no bad cpnicquence, and in three weeks dif- 
appcared. — During all that tiine I heard not 
one fylliiblc about Mergellina : and it is not 
unlikely that Dame Melancia, in order to de- 
tach her fr3:n me, introduced her to fomc bet- 
ter acquaintance. But this gave nie no concern, 
tor as ioon as I found mylelf perfedtly cured, 
I left Madrid, in order to perform my tour 
of Spain." 

CHAP.. VIII. 

Gil Bias and bis con^anion come up with a man 
whom they perceive feaking crufts of bread in a 
fpring J ana enter into cenverfation with him. 

SIGNOR Diego de Fuenta recounted a good 
many more adventures that had happened 
to him; but, in my opinion, fo little worth 
the breath they coft, that I fliall pafs them over 
in filence ; though I , was obliged to hear the 
recital, which was fo tedious, that it brought 
us as far as Ponte dc Duera. In this village we 
ftaid the remaining part of the davj and at 
the inn where we lodged, ordered for fupper 
a dilh of cabbage-lbup and a roafted hare, the 
fpecies of which we were at great pains to 
prove beforehand. On the morrow, at break 
of day, we purfued our journey, after having 
replsnifhed our bottle with pretty good wine, 
and furnilhed our knapfack with lome flices 
of bread, and the hatf of the hare which re- 
mained from our fupper. 

K 3 When 
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When we had gone about two leagues, we 
began to be hungiy ; and pcrcriving feveral 
large trees, which formed an agreeable Ihade 
in the fields, about two hundred paces from 
the highway, we wcnc thither to make a halt, 
and found a man feven or eight and twenty 
years old, foaking feme crafts in a fountain. 
A long fword lay by him on the grals, with 
an havrefack, of which he had unloaded his 
ihoulders ? and though he was poorly cloth- 
ed, he difcovered a good ftiape and mein.^ 
We accofted him ia a civil manner, upon 
which he faluted us with great complaHknccj 
and prefentin^ his crufts, alked with a iinile, 
if we would be of hts mefe i we ^fwered yes, 
provided he would give us leave to improve 
the rcpaft, by joining our breakfift whn his. 
He freely confenting, we immediately pro- 
duced our viftuals, which afforded no un- 
pleafmg view to the ftrangcr, who cried in a 
tranfport of joy, '* How, gentlemen ! egad 
" therp's ftore of amunition for the belly r I 
*' fee you arc proridcnrpcople ; for 'my own 
** part, I fddom travel fo well providc«J, but 
** depend a good deal upon chaace. Notwith* 
" Handing my prefent fituation, however, I 
'* may fay without vanity, that I ibmetimcs 
" make a pretty biilliant appearance. — You 
" miift know, that I am ufually treated like 
** a prince, and have guards in my train," 
*' J underftand you (faid Diego) you would 
•* intimate that you are a player." — ** You 
- *' havfi hit it (replied the otherj} I have a£ted 
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« tKefe fifteen years at leaft ; for I performetl 
" Ibme fmall parts while I was yet a child,"— 
" To be plain with you (faid the barber, 
" fhaking nis head) I can Icarce believe what 
*' yOLi fay. — I know what fort of people the 
" comedians are i thefegentlemen donottravd 
•* ^-foot, and d:nc with St. Anthony as you 
" do; Therefore I cannot help thinking that 
" you are no more than a candte fnufrer."— 
" You njay think of me as you pleafe (re- 
" plied the ftage-playeii) butl.affirm, that I 
" aft the very top parts, aiid among the reft 
** that of the lover," — " If that be the cafe 
" (faid my comrade) I congratulate you upon 
" 'it i and am very proud, that Signor Gil Bias 
** and I have the honour to breakfaft with a 
** perfon of fuch importance.*' 

We then began to gnaw our crufts, and the 
precious' remains of the hare, beftowing fuch 
rude embraces on the bottle, that it was en^ty 
in a very fliort time ; and being To bufy with 
•what wre were about, that we fcarcc fpoke one 
word during the rcpaftj which being ended, 
the canverfatiOTi was thus rcftimed : *' I ani 
** furprifed (faid the barber to the player) to 
" fee you in fuch indifferent circumftances : 
** for a ftage hero, mcthinks, you have a very 
." needy appearance : you will pardon my free- 
" dom." — '' Your freedom ! (cried the aftor) 
" ah ! truely you are little acquainted witK 
" Melchior Zapata. Thank heaven, I am 
" not at all exceptious : you do me a pleafure 
" in fpeaking fo frankly, fori myfclf love to 
K 4 " tell. 
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*' tell my mind without referve. I fincerely 
*' own I am not rich. — Look (added he, 
" ihowing that his doublet was lined with 
" play bills) this is the llnfF that ufuaJly 
*' Jcrves me for lining ; and if you have any 
*' curiofity to lee my wardrobe, it Ihall be 
" forthwith gratified," At the fame time he 
took out of his knapfack an old fiiit laced 
wiili tinfel, a foriy hat with fome old plumes 
of feathers, a pair of filk ftockings full of holes, 
and red buflcina very much worn. " You fee 
" {faid he) I am tolerably poor." — " That's 
" what furprifes me (replied Diego.) So you 
" havenejmer wife nor daughter?" — " I hjve 
" a wife, young and handfome (faid Z^ta) 
*' yet I am never a bit the better for it, fo 
*' wonderfully capricious is my fate. I mar- 
*' ried a beautiful aftrefs, in hopes that ihe 
*' would not let me ftarve-, and unfonunate- 
" ly for me, Ihe is incorruptibly chafte. Who 

. *' the devil would not have been deceivwi as I 
" was ? There happened to be one virtuous wo- 
** man among the ftroUers, and Ihe muft fall 
*' to my lot!" — " Truely you have had bad 
*' luck (faid the barber:) but why did not 

■ " you marry an aftrefs of the king's company 
'* at Madrid, in which cafe you could not 
" have been difappointed ?" — " I grant it 
" (replied the player) but a plague upon it, 
" a little country-ftffiller dares not aipire to 
** thofe famous heroines: that is as much as 
" an aftor of the prince's company can do ; 
*' -fome of wham are even obliged to match 
~ *' in 
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** in the city. — Luckily for them, the city is 
*' well ftored, and they often liglit on yoke- 
" fellows not a whit inferior to thoie princefies 
*' who were brought up behind the fcenes." 

*' Have you never endeavoured (faid my 
** companion to him) to be introduced into 
" that company? Muft one haye infinite me- 
" rit to be admitted into if?" — " Good! (re- 
" plied Mekhior) you are merry with your 
" infinite merit. — It is compofed of twenty 
" adtors: afk their character' in town, and 
*■' you will- hear them finely handled. More.- 
" than one half deferve to carry the knapfack 
" fttll; buffer all that it is no eafy matter 
" to be received among them. One mud have 
" money, or powerfiu friends, to fupply the 
" want of talents. — This I ought to know, 
*' lince I amjuft come from making a trial at 
" Madrid, where I have been hooted and hificd 
*' in a hellilh manner, altlioiigli I deferved to ■ 
" be applauded to the Ikies ; fori roarqd, rant- 
" ed, burlefqued nature an hundred times! 
" and moreover, in my declamation, clapped 
'* my clinched fift to my princefs's npfc. — ^In 
" a word, I performed in the tafte of the great 
'^ aftors in vogue-, and yet the fame audience 
" that reliihed this behaviour in them, could 
" not endure it in me. — You fee the force of 
" prejudice! wherefore, finding myfelf inca- 
" pable of pleafing on that ftage, and having 
" nothing to fecure my reception in defiance 
■ " of the town, I am going back to Zemora, 
*' where I ftiall rejoin my wife and comrades, 
K 5 " who 
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nilhsd with Greek and Larin devices. The 
barber no fooncr perceived the infcripcions 
than he iaid, " All thtfe Greek niotlos lavoiir 
*' llrongly of my uncle Thomas, who, I'll 
*' hold a wager, has a hand in the biifinefs , 
" for, between you and me,- lie is a learned 
" man, and has a power of college books by 
** heart: his greateil fault is, that he inceflant- 
*' ly quotes paflages from them in converfa- 
■ " tion,. which is not agreeable to every body. 
*' Beficies (added he) my uncle has tranflated 
'* a good many Gi^eek and Latin authors, and 
■" is' quite mafter of the ancients, as ons may 
" fee by the learned remarks which he has 
*' made: had it not been for him, we ftiould 
** never have known, that in the city- of 
". Athens children cried when they were flog- 
" ged: we owe tljatdifcovery to his profound 
" enidition." 

After my comrade and I had obferved all 
thofe tilings which I have mentioned, we were 
curious to'kijow_;Jic caufe of fuch prepara- 
tions, and went forward to enquire, when 
IJicgo recognized the director of tlie feaft, 
Signor- Thomas 'de la Fuenta, whom he ac- 
cofted with great eagernefs. The fchool-ma- 
fter did ji?oc, atfirll, know the young barber i 
fo much wasT'lue altered during an abfcnce of. 
ten years ; ' but, recolle<£ting' him at lall, lie em- , 
braced him affectionately, faying^ " What! 
" do"r fee thee then, Diego, my dear ne- 
■'" phew? Do I fee thee returned to the town 
" where thou firft faweftthe light? Thou art 
■ "" ' - " come 



l;, Gooi^l>j 



C I L B L A S. 205 

' come to vifit thy houfeiiold-godsj and 
' heaven reftores thee fafe and found to thy 
' kindred! O day, thrice and four times hap- 
' py ! O day, worthy to be marked with a 
' white ftone ! A world of changes have hap- 
' pened, my friend (purfued he:) thy uncle 
' Pedro, the poet, has.fallen a viftimto Plu- 
' to, having died three months i^. That 

* miler, while alive, was afraid of wanting 

* the necelTaries of life. Jrgenti paUebat 

* amove. For tliough he received large pen- 
' fions from feveral grandees, he did not 
' fpend ten piftolcs a year for his fubfiftencej 
' and was even ferved by a valet whom he 
■' did not maintain. That fool, more fenfe- 
' lefs than the Grecian Ariftippus, who or- 
' dered his (laves to throw away, in the de- 
■'■ ferts of Africa, the riches they carried, as a 
'■'■ burthen that incommoded them in their - 
■' march — he, I fay, heaped tip all the 'gold 
■* and filver he' could fcrape together; and 
"for whom? for thofe very heirs he would 
" not ib much as fee. He died worth thirty- 
" thoufand ducats, which thy father, thy un- 
" cle Bertrand, and I, have equally iliared 
" among us ; fo that we are able to fettle our 
" children to our heart's defirc. My brother 
" Nicholas has already difpofed of thy filler 
" Therefa, whom he has given in marriage 
" to flie fon of one of our alcaldes. Connublo 
" jmxit Jlabili, propriuinqMe decavit. Thefe 
" nuptials, performed under the moll happy 
*' aufpices, we have celebrated tliefe two days 

with 
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*' with fuch preparation i three tents being 
*' -pitched in the plain, one for each of the 
" three heirs of Pedro, who, in their turns, 
*' bear the cxpence of rfie day. T wifh thou 
'* hadft arrived fooner, to have feen the bc- 
" ginning of our. rejoicings. The day before 
" yeftcrday, when they were married, thy fa- 
*' ther gave a fumptuous entertainment, which 
" was followed by a courfe of the ring: thy 
•' uncle, the mercer, treated yeftcrday, andre- 
" galed us with a paftoral feaft; ten of the 
** genteek'ft youths, and as many handfotne 
" maidens, were drefled like (hepherds, all 
*' the ribbons and points in his fnop being 
** employed to ,ado"m them.-^This gay com- 
*' pany performed feveral dances, and fung 
" a thouJand tight and tender catches : never- 
*' thefels, though nothing was ever more gal- 
" lant, the fpeftators didhotfeem to reliffi 
*' it, which diGWS that paftoral is quite out of 
" date." 

" To-day (added- he) every thing is to be at 
*' my colt, and I will exhibit to the inhabi- 
" tants of Olmedo a fhow of my own inven- 
'* tion. Finis coroTtabit opus. I have order- 
** ed a theatre to be railed, on which (God 
*' willing) I will ipake my fcholars reprefcnt 
*• a piece of my own compofing, intitled, 
'» The Diverfions of Muley Bugentuf, King 
*' of Morocco. It will be extremely weS 
*' aited, becaufc I have fcholars who declaim 
" like the players of Madrid : they are the 
;* fons of fafliionable people living at Penna- 
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** fiel and Segovia, who are boarded with me, 
** and are become excellent aitors under njy 
•' inftniftion. Their performance will appear 
** to be of a mafterly ftanip, ut ita dicam: 
" With regard to the piece, I fhall fay no- 
*' thing, that thou mayeft enjoy the pleafure 
*' of furprize ; but only oblerve that it rnuft, 
»* tranfport the fpeftators : for it is one of 
•* thofe tragic fubjefts which wake the foul 
" by the images of death they prefent to the 
i* view. — I am of Ariftotle's opinion, that 
** the chief end' of tragedy, is to raife terror. 
" Oh! if I had attached myfelf to the drama, 
*• I would have introduced none but bloody- 
** minded princes and heroic afTaflins on the 
'* fcene, and would have bathed myfelf in 
** gore ; and in my tragedies not only the 
*• principal perfons but even their guards 
" Ihouldhaveperifhed, I would have mur- 
*' dcred them all, to the very prompter. In 
" a word my tafte is horror: and we fee that 
" fuch poems captivate the multitude, fup- 
** port the luxury of the players, and enable 
" the author to live at his e;ile." , 

Juft as he had done fpealcing, we faw com- 
ing out of the village into the pl^n a great 
concourfe of men and women. Thefe were 
no other than the new married couple, ac- 
cofnpanied by their relations and friends, and 
preceeded by ten or twelve muficians, who, 
playing all together, performed a nioft thun- 
dering concert. We went up to meet them, 
and Diego madehimfelf known j upon which 
the 
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die whole aflembly broke out into (houts of 
joy, and every one was eager to embrace him ; 
fo that he was fufficiently employed in receiv- 
ing their exprefTions of friendihip. His whole 
family, as well as all who were .prefent, hav- 
• ing well nigh fmothered him with carelTes, his 
father faid to him, "Welcome, Diego ; thou 
*' findeft thy parents fomewhat bettered in 
*' their circumltances, my child. I fliall fay 
*' no more at prefent, but explain myfelf more 
" particularly by and by." Mean while the 
company, advancing into the plain, repaired 
to the tents, and fat down at the tables that 
"were covered; and I andmy companion, whom 
I would not quit, dined with, the bridegroom 
and bride, who feemed to he very well match- 
ed. The repaft was pretty long, .becaufe the 
fchool-mafter had the vanity to furnifli three 
courfes, in order to excel his brothers, who 
had not treated with fuch magnificence. 

After the banquet, all the gucfts exprefled 
impatience to fee the repretemation of Signor 
Thomas's piece, not doubting (as they laid) 
that the produiSlion of fuch a fine genius 
would anfwer their moft fanguine expeftation. - 
Accordingly, approaching the ftage, before 
which the muficians had already taken their 
feats, in order to play between the a6ts, every 
body, in the moft profound filence, waited 
for the beginning. The actors appeared on 
the fcene, and the author, with his poem in 
his hand, fat down on one fide, to prompt 
them. It was not without reafon that he told 
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us tlie piece was tragical ; for, in the firfl: aft, 
the king of Morocco, by way of recreation, 
fhot an hundred moorilh flavcs with arrows : 
in the fecond, he beheaded thirty Portuguefe 
officers, whoni one of his captains had made 
prifoners of war : and in the third and laft, 
this monarch, mad with his wives, fet fire 
with his own hand to a detached palace in 
which they were fhut up, and reduces tiiem 
_ and it to alhes. The Moorifh flaves, as well 
as the Portuguefe officers, were figures of 
ozier, very artfully made : and the palace, 
compofed of paper feemed all of a flame by 
an artificial fire-work. This conflagration, ac- 
companied with a thoufand doleful flirieks, 
that feemed to iflue from the midft of the 
flames, concluded the piece, and clofed the 
fcene in a very diverting manner, The whole 
.plain echoed with the applaufe that was given 
to fuch a fine tr^;edy, which juftified the 
good tafte of the poet, and Ihowed that he 
knew how to c]ioole his fubje6t, 

I thought there was no more to be feen, af- 
ter the Diverfions of Muley Bugentuf^ but I 
was miftaken ; for we were advertifed of a 
newfliow by the found of drums and trum- 
pets. This was a diftribution of prizes : Tho- 
mas de la Fuenta, to make the fcaft more fo- 
lemn, having ordered all liis fcholars (as well 
thofe who were boarded with him as the reft) 
to compofe, and intending to beftow on- thofe 
who had fucceeded beft, books bought at 
Segovia witli his own coin. Immediately, 
thcre- 
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therefore, two fchool-tbrms were brought upon 
the ftage, with a prefs full of little books 
handfomely bound j then all the aftors return- 
ed .upon the fcene, and ranged thcmfelvcs 
round Signer Thomas, who looked as big as 
the head matter of a college,, and held a pa- 
per in his hand on which were written ,,the 
names of thoJc who were to obtain the prizes: 
this he gave to the king of Morocco, who 
b^an to read it with a loud voice; and 
every fcholar who was called, going in a re^ 
fpeaful manner, received a book from the 
pedant, who was afterwards crowned with bays, 
and ordered to fit down on one of the benches, 
that he might be expofed to the idmiratton of 
the cfDwd. Neverthelefs, how defirous footer 
the fchool-maftcr was of fending home rfie 
foeftators fatisfied, he could by no means ef- 
feft it J becaufe having diftributed almoft all 
the prizes among his boarders, as die cuftom 
is, the mothers of fomeof the reft, being pre- 
fent, were offended : and openly acculed the 
pedant of partiality, in fuch a manner, that 
fiiis cntertainnwnt, which had hitherto been 
fo glorious for him, had like to have ended 
in mifchicf, like the fcaft of the Lapithse. 
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7be arrival of Gil Bias at Madrid j with an ac- 
count of the jirji majter whom he ferved in 
that city. 

HAVING ftaid fome time with the 
young barber, I afterwards joined a 
merchant of Segovia, with four mules, 
on which he had tranfported goods to Val- 
ladolid, and was returning with them un- 
loaded. We became .acquainted on the 
road, and he conceived luch a friendfhip 
for me, that he infifted upon my lodging 
at his houfe when we arrived at Sego- 
via. There he detained me two daysi and" 
when 
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when I was ready to fet out for Madrid, along- 
with a carrier, he intruded me with a letter, 
v.'hich he dcfired I would in perfori deliver, 
according to the diredlion, without telling me 
that it was a recommendation. I did not fail 
to prerent it to Signer Mattheo IVIelendez, a 
woolen-draper, who lived near the Sun-gate, 
at the corner of the Trunkmaiier's-ftreet ; and 
he no fooner opened it, and read the contents, 
than he faid, with a complaifant air, " Si- 
*' gnor Gil Bias, Pedro Pelacio, my corre- 
*^ ^ondent, writes fo prelTingly in your be- 
** half, that I cannot difpenfe with your lodg- 
" iilg at my houfe. He moreover intreats me 
" to find a place for you i and 1 undertake the 
*' office with pleafure, being perfuaded that 
*' I fliall find no difficulty m procuring for 
'* you a good fettlement." 

I accepted the offer of Mclcndez with fo 

, ijiuch the more joy, as my finances were kn- 
fibly diminilhed: but I did nst live long at his 
expence; for in eight days he "gave me to 
know, tijat he haa recomr;.iended me to a 
gentleman of his acquaintance, who wa'Ued a 
valet de chambre -, and that, in all probability, 
I would be preferred to the poft. The gen- 
tleman coming in at that moment, " Signor 
" (faid Mclendez, fbowing me to him) this 
." is the young man I mentioned to you. He 
" is a youth of honour and fobriety, and I 
" can anfwer for his good behaviour, as much 

- »' as for my own." The cavalier," having 

looked at me attentively, faid he liked my 

cciin- 



l;,GOOt^l>J 



G I L B L A S. 213 

countenance, and took me into his fcrvice. 
*• He may follow me now (added he) and I 
" will inltruft hiin in h's duty." At thefe 
words he bad the merchant good-morrow, and 
conducting me into the great ftreet juft by St. 
Philip's Church, we entered a pretty good 
houfe, one wing of which he pofleffed-, and 
going up five or fix fteps of a fl:air, he in- 
troduced me into a chamber, fecured by two 
ftrong doors, which he opened, and in the 
firft 1 perceived a finall window, grated with 
iron ; through this chamber we went into ano- 
ther, where there was a bed and other furni- 
ture, more calculated for convenience than 
lliow, - 

If my new mafter confideredme attentively 

at the houfe of Melendez, I examined- him 

with great carnefinefs in my turn. He was a 

man turned of fifty, feemed to be lerious and 

referved though good natured withal 1 fo that 

I conceived no bad opinion of him. He put 

feveral queftions to me about my family, and 

being fatisfied with my anfwers, " Gil Bias, 

" .(laid he) 1 believe thou art a fenfible young 

" fellow, and I am very glad to have fuch an 

one in my fcrvice. As for thee, thou fhalt 

have no caufc to complain : I will give thee 

fix rials a day, for vidtuals, clothes, wages 

'' and all, exclufiveof fome- little perquilites 

thou mayeft enjoy, and I am eafily ferved; 

for I keep no table, but always dine abroad. 

— All that thou haft to do in a morning is 

to clean my clothes, and thou flialt be at 

" thy 
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*' tKy own difpofal during the reft of the day: 
'" take care only to come back early in the 
** evening, and wait for me at the door. This 
*' is all I cxafL" After having thus pre- 
fcribcd my duty, he took out his purle and gave 
me fix ri^, as a beginniog to fulfil articles i 
then going out, he locked the doors himfelf, 
and putting the keys in his pocket, *' Friend 
" (laidhc) don't follow me: go where you 
" pleafe, but be fure to be on the ftair when 
" I return in the evening." So faying, he 
left me to difpofe of myfelf as I Ihould think 
proper. 

" In good faith, Gil Bias (faid I to my- 
" felf) thou couldft not have found a- better 
*' matter : what!. to light on a man, who, 
. *' for bnjfhing his clothes, and helping him 
" to dreJs of a morning gives me fix rials 
" per day, with liberty to walk and take my 
" diverfion, like a fcholar during the va- 
*' cation ! Egad, this is the happieft of all 
" lituations ! No wonder that I was fo de- 
" firous of being at Madrid : I had certainly 
" fome fupernatural intimation of the happi.- 
-" nefs that awaited me." I Ipent the day in 
ftroUing about the ftreets,- diverting myfelf 
with looking at every thing that was new to me, 
and this gave me fumcient employment. 
In the evening, after having Tupped at an eat- 
ing-Tioufc not far from our lodgings, 1 betook 
myfelf to the place whither my mafter had 
ordered me to repair, and where he himfelf 
arrived three quarters of an hour after me, 
fcemingly 
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fccmlngly well pleafed with my puniftuality, 
" Very well (faid hei this is right: 1 love to 
".fee lervants attentive to their duty." So 
faying, he opened the doors pf his apartment, 
and Ihut them again as foon as we had got in : 
being in the dark, he took a tinder-box and 
ftruck alight, by the help of which I aflifted 
to undrefs him. When he was a-bcd, I light- 
ed, by his order, a lamp that flood in Iiis 
chimney and carried the candle into the anti- 
chamber, where I went. to deep in a bed with- 
out curtains. — Next morning he got up be- 
tween nine and ten o'clock, and, when I had 
dufl»3 his clothes, counted me fix more rials, 
and difmifled me tiiltKe evening: after which" 
he went out alfo, not without locking his 
doors with great care ; fo we parted again for 
the remaining part of the day. 

Such was , our manner of living, which 1 
found very agreeable ; and the bell joke ef 
all was, I dill not know my matter's name; 
Melendez himfelf was ignorant of it, being 
only acquainted with him as a gentleman who 
came fometimes to his Ihop, and bought cloth 
of him as he had occafion for it. Our neigh- 
bours could give me no betKr information! 
all of them afluring me, that my mafter was 
utterly unknown tothem, although he had lived 
two years in the ward. They told me that 
he vifited nobody in the neighbourhood ; and 
fome of them, accuftomed to make rafh in- 
ferences, concluded from thence, that he was 
no better than he fliould be. They went ftill 
farther, 
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farther, fufpefting him to be a fpy of, the king 
of Portiigai, and charitably advertifed me of 
the I'ufpicion, that I might take my meafures 
accordingly. I was dillurbed at this advice; 
and reflected, that if the thing was fo, I fliould 
run the rifle of vifiting the prifcn of Madrid. 
I could hot confidcin my innocence, my pafl: 
misfortunes having taught me to dread jufliice; 
for I had found by experience, that if fhc 
does not not put the innocent to death, Jhe at leafl: 
treats them with fo little hofpitality, that her 
lodgers are always in a very melancholy fitua- 
tion. 

In fuch a delicate conjundure I confulted 
Melendez, who did not know how to advife 
me-, for if hq could not believe that my mat- 
ter was a fpy, on the other hand, he had no 
certain reafon to tliink otherwife -, fo that I 
refdlved to obftrve my patron narrowly, and 
to leave him, if I fliould perceive that he was 
Undoubtedly an enemy to the fl:ate -, but I 
thought prudence, and the eafinefs of my 
place, required that I fliould be firft perfectly 
fure of his praftifes. "With this view I began 
to keep a ftrift eye over his a6tions : and in 
order to found him, " Sir (faid I, one even- 
*' ing, while I undrefled; him) one does not 
*' know how to live, fo as to avoid flander: 
*' the world is very malicious, and we, among 
" others, are very little obliged to our neigh- 
" bours. You cannot guefs in what manner the 
'* malicious creatures talk of us." — Right 
*' Gil Bias (anfwered he) but what can they 

" &y 

C3.l;«i;,G00gk 



G I L B L A S. 117 

" fay bf us, child ?" — "Ah! trulj^ (I repied) 
" fcandal never wants matter. Virtue herfeif 
'• furnifties food for it. Our neighbours fay 
" that we. are dangerous people, and deferve 
** to be taken notice of by the government. 
" In a word, you are thought to be a i'py for 
*' the king of portugal." While I pronounced 
thefe words, I looked hard at my mailer, as 
Alexander* eyed his phyfician ; and employ- 
ing all my penetration to difcover what effeift 
my report produced in him, thought I ob- 
ferved an emotion that too well agreed with 
the conjeftures of the neighbourhood, and 
he fell into a fit of mufing, upon which I did 
not put the moft favourable conftruftion; but 
he icon recovered himfeif, and faid, with an 
air of tranquility, " Gil Bias, let our neigh- 
*' bours think as they pleafe, without making 
*• our peace depend on their imaginations ^ 
*' and lince we give them no caufe to think 
*' amifs of us, let their opinion give us no 
*' uncafmefs.** 

Upon this he *ent to bed, and I followed 
his example, without knowing what to think 
of the matter. Next day, juft as we were 
going out in the morning, we heard a loud 
rap at the outward door; my matter opened 
the other, and boking through the fmall grate 
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faw a decent fort of a man at it, who faid, 
" Signer cavalier, I am an aiguazil, and come 
** hither to tell you, that the corregidor 
" will Ipeak with you." — *' What does he 
" wantwithnK?" (replied my patron) "That 
" I am ignorant of, Signor (laid the algua- 
" zil:) but if you will take the trouble to go 
•' to his houfe, you will foon know." — '* I 
*' am his moft humble fervant (refumed my 
*' mafter),but have no manner of bufinefs 
•* with him." So faying, he fhut the fecond 
door; and Tiavlng waiked up and down for 
fome time, like one alarmed at the difcourfe 
of the aiguazil, put fix rials into my hand, 
faying, " Gil Bias, thou mayeft go cut, my 
" friend. I do not intend to go abroad fo 
*' early, and have no further occafion for thee 
" this morning." Thefe words made me be- 
lieve, that tte fear of being apprehended 
©blrged him to ftay at home; fo that when 
I left him, in order to fee if my fufpicions were 
unjuft, I hid mylelf in a place from whence 
I could fee him, if he fliould come out; 
and ihould have had the patience to ftay 
' there the whole morning, had he not fpared 
me that trouble. But an hour after I faw 
him walking in the ftrcet with an air of aflu- 
rancc, that at firft confounded my penetra- 
tion : but, far from being duped hy thofe 
appearances, I diftrufted them, having no fe- 
vourffble opinion of thcman. I looked upon 
his compol'ure as a piece of afietftation, and 
even imagined that thia re Jiaining at home was 
■ . "' ' with 
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•with a view of fecuring his gold and 'jewels ; 
and that, in all probability, he would confult 
his fafety by immediate flight. I did not ex- 
pert to lee him again, and hefitated about go- 
ing in the evening to give my attendance at 
, the doorj fo fure I was that he would quit the 
city inftantly, to efcape from the danger that 
threatened him. I did not fail, however, of 
being there; and, to my utter furprife, my 
inafter returned at his ufual time, went to bed 
without (howing the leaft uneafinefs, and got 
up next day with the fame tranquillity." 

When we had done drciTing, iomebody 
knocked at the door; uponwhicn, my mafter 
looking through the grate, perceived the fame 
alguazil who nad been there the preceeding 
day, and afked what he wanted. '.' Open, 
" (anfweredthe alguazil) here is monfieurthe 
" corregidor*." ■ At this formidable name 
my blood froze in my veins; for I was curfed- 
ly afraid of thefe gentlemen fince I had pafTed 
through their hands > and wJIhedthat moment 
•o be an hundred leagues from Madrid; but 
my patron, lefs afraid than I, opened the door, 
and received the judge with great reipeft. 
** You fee (faid the corregidor to him) I do 
**■ not come to your lodgings with many at- 
•* tendants, being defirous of doing every 
*' thing with as little noife aspoflible: and I 
believe that you deferve this refpefb, not- 
*' withftanding the ugly reports that are fpread 

• The eotregidor ii tbc chief ciril mijifltite in ertrj city at' 
Sfiin, appnnted bj the king. 
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" of you. Tell me, therefore, your name, 
*.' and bufinefs at Madrid?" " Signer (re- 
*' plied my mafter) I was born in New Caf- 
" tile, and my name is Don Bernard deCaf- 
**- tel Blazo; with regard to my bufinefs, I 
" divert myfelf in walking, frequenting Ihows, 
" and enjoying the agreeable converlation of 
" a tew leleft friends." — " Doubtlefs (faid the 
*' judge) you have a great income." — " No, 
*' Sir (refumed my patron, interrupting him) 
« 1 have neither rents, lands, nor houfe."— 
" How do you live then ?" (replied the corre- 
gidor.) " On that which youftiall fee." 
(faid Don Bernard) — at the fame time, he 
lifted up a hanging, opened a door which I 
■ had not before obferved, then another , behind 
that, and carried the judge into a clofet, where 
he fhowed him a great trunk filled with pieces 
of gold. 

Then he went on; " Signor, you know 
" that the Spaniards are enemies to work : 
" neverthclefs, how averfe foever they may be 
*' to trouble, I may fafely fay that I excel them 
" all in that particular-, having a fund ofla- 
'* zinels that renders me incapable of any 
*' manner of employment. If I had a mina 
" to dignify my vices, I would call this lazi- 
*' nefs a philofophical indolence, the work of 
*' a mind weaned from every thing that is 
" moft: ardently purfued in life. But I will 
*• frankly own that I am conftitutionally idle: 
** and fo idle that if I was under a neceflity 
*' of working for my livelihood, I believe 1 
■' Ihould 
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fhould let myfelf die of hunger. With a 
■ view, therefore, to lead a life agreeable to 
' my humour, to free myfelf -from the trou- 
' ble of managing my eftate, and above all 
' things to fave myfelf the trouble of a ftcw- 
' ard; I have converted rny whole patrimo- 
', ny, confifting of feveral confiderable inheri- 
' tances, into ready money. In this trunk 
' are fifty thoiifand ducats more than I ihall 
' evtr have occalion for, was I to live ano- 
' therage; for I don't fpend a thoufand a 
' year, and am already turned of fifty. I 
' am not at all afraid of what is to happen; 
' for, thank heaven ! I am not addifted to any 
' one of the three things which commonly 
' bring men to ruin : I am not a flave to my 
' ftomach, I play only for amufement, and 

* ain quite cured of women.- So that I am 
' under no appreheniipn of being ranked in 

* my old age among thole voluptuous do- 

* tards who purchafe the favours of cource- 
■' zans at an extravagant price." 

'* What a happy man you are! (fald the 
'* corregidor) you are very unjuftly iufpefti.-d 
" of beingafpy; that office being very unfit 
" for a perfon of your character. Proceed, 
" Don Bernard; fadded he) continue the life 
" you now lead, and far from-dlfturbing your ' 
" happinefs, I declare myfelf the guardian of 
*' it; I beg the favour of your friendship, and 
" offer you mine in return-" — "Ah, S'gnor! 
*' (cried my mafter, penetrated with thefe 
" obliging expreffions) I accept the precious 
^ 3 " offer 
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'* oficr you make, with equal joy and rei{3eft> 
'' for in vouchfafing me your friendfhip, you 
" increafe my wealth and crown my felicity.'* 
After this coiiverfation, which the alguazil and 
I overheard at the clofet-door, tlie corregidor 
took his leave of Don Bernard, who could 
not enough exprefs his gratitude ; while I, to 
fccond my mafter, and afilft him in doing the 
' honours of the houfc, overwhelmed the ^gua- 
zil with civilities, making a thoufand profound 
bows, though, in the bottom of my foul, I 
harboured that difdain and averfion which eve- 
ry man of honour has for pne of: hk occupa- 
tion. ■ ■ 

CHAP. 11. 

The tfiomjhmmt of Gil Bias, when he met C*p- 
tain Rolando at Madridy and the curium things 
V)Uib that rohherrecounied to.hitn. 

DON Bernard de Caftel Blaao, after hav. 
ing waited upon the corregidor to the 
ftrcet, returned with expedition, jo lock his 
ftrong box, and all his doors that fecured it. 
Then we went out both very well fatisfied; he 
for having acquired a powerful friend, and I 
for being now enfu ed m my fix rials a day-. 
■ Thedefire I h-,-1 to recount this advepulre to 
Melendez made me take the road to his 
houfe,-which when I had almoft reached, I 
perceived Captain Rolando'- I was confounded 
at finding him in this place, and could not 
help Ihivering at fight of him ! ■ He knew me at 
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once, accofted me very gravely, and preferv- 
ing ItiU his air of fupcriority, ordered me to 
follow him. I obeyed with fear and trem- 
bling, faying to myfelf, '* Alas, he will 
doubtlefs, make me pay what I owe him. 
"Whither will he lead me? perhaps to fome 
fubterranean abode in this city. A plague 
upon it ! if I thought fo, I would let him fee 
in a hurry, that I have not eoc the gout in my 
toes." As I walked' behind nim, I refoived to 
take particular notice of the place where he 
ihouki ftop, from which I pi:opofed to icamper 
off as faft as my legs would carry me, Ihould 
it feem the leaft lufpicious. 

But Rolando fojn banilhed my fear, by go- 
ing into a noted tavern, whither I followed 
him ; and where he called for the beft wine, 
and befpoke dinner-, in the mean time, we 
went into 3 room by ourfclves, where the 
Captain fpoke in this manner: " Thou miift , 
*' be furprifed, Gil Bias, to meet thy cAd 
** commander in tliis place j and wilt be more 
*' .,fo ftili when thou ibait hear what I am going 
"to relate: That day on which I k-fc thee 
^'- ki our fubterrani;an rctpeat, and let out for 
*' Manfilia with my whole compiriy, in orde* 
'■ to d'fpofe of the mules and hori'es wiiich 
*' we had taken the prececding day, it was our 
" fortune to meet the fop of thecorre^.dor of 
" Leon in his coach, accompanied by four 
" men on horfeback well armed. We made ' 
M sCJFo of them bite the duft, and the others 
"•bcEakethcnifelvestoflighti while the coacb" 
L 4 . . " nian 
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" man, afraid of his mafter^s life, cried, in a 
" fuppliant voice, O dear gentlemen ! jn the 
" naine of God, do not kill the only fon of 
*' the corregidor of l^on. My people did 
" not at all relent at thcfe words, which, on 
" the contrary, infpired them with fury: 
" Gentlemen (fmd one among us) let noc 
" the fon of our mortal enemy efcape : how 
" many people of our profeflion hath his fa- 
" ther put to death ! let us avenge them now, 
" and facrifice this viftim to their manes. 
** The reft of my men approved of thi» pro- 
*' pofal; and even my lieutenant prepanjd to 
" aift the high-priefl: in tliis ceremony, when 
" I held his hands, faying, Scop, at your pe- 
" ril ! Why ftiould we med blood unnecefla- 
" rily ? Let us be fatisfied with the purfe of 
" this young man, whom (fince he makes no 
" refiftance) it would be the utmc^ barbarity 
*' to kill: befides, he is not accountable for 
" the aftions of his father, who docs no more 
" than his duty in comdemning us to dcathj 
** juft as we do our's, in riAing travellers on 
" ihe high way. 

" My interceffion was far from being un- 
*' fcr/iceable to tlie corregidor's fon, from 
*' whom we took nothing but his money; and 
** having carried off the horfes of the two 
" men we had flain, we fold them, together 
" with our own, p.t Manfilla; then returning 
'* to our cavern, which we reached next day 
" before it was light, we were not a little 
** aftoniftied to find the trap-door lifted up : 
" aod 
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* and our' furprizc redoubled when we faw 

* Leoaarda fetKred in the kitchen. Being 

■' briefly informed by her of *what had hsp- . 
" pened, we wondered how thou couldft out- 
'* wit us, never having thought thee capable 

* of playing fuch^a clever trick, and we for- 

* gave thee on account. of the invention. 

* Having untied our cDok-maid, and given 

* wders to drefs viftuals for us, we went to ■ 

■ look, after our horfes in the ftable, where 
' the old n<¥;ro» who had received no fufte- 
' nance for four-and-twenty-hours, was at the 

* laft gafp. We would have given ■ him all 
' the affiftaihce in our power, but he had loft 
' his lenles, and was otherwife fo low, that 

■ notvfithftanding our good-will, we left the 
' poor devil in the clutches of death. This 
' did not deprive us of our appetite, which 
' having fatisfied with a fumptiioiis meal, we 
' retired to our feveral chambers, and fiept 
' the reft of the day; -wlien we got up, Leo- 
' narda let us know that Domingo was no 

* more, upon which we carried him to the 
' cellar, where thou mayeft remember thy 

' bed was, and there performed his funer.il , 
' obfcquies, as if he had enjoyed the honour 

* of being our companion. 

" Five or fix days after it happened that, 

* intending to m^e an cxcurfion, we one 
' morning, on thf fltirts o£ the wood, fell in 

* with three troops belonging to the holy 
' brotherhood, who feemed waiting in order 

* £0 attack us. As we perceived only one of 

L 5 ** the 
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*' the three at firft, we defpifcd it, thoti^ mQre 

*' numerom than oar company, and attacked - 

" it according^r-, but while we were engaged 

'* with tkis, the other two, which had found 

" means hidierto to keep thcmfclves conceal- 

" cd, rufhed upon us fo fuddenly, .that our _ 

" valour was of little or no fervicCf and wc 

** were under' a neceffity of yielding to the 

■ *' numbers of the foe. Onr lieutenant and 

** two of our men fell on the field, while the 

** two that remained a'd I w^re fo hemmed 

" in and overpowered that wc were taken pri- 

*' foners; and while two of their troops con- 

*' du£ted us to L-eon, the third went and de- ^ 

" ftroyed our retreat, which had been difco- 

" vered as follows*, a peafant of Luceno crof- 

". fing the forcft in his return home, perc:ived 

*' by accident the trap-door of our caverrt 

,'* lifted up, that very day on which thou 

** madeft thy efcape 'with the lady; and fnC- 

" peiting that it was the place of our abode, 

*'■ had not courage to go in, but contented 

" hirnfelf *ith taking a good obfervation of 

•'' the place, which the better to mark, he: 

*', cut off, with his knife, thin flices of bark 

*' from the trees at fmall diftances as he went 

** along, until he had got quite out of the 

** wood; then, repairing to Leon, hnparted . 

'* his difcovery to the corregidor, who receiv- 

" ing it with fo much the more joy, as his fon 

" had been robbed by our company, affem- 

"' bled three troops in order to appreiiend us, 

*' and the peafant was. their guide, 

- ' ."¥r 
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** My arrivaifurniflicdafhowforall thein- 
** habitants of Leon : had I been a Portuguefe 
'* general made prifoner of war, the people 
•* could not have been more eager to lee mc. 

• Behold ffaid they) behold the famous captain 

• whowas theterrorofthiscountry: and who 

• with his two comrades, dcfervc to have his 

• flelh torn from his bones with red-hot p'm- 

• cers.'- — " Being carried before the corridor, 
** he began to infulj: me, faying, ' Well, mife- , 

• rable wretch ! heaven, wearied with the dif- 

• orders of thy life, at lafl: refignfl thee to my 

• juftice.* — " Sir (replied I) if my crimes are 
** maflifold, at leaft, I cannot reproach my- 
** feif with the death of your only fdn, whofe 
*• life I preferved, for which you owe me fome 
" acknowledgement.*— 'Ah,mifcreant! (cried 

• he) people of thy char^fter are not intitled 
' to the priviliges of honour: and even if I 
' had a mind to fave thy life, the duty of my 

- * office would not allowme.' — "Havingfpokc 
*f to me in this manner, he ordered us to be 
*' imprifoned in a dungeon, where he did not 
** let my companions linger long; for they 
« went out, in three days, to aft their laft tra- 
•' gicalfcenein the market-place. As for me, 
*' I remained three whole weeks in jail, ima- 
*' gining that my puniftiment was deferred in 
*' order to make it more terrible; and was in 
*' expeftationof a death altogether ncw; when, 
*' the corregidor, ordering me to be brought into 
^ his prefenee, faid, ' XJften to thy fcntence. — 
X. 6 ' -* Thou 
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' Thou art free. Had it not been for thee, 

* my only fon would have been murthered on 

* the highway. As a father I was willing to 

* acknowledge this piece of fervice, but not 
' having it in my power to acquit thee as a 
*" judge, I have written to court in thy behalf, 

* follicited thy pardon, and obtained it. Thou 

* mayeft go then whither thou' flialt pleafe: 
' but (added he) take my advice, refleft fe- 
' rioufly on thy ill fpent life, and from hence- 
' forth quit the proleiBon of robbery,' 

" I wasdeeplyaffedtedwiththefe words, and 
*• took the road to Madrid, refolving to turn 
*' over anew leaf, and live honeftly in that city. 
*' I found my parents were dead, and their ef- 
*' fefts in the hands of an old relation, who 
" gave me fuch a faithful account of them, as 
" guardians commonly do; all that I have been 
'* able totouchbeingnomorcthan three thou- 
" .fand ducats, which, in all probability, is not 
^.^ above one fourth of what is my due. - But 
*' what courfe could I take ? I fhould gain no- 
" thing by going to lawj therefore, to avoid 
" idlenefs, I have purchafed the place of an 
*' alguazil. My brethren, out of decency, 
*' would have oppoled my admiflion, had ■ 
'■ tliey been acquainted with ny ftory, which 
*■ luckily they were ignorant of, or pretended 
•' to be io, which is the fame thing i for in that 
*' honourable corps it is the bufin&fs of every in- 
*' dividual to conceal his own exploits: thank 
** heaven! 
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' heaven! not one of us can juftly reproach 
' his fellow; fo that it may be faid of the 
' fraternity, the devil may take the bcft. 
' NevertHelefs, my friend (added Rolando) 
' I will now difclofe the bottom of my foul : 
' the profeflion which I have embraced is 
' not at all to my liking; it requires a beha- 
' Viour too delicate and myfterious for me j 
' and whatever tricks we praitife muft be 
' very crafty and i'ecret. O how I regret my 

* old profeflion ! I grant, there is more fafety 

* in this new employment; but there was 
' more pleafure in the other, arid liberty is 

* my delight. In all likelihood I fliali get 
' rid of my office, and fet out one morning 

* for the mountains at the fource of the river 
' Tagus, where I linow there is a retreat in. 

* habited by a numerous company, chiefly 

* of Catlonians (that is making their eulo- 
■' gium in one word;) if thou wilt accompany 

* me, we will go and increafe the number of 
■' thefe great men : I (hall be fecond captain 
■' in their company, and will, for thy bi.tter 
' reception, affure them that I have feen thee 
■' ten times engaged by my fide; I will extol 
'* thy valour to the (kies, and fay more in thy 
" praife than a general fays of an officer 
'* whom he wants to promote. I will take 
" care not to mention a word of the trick 
'* thou haft played, becaufe it would make 
" them fufpicioiis of thee : the adventure fhall 
;' therefore be concealed. WcU (added he) 
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•* art thou ready to follow my fortune ? I 

** wait for thy reply." 

** So many men, fo iiuny minds (faid I to 

" Rolando) you are born for hardy deeds, and 

•» I for a quiet and eafy life." — '* Oh ! I un* 

** derftand you (cried he, interrupting me) 

*• the lady whom love perfuaded you to refcuc 

** ftill keeps poffeflion of your heart, aiwJ 

•* doubtlels you lead a happy life with her in 

** Madrid: confefs, Mr, Gil Bias, that you 

** have taken lodgings for her, and fpend to- 

*' gcther the piftoles which you carried off 

*• from the fubterranean retreat." I told him 

that he was miftaken, and that. In order to 

undeceive him, I would, while we Should be 

at dinner, relate the ftdry of the lady : this 

I did accordingly, and informed him of all 

that had happened to me iince I quitted the 

company. Towards the end of our repaft, he 

refumed the fubjeft of the Catalonians, owned 

that he was determined to join them, and 

made a new attempt to engage mc in the 

fame refolution: But finding that I was not 

to be perl'uaded, he darted a fierce look at 

me, faying in a very ferious tone, " Since thou 

** haft fuch a groveling foul as to prefer thy 

*' fcrvile condition to the honour of aflbciat- 

*' ing with men of courage, I abandon thee 

" to the bafenefs of thy inclination: butliften 

*' to the v-ords I am about to pronounce, 

*' and let them remain engraven oni '.hy mc- 

*' mory: forget that thou naft met me to-day, 

^ and never talk of me from henceforth : for 
. . - ^ j^ 
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•' it ever I ftiall hear that thou fo much as 
*' nameft me in converfatiorv — thou knoweft 
•* mc — I will fay no more." Having thus cx- 
prefled himfelf, he called to pay, (Sfchargcd 
the bill, and we got up in order to part. 

CHAP. III. 

He is difmijfed by Dm Bernard de Cafiel Bkza 
and enters into thefervice of a beau. 

AS we went out of the tavern, and werr 
taking leave of one another, my mafter 
happening to pafs*, faw me, and I perceived^ 
looked hard at the captain, which made me 
believe that he was furprifed to find me ac- 
quainted with fuch a figure. Certain it is, 
riiat the appearance of Rolando coidd not pre- 
poflefs people in his favour: for he was a very 
tall fellow, with a long vifage and hook nofej 
and though not ugly, had very much the air 
of a rank (harper. 

I was not deceived in my conjeftures; for 
in the evening, I found Don Bernard -ftill 
harping on the captain's figure, and extremely 
well difpofcd to believe all the fine things I 
could have faid of him, had not my mouth 
been Ihut. " Gil Bias (faid he) whoisthaC 
" tall fponsier in whofe company I faw thee 
** today?" I replied, " he is an alguazilj" 
and thought he would reft fatisfied with thai; 
anfwer: but he afked a great many other quef- 
tions ; and as I appeared embarrailcd, becaufc I 
remembered the threat of Rolando, ht brbke bff* 
.the 
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the converfation abrupdy, and went to bed. 
Next morning when I had done my duty as 
ufual, inftead of fix rials, he gave me as many 
ducats^ faying. Hold, my friend, here is 
*' what I give thee for having ferved me hi- 
*i thcrtor go, and feck for another place, for 
" I cannot put up with a fervant who has fuch 
" honourable acquaintances." I cook it in my 
head to pretend, in my own juftification, that 
my acquaintance with the alguazil was occa- 
iioned by my having prefcribed for him while 

I pradif-d phyiick at Valladolid. i' Very well, 
*' (replied my mafter) that is an ingenious eva- 
*' lion : but thou Ihoutdft 'have thought of it 
*' laft night, and not have been fo much dif- 
" concerted," — " Sir (added I) I thought it 
** would be imprudent in me to tell it : and 
** that was the caufe of my confufion." — ** O ! 
** furely (replied he clapping my Ihoulders 
" gently) you have been very prudent j I did 
" not think, thou hadft been fo cunning. Go, 
'* child, I have riO further occafion for thee." 

1 went inftantly to inform Meleniez of this 
piece of bad news, who told me for my con- 
folation, that he intended to introduce me into 
a better family : and accordingly a few days 
after, ** Gil Bias, my friend (laid he) you 
*' don't know what <?ood news I have to ttU 
"** you; you arc going to enjoy tfie moft 
" i^reeable poft you could defire-, for I will 
*' fettle you with Don Matthias de Silva, a man 
** of the firft quality, and one of thofe young 

II lords who go under the denomination of 

^ beaus: 
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•■ beaus : he docs me the honour to buy cloth 
** of me, on truft, indeed ; but there is no- 
** thing to be loft by people of his rank ; for 
** they commonly marry rich heirefles, who 
** pay their debts : and even if that Jhould 
-*' not happen, a tradefman who underftands 
*' his bufinefs, fells always fo dear that he can 
*' afford to lofe three fourths of his bargain. 
'* The fteward of Don Matthias is my parti- 
" cular- friend. Let us go to him now; be 
** will himfelf prefent you to his matter j and 
** you may depend upon it, he will, for my 
■" fake, treat you with uncommon regard.* 

In our way to the houfe of Don Matthias, 
the merchant faid, " It will not be amifs, I 
*' believe, to give you fome information of 
*' the charafter of this fteward, whole name 
•' is Gr^rio Rodriguez. Between you and 
*' me, he is a man of no family, who, finding 
" himfelf born for bufinefs, followed the bent 
" of his genius, and enriched himlelf with 
" the pillage of two families'whith he ferved 
"jn quality of fteward. I affure you he has 
" a great deal of vanity, and loves to fee the 
" reft of the fervants cringe to him. They 
•^ mutt addrefs themfelv^ firft to him, when 
" they have the leaft favour to a(k of their 
" malter, for (hould it happen that they ob- 
*' tain it without his intereft, he has always 
*' expedients in readincfs by which it will 
*' either be revoked or rendered itieffedtual. 
" Remember this, Gil Bias, is the regulation 
" of your condt«5t; pay your court to Signer 
" Rodriguez, 
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*' Rodriguez, preferable to your mafter Him- 
'* felf, and do all that lies in your power to 
" pleafehim: his friendftiip will beuead you 
*' much; he will pay your wages punSuallyj 
*' and if you are dexterous enough to acquire 
" hia confidence, he may give you fome prei- 
** ty bone to pick, ouc'of the number he has 
** in his poflcQion. Don Matthias is a young 
** lord who minds nothing but his pleafure, 
" and would not for the world inform him- 
•* fclf of the ftate of his own affairs, "What 
*' a glorious family is that for a fteward," 

Arriving at ri»e houfe, we defired to fpeak 
■with Signor Rodriguez, who, we were told, 
was in his own ap^tment ; there we found 
him with a kind of farmer, who had a blue 
canvas' bag of money in his hand. The 
fteward who looked more pale and ydlow 
than a girl oppreffcd with her maidenhead, 
came towards Melendez with open arms ; he, 
on the Other hand, met him in the fame toao'- 
ner, and thi-y embraced one another with de- 
monllrations of friendfhtp, in which there 
was, at Itaft, as much art as nature. Then 
my affair coming on the carpet, Rodrigues 
examined me from head to foot, and told me 
in a very polite manner, that I was juft fuch 
an one as Don Matthias wanted, and chat he 
would with pleafure prefcnt me to that lord. 
Upon whicn, Melcndcz letting him know 
how much he was interefted in my behalf, and 
begging that he would iBydur me with his 
protcfhon, committed me' to his care, and, 
" ; after 
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after abundance of compliments, withdrew. 
He was no fooner gone than Rodriguez laid to 
me, *' Iwill conduct you to my mailer as fooB 
" as I can difpatch this honeft countryman." 
Then going to the peafant, and taking hold 
of the bag, *' Takgo(faidhei) Ictus fee if 
'* there bejufl: 500 piftoks here." Having 
counted the money and found it right, he gave 
the farmer a difcharge for the fum, and fent 
him about his bufinefs I and putting; thepif- 
totes into the bag again, addrefled himfelf to 
me, faying, " This is the right time for us 
" to go to the levee of my mafter, who com- 
'^ mpnly rifes about noon. Jt is mstr the hour, 
" and I fuppofe he is i^." 

This was thecalc;^ we found Don Matthias - 
in his morning-gown, lolling in an eafy chair, 
over an arm of which he had tilted one of hit 
legs, and polled hittilelf by leaning with his 
body the other way, and rafping tobacco, 
while he talked to a footman, who for the pre- 
fent did the duty of his valet de chambrc. My 
lord (fald the (teward to him) here is a young 
man whom I take the liberty to prefent as one 
fit to fill the place of the valet whom you dif- 
miffed two days ago : Melendez your draper 
reccommends him, afluring me that he is a lad 
of merit, and I hope your lordfhip will be very 
well fatisfied with his behaviour. ** Enough, 
f* (anfwered the young lord) fince you intro- 
*• ducehimtome,'! receivet^mintomyfervice - 
»* with implidt faith, and make him my valet 
•* de chambre. So, that affair is fettled: but 
« Rodrt- 
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" Rodriguez (added he) let us talk of fome- 
*' thing elfe: you are come very of^ortunely; 
" for I was juft gcring to fend for you." I have 
« bad news to tell you, my dear Rodriguez ! 
•' You muft know I had ill luck at play 1aft 
*' night. Together with an hundred piftoles 
*' which I had about me, I have loft two hun- 
** dred more on my parole; and you know of 
*' what importance itisfor people of quality to 
*' difcharge that fort of debts j it is indeed the 
" only kind which we are obliged in point of 
*' honour to pay ; and we do not give ourfelves 
*' much concern about the reft ; you mult 
•' therefore find two hundred piftoles immedi- 
** ately, and fend them to the countcfs of Pe- 
** drofa," — *' Sir (faid the fteward) it is fooner 
•* faid than done. Where (hall I get that fum 
** to pleafe you ? I have not been able to fin- 
- *• ger one farthing of your- tenants, let me 
'* threaten as hard as I can ; and yet I am 
*' obliged to maintain your family in an ho- 
*' nourable way, though I fweat blood and wa- 
*' ter in procuring wherewithal! to defray the 
'* expcnce. True, indeed, I have hitherto, 
*' thank heaven! miide fliift; but I am now 
*' reduced to fuch extremity that I know not 
" "what faint in heaven to invoke." — " All 
" thefe harangues are ufelefs (cried Don Mat- 
*' thias interrupting him) and you worry me 
*• with your refleftions. Don't you imagine, 
*' Rodriguez, that I will change my difpofi- 
*' tion, and divert myfelf with looking into my 
*' own affairs. An agreeable amufement, truly, 
*' foe 
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** for a man of pleafure like me !" — " Have a 
" little patience |_replied the ftcward) at the 
*' - rate you go on, I forefee that you will be rid 
" of that care in a very Ihort time." — " You 
" fatigue me (faidthe younglordin apaflion) 
** you murder me. — Give me leave to ruin my- 
" felf imperceptibly; I tell you I want two 
** hundred pilloles: and I muft have them." 
" I'll go then (fa:d Kodriguez) and have re- 
" courie to the little old man who has already 
" lent you money at high incerelt." — " You 
'" may if you pleafe have recourfe to the devil; 
" (anfwered Don Matthias) provided I have 
" the two hundred piftoles, I fliall give my- 
" ielf nofurther trouble about the matter." 

Juft as he had pronounced thefe words in 
a hafty and difcontented manner, the fteward 
went away, and a young man of quality, called 
Don Antonio Centclles, came in. " What is 
" the matter? {faid this laft to my mafVer) 
" thou art cloudy, my friend : I perceive in- 
*' dignation in thy countenance. What can 
" have put you into this bad humour ? I'll 
** lay a wager, it was the man whom I met 
*' going out."—** Yes (replied Don Matthias) 
** It was my Iteward : every time he comes 
*' to Jpeak with mc, I fuifer for one quarter 
** of an hour, by his talking about my affairs, 
** and faying that I have 'quite exhaufted my 
*' finances. Impertinent beaft! he cannot fay 
" that he lofes by me, I am fure."— '• Why, 
" child (faid Don Antonio) I am in the fame 
*' condition ; having a fadtor not a -whit more 
** reafon- 
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** rcafonable than thf fteward : When the 
** r(%ue, in obedience to my repeated orders, 
•* brings money for mc, one would think he 
•* gave it out of his own pocket. He over- 
** whelms me with reflections. ' Sir. (fays 
* he) you are undone, your rents arefeizcd.'— 
•* Upon which I am obliged to cut him fhort» 
** in order to put an end to his ridiculous dif- 
*' courie."' — *'Themisfortuncis(faid DonMat- 
*• thias) we cannot Jive without thefe people, 
•' who are neceflary evils." — *' They are fo, 
'• (replied Centelles) but harkec (added he 
*' laughing with all his might) there is a comi- 
■ *' cal thought come into my head : a nioft in- 
*' comparable conception ! by which we may 
'* convert thofe ffcnes which we have witJi 
" them into mirth j and divert ourfelves with 
" that which now gives us fomuch uneafinefs. 
'* Let me demand of thy fteward all the mo- 
*• ney thou Ihalt have occafion for-, while 
** thou doft the fame by my manager ; then 
** they may moralize as they pleafe, we can 
*• hear them with great compofure; becaufe 
** thy fteward will (how mc thy accounts, and 
** my faftor will entertain thee with mine. I 
•J ftiall hear of nothing but thy profulion, and 
** thou wilt fee nothing but mine. This will 
"*' be admirable fport." 

A thoufand bright ftrokes fucceeded this 
fally, and mightily diverted the young lords, 
who converfea together with a great deal of 
vivacity, until their difcouric was interrupted 
by Gre^rio Rodriguez, who returned with a 
little 
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little old man, almoft quite bald. Don An- 
tonio would have gone away, laying, " Adieu, 
" Don Matthias, I (hall fee you by and by; 
" at prefent, you have, doubtlefs, feme ferious 
" afmr to difculs with thefe gentlemen.'! — *'0! 
*' not at all (replied my mailer) ftay, it is no 
** fecret. That difcreet old perfon whom you 
*' fee IS an honefl: man, who lends me money 
" at the rate of twenty per cent." — " How ! 
" twenty per cent. (criedCMitelles, with an ~ 
*' air of aftonifhment) Egad, I congratulate 
" thee upon being infuchgood hands! I am 
" not fo kindly dealt with, and may fay that 
*' I purchafe filver at the price of gold; I 
" commonly borrow at the rate of forty in the 

" hundred." " Heavens ! what extortion 

". (exclaimed the old ufurer) do thefe knaves 
** ever think of another world ? I am nqt at 
** all furprifcd at the hue and cry raifed againfi* 
" people who lend upon intereft ; it is the 
•' exorbitantprofit which fomeexaft that ruins 
" our honour and reputation. If all my bre- 
" thren we like me, we ftiould not be fo 
* much reviled: for myfole view in lending 
** is' to befriend -my fellow creatures. Ah! 
*' if times were as they have been, I would 
" offer you my purfe without intereft: and 
*' truly, in Ipite of the prefent fcarcity I can 
*' hardly prevail upon myfelf to take twenty 
'* per cent. But fcH- my part, I believe mo^ 
»' ney has retired again within the bowels of 
** the earth: there is uo fuch thing to be hadj 
** for 
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" for which reafon I am obliged to retrench 

*' my benevolaice." 

*' How much do you want ?'* added he, ad- 
drelling himfelf to my mafter. " I muft have 
** two hundred piftoles," replied Don Mat- 
" thias. " Here are four hundred in a bag 
(faid the ufurer) you ihall have one half." So 
faying, he pulled from under his cloak a blue 
bag, which feemed to be the very. fame which 
the peafant Talego had left with the five hun- 
dred piftoles in the hands of Rodriguez. I 
foon knew what to think of the matter, and 
found that Matthias had not praifed the ftew- 
ard's underftandins without caufe. The old 
man having emptied the bag on the table, 
b^an to count the money; my mafter was 
inflamed with defire of pofleflion at the fighti 
and ftruck with the totality of the fum, faid 
to the ufurer, *' Signor Defcomulgado, I 
** have made a very wife reflection, truly! 
*• What a fool I am ! to borrow no more than 
** what is abfolulely neceflkry to dilengage 
*' my parole, without confidering that I nave 
** norapemiyinmypurfe. I ftiall be obliged 
•* to have recourfe to you to-morrow ; thcre- 
*• fore, to fpare you the trouble of coming 
" back, I think it will not be amifs to pocket 
" the whole tour hundred.'* — ** My lord, 
*• (faid the ulurer) a part of this money was 
•* defigned for a good licentiate, who has fome 
" fat benefices, which he charitably employs in 
" perfuading young girls to retire -from the 
*^ world, andm furnilhing their retreats. But 
V " fince 
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. *■ fince you have occalion for the whole fum, 
" it is at your fervice: all that I defire is fuf- 
" ficient fecurity." — *' Oh! as for frcurity, 
" (faid Rodriguez interrupting him, and tak- 
" ing a paperout of his pocket) you ftiall be 
** fatisfied j here is an order to be figned by 
*' Don Matthias, for five hundred piftoles, 
■<* upon one of his tenants, called Talego, a 
*' rich farmer of Mondejan." — " Very well 
•* (replied the ufurer) I never make many 
** words." Upon which- the 'fteward pre- 
fented a pen to his matter, whp,* without read- 
ing the order, {et his name to the bottom, 
whiftling all the while. 

I'his aifair being ended, the old inan took 
"his leave of my patron, who ran and embraced 
him, faying, " Till our next meeting, Si- 
** gnor ufurer, I am wholly your's :. I don't 
*' know why people of your profeflion are 
** branded with the name of rogues :. for my 
** own part, I think you are very neceffary 
** and terviceable to fociety : you are thecon- 
•* Iblation of a thoufand heirs, and t;he re- 
" fource of all thofe lords whofe expence ex- 
** ceeda their income." — ** Thou art in the 
** right (cried Centelles) ufurers are very ho- 
** neft people, whom we never can honour 
** enough : I will, in my turn, embrace this 
*' gentleman, on account of his twenty per 
** cent." With thefe words, he approached 
and hugged the old man ; and thefe two beaus, 
for their divcrfion, began to pufii him back- 
ward and forward one to another, like a ball 
Yoi.. I. M between 
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between two tennis-players." After he had 
been tofTed to and fro a good while,- they let 
him go with the fteward, wno was more defcrv- 
ing than he of their embraces, and of fomc- 
thing elle alfo. 

Rodrigijez and his underllrappcr being 
gone, Don Matthias lent the half of his pi- 
floles to the Countefs of Pedrofa, by the foot- 
man who was prefent, and fecured the reft in 
a long, embroidered, filk purfe, which He 
commonly wore in his pocket. Very well fa- 
tisfied in feeiilg himfelf in cafli, he faid to 
Don Antonio, with a gay air, " What Ihall 
" we do to-day ? Let us confult about it." 
" You fpealt like a fcnfible man (replied Cen- 
" telles) with all my heart, let us deliberate." 
"While they were confidering how to fpend the 
day, two other lords arrived : thefe were Don 
Alexo Scgiar and Don Fernando de Gamboa, 
both of them about the age of my mafter, 
that is, between eight and twenty and thirty. 
Thefe four cavaliers, at meeting, hugged one 
another fo heartily, that one would have 
thought they had not met for ten years beforej 
then Don Fernando, who was ajovial compa- 
nion, addreffing hinrifelf to Don Matthias and 
Don Antonio, faid, '■ Gentlemen, where do 
" you intend :o dine to-day? If you are not 
" engaged, I'll conduft you to a tavern where 
*' you Ihall drnk ncdiar. I fuppcd there laft 
*' night, and left it only this morning, bc- 
" tween five and fix o'clock,"—" Would to 
** heaven (cried my mafter) that I -had done 
,'* the 
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" the fame : in which cafe, I fhould not have 
*' loft my money." 

** As for me (faid Centelles) I treated my- 
*' felf laft night with anew diverfion; for I 
*' love variety in my pleafures, which alone 
*' makes life agreeable. A friend of mine- 
" carried me to the houfeof a. farmer of the 
*' revenue, a gentleman who does his own 
bufinefs together with that -of the ftate. 
" There I law magnificence and tafte, the en- 
*' tertainment being elegant enougli. But I 
*' was mightily diverted wtth the ridiculous 
" behaviour or the tax-gatherer himfelf, who, 
*' though the moft plebeian of his clafs, al- 
*' fumed the man of quality: and his wife, 
" though horribly ugly, affedted the airs of 
*• a beauty, and faid a thoufand filly things, 
" feafoned with the Bifcayan accent, which 
" rendered them ftill more remarkably foolifh. . 
" Befides there were at table, four or five chil- 
'* dren, with their tutor; fo that you may 
'* eafily conceive how I was diverted with this 
*' family fupper." 

*' And I, gentlemen (faid Don Alexo Se- 
*• giar) fupped at the houfc of Arfenia the 
" aftrefs. Wewerefix in alls Arfeitia, Flo- 
** rimonda, with a coquette of her acquaint- 
'* ance, the iMarquis of Zeneca, Don Juan of 
" Moncada, and your humble fervant. We 
*' fpent the night in drinking and fpeaking 
" bawdy. Heavens ! what plcafure ! 'Tis true, 
** indeed, Arfenia and Florimonda have not 
" much genius, but their wantonnefs fupjilies 
Ma - « the 
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*' the place of wit. ' They are merry, briJk, 
*' romping creatures, and I love them a thou- 
** fand tiroes better thanyour precife womea 
V of fenfe." 

CHAP. IV. 

How Gil Bias became acqaainted with the vaktsof 
the beam — The admirable fecret they imparted 
te him ef acquiring the reputation of a man 
ef wit, at a fmall expence; and the Jm^ukr 
eatb which they oblige him to take. 

IN this manner did thefe lords continue the 
converfation, until Don Matthias, whom, 
in the mean time, I helped to drefs, was ready 
to go abroad. Then he bad me follow him, 
and all the beaus together fet out for the ta- 
vern, to which Don Fernando de Gamboa had 
propofed to conduiSt them. As I walked in the 
rear, in company with three other valets (for 
each of the cavaliers had one) I obferved, not 
without wonder, that thefe three domeftics co- 
pied the air and manner of their refpeftive ma- 
fters. Having faluted them as their new com- 
rade, they returned the civility, and one among 
them, after having obferved me fome minutes, 
faid, " Brother, i perceive that you have ne- 
•* ver as yet ferved a young lord." — " No, 
*' indeed (anfwcred I) it is not long (ihcc I 
'* came to Madrid." — ** So I fuppofed (rcpli- 
*' ed he) you fmellftrong of the country: you 
** feem timorous and aukward, and there is a 
** ftiffnefs in your behaviour : but, no matter, 
** we 
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** we will foon polifh you, take my word." 
** I am afraid you flatter me (faidi to him.)" 
** Not at all (he replied) if you was the great- 
*' eft blockhead in the univerfe, we ftiall be 
*' able to make you pafs, you may depend 
'* upon it." 

This- was enough to make me underftand 
that my confederates were brave lads, and that 
I could not be in better hands, in order to be- 
come a pretty fellow. When we arrived at 
the tavern, we found an entertainment ready, 
which Signer Don Fernando had the precau- 
tion to bclpeak in the morning-, our matters 
fat down to table, and we ftootf ready to ferve 
them: then they began to talk with fuch gM- 
ety, that I was delighted to hear them. I was 
very jnuch diverted with their different cha- 
rafters, thoughts, and expreflions: their fire! 
their fallies of imagination, made me believe 
them a new fpccies of men ! When the deflert 
was upon-rhe table, we brought in a great 
number of bottles of the beft Spanifti wine; 
and left them, to go and dine by ourfelves, in 
a little hall where the cloth was laid on pur- 
pofe. 

I foon perceived that the knights my com- 
panions, had more merit than I at firft ima- 
gined : they not only aflumed the manners of 
their mafters, but even affefted their very lan- 
guage; and theferafcalsfucceededfo well, that 
(the quality are accepted) there was no diffe- 
rence: I admired their free and eafy deport- 
ment; was charmed with their wit, and de- 
M 3 fpiurcd 
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fpaired of ever being fo agreeable. The va- 
let of Don Fernando (becaule his mafter treated 
cur's) performed the honours of the banquet; 
and that nothing might be wanting, called the 
landiojd, faying, " Mafter Andrew Mantua- 
" no, give us ten bottles of your very bell 
*' wine, and, according to cultom, add them 
** to my mailer's bill." — " With all my heart 
" (replied the landlord) but, Mr. Gafpard,yoH 
•*' know that Signer Don Fernando owes me a 
*' gbbdmanyentertainmentsalready: andifby 
■' your means I could touch a little money." 
*• —Oh! (faid the valet, interrupting him) 
** give yoiirielf no trouble about what he owes 
*' you : I'll anfwcr for it : my mailer's debts 
*' are as good as gold : 'tis true indeed, fome 
** unmannerly creditors have feized our rents*, 
" but we fhall obtain a replevy very foon ■, 
*' and then we fhall difcharge our bill with- 
*' out fo much as examining the articles." 
Mantuano brought the wine, notwithftanding 
the rents being leized : and we drank it in ex- 
peiflation of the replevy. It was a good jeft 
to fee us, every moment, toafting one another, 
under the furnames of our mailers: Don An- 
tonio's valet giving the name of Gamboa to 
Don Fernando's fervant, and Don Fernando's 
footman honouring Don Antonio's valet with 
that of Centelles: they called me Silva, a/id 
by degrees, we got as drunk under thofe bor- 
rov/ed names as our mafters to whom they 
properly belonged. ■ 

Though 
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Though I did not fhine fo much as my 
companions, they did ftot fail to exprefs their 
approbation of me. " Silva (faid one of the 
" archeft among them) \vc fhall make fome- 
*' thing of thee, my friend: I perceive thou 
" haft a fund of genius, but docs not know 
" how to ufe it to advantage. Tiie fear of 
" fpeaking nonfenfe hinders thee from talking 
" at a venture i and yet, by this alone, a 
*' thoufand people now-a-days acquire the re- 
" putation of wits. If thou haft a mind to 
*' fhine, give the rein to thy vivacity, and 
** indifferently nik every thing that comes 
" uppermoft. — Thy blunders will pals for a 
*' noble boldncfs : and if, after having uttered 
" a thoufand impertinences, one witticifm ef- 
** capes thee, the filly things will be forgot, 
** the lucky thought will be remembered, and 
** the world will conceive an high opinion of 
" thy merit. This is what our mafters prac- 
*' tife with fuch fuccefs; and what every man 
*' muft do, who afpires to the reputation of a 
*' diftjnguiftied wit." 

Befides that 1 was but too fond of pafiing , 
for a fine genius, the fecret which he had dif- 
clofed to me feemed fo eafy, that I was re- 
folvednotto negledt it. I put it inftancly to 
the proof, and the wine I had drank contri- 
buted to its fuccefs 1 that is, I ipoke at ran-' '- 
dom, and had the good fortune to throw out, 
amonci; a great deal of nonfence, fome fiafhcs 
of wic, by which T acquired great applaufe. 
This couj> d'ejfai filled me with confidence : I 
• M4 coliefted 
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collected all my vivacity to produce {omtf 
bright fally, and cliance befriended me in the 
attempt. 

" Well (faid he who Tpoke to me in the 
" ftreet) don't you begin to get rid of your 
*' ruft ? Thou haft not been two hours in our 
*' company, and art already quite another 
*' man. Thou wilt improve vifibly every day. 
*' See what it is to ferve people of quality : 
" it elevates the mind; while the being valet 
** to citizens has a quite contrary effect."— 
** Doubtlefs (anfwered I) and therefore I will 
*' henceforth confecrate my fervice to the no- 
" bilitjfc" — " That's nobly faid (cried Don 
*' Fernando's valet, half-feas over) it docs not 
f* belong to your citizens to poflefs fuch fupe- 
" rior geniufes as we are. Come therefore, 
- " gentlemen (added he) let us take an oath 
" never to ferve fuch rapfcaJlions, and fwear- 
*' to ic by the river Styx." We laughed 
heartily at Gafpard's conceit, which we ap- 
proved of very much, and took the burlefque 
oath with our-glafles in our hands. 

Thus we continued at table until our matters 
were pleafed to retire, which was about mid- 
night; a circumftance which my companions 
looked upon as an excefs of fobriety. 'Tis true, 
indeed, thele young lords left the tavern in 
fuch good time, only with a view to vifit a fa- 
mous coquette, who lived at the court-end of 
the town, and kept open houfe for young men 
of pleafure by night as well as by day. ' She 
was between thirty and forty years old, ftiU 
extranely 
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extremely handfome, agreeable, and fo con- 
fummate yj the art of pTeafing, that (it was 
faid) fhe fold the remains pf ^er beauty at a 
higher price than that which fhe had received 
for its firft'fruits. There were always in her 
houle two or three other courtezans of the firft 
rank, who contributed not a little to the great 
concourfe of lords who frequented it. They 
went to play in the afternoon, then fupped, 
and fpent the night in drinking and mating 
merry. Here our mailers ftaid till morning, 
and we alfo, without feeling the time lie heavy 
on our hands ; for while they diverted them- . 
felves with the miftrefles, we amufed ourfelves 
with the maids, and at laft departed all toge- 
ther at break of day, every one going to" bed 
at his own home. 

My mafter, getting up as ufual about noon, 
drefied himfelf, and went om. I followed hitn 
to the houfeof Don Antonio Centelles, where 
we found one Don Alvaro de Acunha, an old 
gentleman, arid profeffed rake. All the young 
^arks, who had an ambition to become fine 

fsntlemen, put themfelves under his tuition; 
y which they were formed for pleafure, taught 
to make a figure in the world, and to fpend 
their fortunes with a good grace, he himfelf 
being under no apprehenfion of fquandering 
away his own, which was gone long ago. 
The three cavaliers having faluted one ano- 
other, Centelles faid to my mafter, •* Faith, 
" Don Matthias, thou couldft not- come at 
i* a better time i Don Alvaro is going to carry 
M 5 1' me 
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*' me tothe houfe of a citizen, wlio has in- 
*■ vited the Marquis of Zeneta and Don Juan 
" de Mcncada to dinner, and thou flialt be 
" of the party." — " What is the name of this 
*' citizen?" (faid Den Matthias) — " He is 
" called Gregorio de Noriega (replied Don 
*' Ai.varo) and I will, in two words, give 
" you a charader of the man. His farther, 
" who is a rich jeweller, having gone abroad 
*' to negociate his aiFairs, left him the enjoy- 
" ment of a large income ; but Gregorio is a 
*' fool, who has a dilpofuion prone to Ipend 
" his eftate, in doing which he affefts the 
" beau, and would fain pafs for a man of fpi- 
** rit, in fpite of nature. As he begged mc 
' " totake him under my direftion, I govern 
" him at prefent : and I can alTure you, g,cn- 
*' tlemen, he is in a fair way ; his finances be- 
" ing already pretty well funk." — " I don't 
*' at all doubt it (cried Centelles :) I fce-him 
*' already at the work-houfe. Come,- Don 
*' Matthias, let us make an acquaintance with 
«' him, that we may have fome ftiare in his 
*' I'uin." — " With all my heart (replied my 
*' mafter) I love dearly to fee the fortune of 
*' thcfe little upftart gentlemen overturned,. 
*' becaufe they vainly pretend to rival us in 
*' fplendor. Nothing, for example, ever gave 
" me fo much diverfion as the misfortune of 
" that publican's fort, who was, by his incli- 
** nation for play, and his vanity in aping the 
" great, obliged to fell all. to his very houfe.'* 
5* Oh ! as for him (faid Don Antonio) he de- 
i'fervcs 
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** fervesnocompaflionj for he is as great a 
" coxcomb in his adverfity as he- was in high 
*• life," 

Centelies and my mafter repairing with Don 
Alvaro to the houfe of Gregorio de Noriega, 
Mogicon and I went thither alfo, both of us 
raviflied to find a i'eaft going forward, and to 
have an opportimicy of contributing, on our 
parts, to the ruin of a citizen. As we went 
in, we perceived leveral people bufy in drcf- 
fing the dinner; and. the ragouts they were 
preparing fent forth a favory Iteam, that very 
much prepolTcfled the fmell in favour of the 
talte. The Marquis of ZenetaandDon Juan 
de Moncada arrived, and the entertainer I'eemed 
to be a great booby, who attempted in vain 
to afTume the carriage of a beau, being a very 
bad copy of thefe excellent originals ; or rather 
a downright fimpleton, who affected an air of 
underftanding. Imagine to yourlelf a man of 
this charadler in the midft of five jokers, wliofe 
fole aim was to exercife their raillery upon- 
him, and engage him inunfupportableexpence. 
*' Gentlemen i^faid Don Alvaro, after the firlt 
*» compliments) I prefent to you Signor Gre- 
" gorio de Noriega, as a complete cavjlier. 
" BeTides a thoufand other excellent qualifica- 
*' tioos, he poffelfes an underftanding lb ex- 
*' quifitely cultivated, that you cannot take 
** iiim amifs. He is equally Itrong on all fub- 
** jeds, from the moft clofe and fubtle logic 
*' down to the art of fpclling." — ** Oh I now 
1' you flatter me (faid the citizen, interrupt- 
M 6 ^ ing 
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'* ing him with a very fooliAi iaugh.) Si- 
** gnor Alvwo, I may with more juftice return 
" the compliment j tor you are, as one may 
** fay, a very draw-well of erudition-'* — '* I 
" had no defign (replied Don Alvaro) tofilh 
- " for fuch a genteel rapartee; but upon my 
" word, gentlemen, Signor Gregorio cannot 
*' fail of acquiring great reputation in the 
** world." — ".For my own part (faid Don 
" Antonio) what I am moft charmed with, 
** and what I greatly prefer to his knowledge 
" in orihograpiiy is the judicious choice he 
" makes or his company: inllead of confin- 
" ing himfelf to the converfation of citizens, 
*' he cuitivntes acquaintance with none but 
" young lords, witliout giving himfelf any 
" trouble about the expence attending it. 
" There is in this conduifl an elevation of fcn- 
" timent, and it may be called fpending one's 
" money with tafte and difceroment," 

Thefe ironical praifes were followed by- a 
thoufand more of the fame fort, and poor 
Gregorio v^as fpared by none of them j each 
of the beaus, in his turn, breaking his jcft, 
the meaning of which the fool did not per- 
ceive. Qn the contrary, he took every thing 
in a literal fcnfc, and appeared very happy in 
his guefts i nay, he fecmed even pleafed with 
being turned into ridicule ; and, in ihort, ferv- 
ed them as a butt during the whole time of 
dinner. They ftaid with him the remaining 
part of the day, and all night long ; whilft we 
drank at difcretion as well as oui: n^ecs^ and 
bjr 
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by the time they took leave of the citizen, 
wc were all in an excellent trim. ■ 

CHAP. V. 

Gil Bias fets t^/or a man of goBantry, and h- 
comes acquainted with a fine lady. 

AFTER having refrefhed .myfelf with 
fome hours ot deep, I gbt up. in good 
humourj and remembered the advice I had 
received from Melendez, went (my mafter not 
being yet awake) and prefented my refpefts to 
the fteward, whofe vanity feemed not a little 
flattered with this inllance of my regard. He 
received me very gracloufly, and aJked if I 
was not yet familiarized to the way of living 
praftifed among young noblemen. I replied, 
that though it was, quite new to me as yet, I did 
not defpair of being reconciled to it in time. 

And truly this happened very foon ; for my 
humour and difpofition fuffered a thorough 
change. From being fedate and penfive, I 
became a brilk, blundering coxcomb; and 
the valet of Don Antonio complimented me 
on my metamorphofis, faying, that there was 
now nothing wanting to make me illuftrious, 
but an intrigue ; which, he affirmed, was ab^ 
foluKly necelTary towards finifhing the charac- 
ter of ii pretty fellow, all our comrades being 
beloved by fome fair lady, ind he alone being 
in pofleflion of the good graces of no lefs dian 
" two women of quality. I believed the rogue 
told a lye, and faid to him, *' Monfieur Mo- 
V giconjf 
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** gicon, to be fure you are a handfome young 
" fellow, who have a great deal of wit and 
" merit i but I cannot conceive how ladies of 
" quality (efpecially as you don't live among 
** fuch) can allow, themfelves to be charmed 
** by a man of your condition," — " Why tru- 
*' ly (faid he) thty don't know who I am. — I 
" make all my conquefts in the drefs, and 
** even in the name of my mafter. I'll tell 
•* you how : I drefs myfelt like a young no- 
" blemanj I aflume his behaviour, and go out 
" to take the airj I ogle all the women I fee, 
" until I meet with one who returns tbe Icar: 
•* her I follow, and find means to fpeak with. 
** I call myfelf Don Antonio de Centelles, 
" and demand an aflignation, upon which the 
** lady ftands upon ceremony : I prefs her to 
*' comply; Hie yklds, et cetera. — Bythiscon- 
■*• du6t, my child (added he) I have fucceed- 
*' ed in my intrigues, and I advifc thee to fol- 
** low my example." 

I was too ambitious of making a figure, not 
. to liften to this advice, and befides felt no aver- 
fion to a love Jntrigue : I therefore refolved to 
dilguiie myfelf like a young nobleman, and 
go in queit of amorous adventures ; but as I 
(iurft not drefs myfelf in our own houfe, for 
fear of being obferved, I took a rich fuit of 
clothes from my m^er's wardrobe, and, 
making it up in a bundle, carried it to the 
houfe of a little barber, a friend of mine, 
where I thought I cOuld drefs and undrefs 
wich more convenience. There I adorned my- 
- fclC 
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felf to the beft of my 'power, the barber lend- 
ing a helping hand, in order to fct me off; 
and when we imagined it was impoffible to 
add any thing to my appearance, I walked to- 
wards St. Jerome's meadow; from whence 
I was perfiiaded I ihould not return without 
having found fome intrigue to my liking: 
but before 1 .was obliged to go fo far from 
home, I ftarted one of a very brilliant ex- 
peftation. 

As I was eroding a bye-ftreet, I faw a lady 
richly dreffed, and perte^ly genteel, come out 
of a -fmall houfe, and get into a hackney- 
coach that ftood before the door; upon which, 
flopping Ihort to gaze, I bowed to her in fuch 
a manner, as to inform her that I was not at 
alldilgufted at her appearance; and (he, to 
let me fee Ihe deferved my notice ftlll more 
than I imagined, lifted up her veil for a mo- 
ment, and prefented a moft agreeable coun- 
tenance to my view ; mean while the coach 
drove off, and I remained in the ftreet, not a 
little ftruck with this apparition: " What a 
" charming figure! (faid I to myfelf) Blefs 
** me ! this is juft what I wanted to complete 
*' my charafter. If the two ladies who are 
*' in love with Mogicon, are as handfome as 
" this, I pronounce him a lucky knave, I 
•' fhould be charmed with my fate had I 
'* fuch a miftrefs." 

While I made thefe reflections, I caft my 

eyes by accident towards the houfe from 

whence I had feen this lovely creature come 

out. 
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out, and perceived at a parlour-window ail 

old gentlewpman, who beckoned me to come 

in. 

I flew into the houfe in an inflant, and 
found, in a pretty handfome parlour, this ve- 
nerable and difcreet matron, who, taking me 
for a marquis at leaft, faluted m^ with great 
refpeift, faying, " I don*t at all doubt, Si- 
'* gnor, that you have conceived a very bad 
" opinion of a woman, who, without being 
" acquainted with you, beckons you into her 
** houfe: but perhaps you will think more 
*' favourably of me, when you Ihall know 
** that I don't treat every body in the fame 
*' manner. But you, I fuppofe, are a court- 
'* lord." — " You are not miftaken, my foul, 
" faid T, (ftretching out my right leg, and 
'** poifing my body on my left hip) I am, 
** without'vanity, of one of the beft families 
" in Spain." — " I thought fo by your ap- 
'* pearance ((he replied) and I own I love to 
« oblige people of quality; that ismytoible. 
" — I obferved you through the window, 
*' looking very earneftly (as Ifuppofe) at a 
*' lady who hadjuft parted from me. Have 
" you a paflionfor her? tell me fincerely." 
*• Upon tne faith of a courtier (anfwered I) 
*' flie has captivated me, I never faw any 
" thing more tempting than that creature. — 
«* Bring us together, my g_ood mother, and 
" depend upon my acknowledgement: fuch 
** good offices rendered to us grandees, fcl- 
? dom pais unrecompcnccd.'* 
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** 1 have already told you (r^^ed the old 
*' gentlewoman) that I am wholly devoted to 
*' people of quality, and delight in being ufe- 
" ful to them. I admit into my houfe, for 
** inftance,- certain ladies, whom the extefiors 
** of virtue hinder frOm receiving their gal- 
** lams at home; therefore I accommodate 
*' them with my houle, in order to reconcile 
** the warmth of their complexions with the 
*• rules of decency,"—** Very weii (iaid I to 
*' her) and I fi^ipofe you have granRd that 
'* favour to the lady in queftion."— ** No, 
** ((he replied) this lady is a young widow of 
** quality, who wants a lover: but Ihe is fo 
*« nice in that particular, that I don't know 
•* if you yourfclf will plcafc her, notwith- 
*' Handing your extraordinary merit: I have . 
•* already prefcnted to her three ftout ca- 
" valiers, whom Ihe treated with difdMn."— 
*' Adzooks! my dear (cried I, with an wr 
'* of affurance) thou haft no more to do, but 
'* to put meon the fcent. I will give thee a 
*' good account of her, believe mc. I long 
*' to have a tete-a-tile with a fliy beauty, hav- ■ 
** ing never as yet met with one of that cha- 
*' raaer."-^" Well (faid the old lady) if you 
** come hither to-morrow about tiis time, 
*' your curiofity may be fatisfied." — *' I will 
*' not fail (anfwered I) and we (hall feewhe- 
*• ther or not a young nobleman, fuch as I, 
" may taflie the pleafure of a conqueft." 

I returned to the houfe of the Irttle barber, 

without deliring any other adventures, but 

very 
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very impatient to fee the iffue of this. Next 
day, therefore, having been at great pains to 
fee niyfelf off, I repaired to the old gentle- 
woman's hou:c, an hour before the appoint- 
ment. " Signer (faid ftie) I fee you are 
*' punftual, and I a.n glad of it; for you will 
" find it well worth your trouble. I have 
" feen your young widow and have had fome 
*' difcourfe with her about you. She has for- 
*' bid me to fpeak ; but I have conceived fuch 
" a friendlhip for you, that I cannot hold my 
'* tongue. You liave had the good fortune 
*' to make an impreflion on her heart, and 
'* will be happy very foon. Between yoa 
** and me, the lady is a delicious morfel; her 
*' hulband lived with her but a very Ihort 
*' time; he fleeted away, as it were, like a 
*' fhadowj fo that fhe is as good as a maiden." 
The good matron, doubtlets, meant one of 
thole fprightly maidens, who know how to 
enjoy life without the incumbrance of matri- 
mony. 

In a little time the heroine of the affigna- 
tion arrived in a ftagc-coach, as Ihe had done 
the day before, adorned with all the pomp of 
drefs^ As foon as fhe appeared in the hall, 
I began by five or fix a-la-mode bows, ac- 
companied with the moft fafhionable con- 
tortions ; after which, I approached her with 
a very familiar air, faying, " My princefs, 
** behold a young nobleman, who is enwrapt 
" with your beauty. Your image, fmce yef- 
V terday,- lias inccffantly prefented itfelf to 
" my 
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" my imagination, and expelled a duchefs," 
" who had begun to fet footing in my heart." 
*' The triumph (anfwered (he, taking off her 
" veil) is too glorious for me, and yet I do 
" not perfeftly enjoy iti for you young 
" noblemen are prone to change, and your 
" hearts, they fay, are more difficult to keep 
*■ than quicklilver," — " But, my queen (I re- 
" plied) let us mind the prefentonly, and let 
" futurity ftiift for itfelf ; you are handfome, 
** and I amorous; and, if you approve of 
" my paflion, let us engage without any fur- 
" ther reflection, and embark like failors, who 
" think only of the pleafures, without per- 
,** ceiving the perils of their voyage." 

So faying, I threw myfelf, in a tranlport, 
at the feet of my nymph, and, the better to 
imitate the beaus, preffed her, in apetulant 
manner, to make me happy. She leemed a 
little moved by my intrcaties, hut thought it 
was too foon to yield; therefore puftiing me 
gently from her, " Hold (faid Ihe) you are 
f- too forward and have the air of a liber- 
*' tine; I am afraid you are no better than a 
*t downright rake." — "Ofye, Madam! (cried 
*' I) fure you cannot hate what all ladies of 
*' falliion leve: none but tradefmen's wives 
*• exclaim againfl: libertinifm." — " You are 
" certainly m the right (ihe replied^ and I 
*' cannot refift fuch a convincing reafon. It _ 
** is in vain, I find, to ufe grimace with 
** noblemen like you; and the women muft 
*' advance one half of the way. Know then 
*< your 
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*• your viAory faddcd ftie with an appear- 
** ance of confufion, as if her modefty fuf- 
** fered in the confeffion) you have infpired 
" me with fentiments which I never.felt be- 
*' fore, and I want only to know who you 
'* are, that I may determine to choofc yOu 
** for my lover. I believe, you are a young 
*' lord, and, moreover, a man of honour. 
*' But of this I am not aflured ; and howfo- 
** ever I may be prepoffcfied in your favour, 
•* I am rcfolved not to beftowmy affcftion 6a 
•* a pcrfon' unknown." 

It was then I remembered the expedient of 
Don Antonio's valet on the fame occdions; 
and, after his exatnple, having a mind to pa6 
for my mafter, ** Madam, faid I (to my wi- 
'*' dow) I will not refufe to tell you my name, 
** which I need not be afhamed to own — Did 
** you never hear of Don Matthias de Silva ?" 
** Yes (replied flie) I have even fcen him at 
** the houfc of a lady, an acquaintance of 
** mine." Although I was pretty well ftock- 
ed with impudence, this aniwer difconcerted 
me a good deal; however, I rccollefted my- 
felf in an inftant, and making an effort of 
genius, to extricate myfcif, *' Well, then, my 
*' angel (faid I) you know a lord whom — I 
«* know alfo. Since you muft have it, I am 
'* one of the fame family i his grandfather 
" married my grand-uncle's lifter-in-law : io 
*' that you lee we are very nearly related.r— 
•' My name is Don Csefar, and I am the only 
** fonoftheilluftriousDonFernandodeRibera, 
^ who 



G I L B L A S. 261 

^' who was flain fifteen years ago, in a battle 
" that was fought on the frontiers of Por- 
*' tugal. I could defcribe the aftion,* which 
** was hellifhly hot; but th^ would be lofmg 
" the precious moments, which love prompts 
*' us to employ iij a more agreeable man- 
** ner." 

After this difcourfe I became more pref- 
fmg and paffionate : but all to little cfFeft ;' 
the favours which my goddels bcftowed upon 
mc, only ferving to make me figh after tnofe 
which fte refufed : but though the barbarous 
Creature got into her coach that waited at the 
door, I went home very well fatisficd with 
my good fortune, although I was not yet per- 
fectly happy. If, faid I to myfelf, I have not 
been able to obtain the heighth of my wifhes, 
it is, becaule my princefs is a lady of rank 
and delicacy, who thinks it indecent to yield 
to my tranfports during the firft interview. 
The pride of her birth has retarded my hap- 
pinefs, which, however, is only delayed for 
a few days. Not but that I had always fome 
fufpicions, that the whole.affair was a well- 
concerted trick. But I loved to confider it in 
the molt favourable point of view, and to 
prefcrve the advantageous opinion, I had con- 
ceived of the lady, with whom I had j^eed 
t6 meet again next day; the hope of accom- 
plilhing my wilhes giving me a tafte, by 
anticipation, of the pleafures I expected to 
enjoy. * 

;jVith 
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With my fancy full of thefe fmiiing images, 
I retuned to the houfe of my barber, where 
I changed my drefs, and went to wait upon 
my m^er at a tennis-court, where I knew 
he was. I found him engaged in play, and 
even perceived that he had been lucky, for 
he was none of thofe phlegmatic gamefters, 
who enrich or ruin themfelves, without chang- 
ing a feature. In his profperity he wis full 
of infulting raillery; but very morofe when 
fortune declared againft him. Leaving the 
tennis-court in great good humour, he went 
direftly to the prince's theatre, and I follow- 
ed him to the play-houfe door, where giving 
me a ducat " Here, Gil Bias, (faid he) fince 
** I have been lucky, thou ihalt feel the ef- 
" fed:s of it; go and enjoy thyfelf with thy 
*' companions, and about midnight come to 
** me at the houfe of Arfenia, where I am to . 
-*' fup with Don Alexo Segiar," So faying, i 
he went in, and I remained thinking how I i 
Ihould fpend my ducat, according to the in- I 
tention of the donor. I was not long in fuf- i 
pence ; Clarino, Don Alexo's valet, appeared ! 
all of a fudden, and I carried him to the next I 
tavern, where we regaled ourfelves till twelve 
o'clock ; and from thence repaired together 
to the houfe of Arfenia, where he was like- 
wife ordered to rendezvous. A little lacquey 
opened the door, and introduced us into a 
parlour, where, the waiting-woman of Arfenia 
and Florimonda fat togeuier, Uughing as if 
for 
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ftr a wager, while their miftrefles entertained 
our mailers above. 

The arrival of two merry fellows, who had 
fupped to their fatisfaftion, could not be dif- 
agreeable to chambermaids ; efpecially to thofe 
of the adrefies 1 but what was my aftonifli- 
ment, when, in the perfon of one of them, 
I beheld my widow! my adorable widow, 
whom I believed a marchionefs, or countefs. 
She feemed no lefs furprifcd at feeing her Don 
C^far de Ribera metamorphofed into the va- 
let de chambre of a beau : however we ob- 
ferved one another without being difconcert- 
edj and both at one time, were feized with 
fuch a violent inclination to laugh, that wc 
could not help indulging it. After which, 
Laura (fo was my princefs called) taking me 
afide, while Clarino made up to her com- 
panion, very gracioully prefented her hand, 
faying, fuftly " Take it, Don Ciefar: in- 
*' ftead of reproaching let us compliment 
*' one another, my friend: you pertbrmed 
" your part to admiration : and I did not be- 
** have amifs in mine. What fay you? con- 
" fefs that you took me for one of thofe fine 
*' ladies of quality, who amufe themfeives 
** with intrigues." — " 'Tis true (anfwered I) 
*' but whofoever you are my queen, I have 
*' not changed my fentiments with my drefs : 
*» I beg you will accept my fervices, and al- 
*» low the valet de chambre of Don Matthias 
*' to finilh that which Don Cjefar had fo hap- 
" oily begun." — ^" Yes (faid flie) I love thee 
" ftUl 
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** ftill better in thy own charadcr than in 
<' that of another: thou art juft fuch a nian 
■* as I am a woman, and that is the ftrongeft 
•' approbation I can beftow : I therefore re- 
*' ceive thee into the crowd of my adorers-, 
•' we Ihall have no more occafion for the mi- 
•' niftryof the old woman: for thou may'ft 
•* come hither with the utmoft freedom : we 
*< ladies of the &n^ live without conflraint, 
•* and heltcr-Ikeiter with the men. The ef- 
** fe£ta of this communication are fometimes 
*' very vifible indeai; but the town laughs 
*' ac them, and our bulinefs, thou knowcft, 
^" is to divert it." 

Here we broke oflF, becaufe there were others 
prefent, and the convcrfation became gene- 
ral, Ibrightly, joyous, and full of palpable 
double entendres. Every one bore a part; 
^rlenia's maid in particular, my lovely Laura, 
ihone very much, and Ihowed a great deal 
more wit than virtue. On the other hand, 
our mafters and the aftrefles often burlt out 
■ into long fits of laughter, which we over- 
heard, and from which we concluded that 
their difcourfe was much of the fame ilamp 
with our own. If all the fine things which 
were faid that night at Arfenia's had been 
corarnitted to writing, they would have com- 
pofed, I believe, a treatife very inftruftive for 
youth. In the mean time, the hour of re- 
treat, that is, the dawn arrived, and we wers 
obliged to p^rt. Ckrino followed Don Alexo, 
and X w^t home with Don Matthias. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

The cmverjation ofjome nohkmen ahoul the players 
in the prince's company. ■, 

THAT day, while my maftcr was dref- 
fing-, he received a billet from Don 
Alexo Segi*, defiring his company at his 
houfe, whither he went, and found with him 
the Marquis of Zeneta, and another young 
nobleman of a good mein, wham i had never 
feen before. " Don Matthias (faid Segiar 
•' to my mafter, prefenting the unknown ca- 
•' valicr) this is Don Pompeio de Caftro, a 
*' relation of mine, who has been at the court 
** of Portugal- almoft from his infancy: he 
*' arrived at Madrid laft night, and will fet 
*' out to-morrow for Lifbon, fo that, as he 
f- can fpare me only one day, I am refolvdi 
*' to enjoy the precious opportunity, and, in 
*' order toTnake it themore agreeable to him, 
*' have called you and the Marquis of Zeneta 
** to my afliftance." Upon this, my mafter " 
and Don Alexo's kinfman embraced and com- 
plimented one another, and I was much pleafed 
with the difcourie of Don Pompeio, who 
fccmed to have a great fliare of judgement 
■and penetration. 

Having dined at Segiar's, thefe noblemen 
amufed themfelves at cards till the hour of 
going to the play ■, and then went all together 
to the prince's theatre, to ll-e a new tragedy, 
intitled. The queen of Carth^e. After the 
'Vol. I. N repre- 
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reprefentation of the piece, tliey returned, 
and fuppcd where they had dined : the con- 
verfation, at firft, turning on the poem they 
had ieen performed, and afterwards upon the 
adors. *' As for the work itfelf (cried Don 
" Matthias) I have no great opinion of it; 
*' it makes jEneas ftill more infipid than he 
** is reprefented in the ^neidj but every 
" body mult agree it was divinely played. 
" What fays SignorDon Pompeio? He does 
*' not feem to be of my way of thinking." — 
'* Gentlemen (faid that cavalier,, fmiling) I 
" have peceived you fo much charmed with 
" your players, and, in particular, with your 
*' aftreffes, that I ought not to be fo bold as 
*' to fignify my diffcnt from your opinions." — 
*' You are much in the right (Taid Don 
" Alexb, in a jocular manner) your cenlurcs 
" will be very unfeafonable here; and you 
** ought to Ihow fome refpeft for otir aftreffes 
*' before us, who arc the trurppets of their 
'* reputation. As we drink with tliem every 
*' day, we can do no lefs -than warrant them 
*' pcrfeA in their vocation; and even give 
" them certificate's if there be occafion for 
*' it." — " I do not at all 'doubt it (anfwered 
*' his relation _) and 1 dare fay you would do 
" the fame for their morals, fo much are you 
*' the> friends." 

" Tour comedians atLifbon (faid die Mar- 
*' quis of Zenetj, with a fneer) are doubt- 
" lefs, much better than ours." — " Yes, ccr- 
*' tainly (replied Don Potiipeio) at leaft, there 
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** are fome of thein who have no defeat." — 
•*■ And thefe (refumed the Marquis) may de- 
** pend upon your certificate." — " I have no 
" connedlion wilJi them (faid Dob Pompeio) 
** and, as I never' enter into their parties ot" 
** pleafure, can judge of their merit without 
" prejudice. But do you really (added he) 
** think your company fo excellent?" — " No, 
•• faith! ffaidthe Marquis) I believe nofuch 
.** thing; and provided you give me leave to [ 
*' defend a very fmall number of the players 
•• I will willingly give up all the reft. Won't 
" you allow that flie who played the part of 
** Dido is an admirable aftrefs ? Did Ihe not 
" reprefcnt the queen with all the 'dignity 
•» and grace which is conformable to the idea 
" we have of her ? and did not you admire 
' *• her art in engaging the mind of the fpec- 
** tator, and making him feel the emotions 
*t of all thofe palllons that are expreffed ? 
*' She may be faid to be confummately Ikilled 
" in all the refinements of -declamation." — " I 
'* agree (faid Don Pompeio) thai fhe knows 
" how to aw^e and touch the palTions of the 
" audience; no player had ever more feeling, 
*' and, on the whole, her reprefentation is 
*' very fine. I was ftiocked with two or 
** three things in her performance. When 
*' (he would exprefs furprize Ihe rolls her 
** eyes iirfuch an extrayagant manner, as very 
" iU becomes the deportment of a princefs. 
'* Add to this, that in raifmg ' Iter voice, 
N 2 ' *' which. 
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" which is naturally, low, fhe corrupts ihC 
" fwcetnefs of it, and produces a very dif- 
" agreeable croaking : befides, in more places ■ 
*' tlian one, (he gave reafon to fufpeft that 
" ftie did not very well understand her part: 
" but,. however, I am inclined to imput: this 
" rather to inattention than want of capa- 
*' city." 

'• By what I can fee (faid Don Matthias 
" to the critic) you will fcarce write a pane- 
" gyric on our a»5treiles." — "-Pardon me(re- 
" plied Don Pompeio) I can difcover great 
** talents through their defeds. I own 1 was 
** enchanted -with that aftrefs who perform- 
" cd the part of a chamberinaid in the intcr- 
'* ludes: ftie has a fine genius, treads the 
*' ftage gracefully, and every witticifm Iho 
".utters is f^afoned-with a farcaftic linile, 
" full of charms, which very much enhances 
**, the value of what is faid. She may, en- 
" deed, be blamed for indulging her fire 
« fometimes a little too much, and tranf- 
" grefTing the bounds of modeft aflurancc. 
*' But we muft not be too fevere ; and I could 
" only wiih that Ihe would corrc6l one bad 
*' habit ihe has contrafted. Oft-times, in tfie 
" middle of aferiousfcene, fhe interrupts the 
" performance all of a fudden, by yielding 
•* to .a filly defire of laughing, with which 
" (he is fcized. You'll fay Ihe is applauded 
" by the pit, even ^t thefc times: diere, 1 
own, (he is lucky." 

' ■ ' * «Wc\U ■ 
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** 'Well, what do you think of the men ? 
*' ffaid the Marquis, interrupting him) fure- 
•* ly you'll charge them full volley, fince you 
** have been fo unmerciful to the w6men." — ■ 
•' No (faid Don Pompeio) I think you have 
** fome promifing young aftors ; and am pat'- 
•* ticularly plealed with that fat comedian 
*• who acted the part of Dido's prime mi- 
** nifter: he repeats very naturally, and de- 
** claims juft as they do in Portugd." — " If 
" he can pleafe you (faid Segiar) you muft 
" be charmed with the aftion of him who 
'• played the part of ^neas. Is not he a 
•• groat comedian ! anoriginall" — "Vcryori- 
•* ginal! (replied the critic) his cadence is 
^ quite peculiar, and his tones abundantly 
•' Ihrilh he almoft always, deferts nature, 
*• hurries over the words which contain the 
** fentiment, and places the emphafis where 
" itihouldnot be; making paufes even, on 
•* articles and conjunftions. He diverted me 
" very much; particularly when he expre!led 
*' to liis confidant the violence he did hitH- 
*' felf in abandoning the princefs ■, never was 
•' grief more comically expreiTed."—^" Soft- 
" ly coufin (replied Don Alexo) thou wilt 
" make us believe, by and by, that there ih 
** not a great deal of tafte at the court 6f 
" Portugal, Doft thou know that the aftor 
*' of whom we fpeak is reckoned a phcenix ? 
" Didft thou not hear whaf claps of applaufe 
** he obtained ? A plain proof that he is far 
** from b;ing contemptible." — *' That is no 
N 3 « proof 
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" proof at all (anfweredDon Pompeio.yGen- 

" tlemen (addedhe) let usnot, I b^ of you, 

" lay any ftrels upon the applaufc of the 

" pit, which is often beftowed very unfea- 

*' fonably:-^nay, more feldom on true merit 

** than en faUe, as Phsdrus obferves, by an 

" ingenious fable, which I beg leave to k- 

" peat. Here it is— 

" The inhabitants of a certain city being 
*' aflembled in public to fee pantomimes, 
** there was among the performers^ a favour- 
** ite ador, whom they applauded every mo- 
*' ment. This buffoon, having a mind to 
," dofe the fccne with a new kind of repre- 
** ientation, appeared alcme upon the ftage, 
" ftooped down,, covering his head with his 
** cloak, and IqiKaking like a pig, acquitted 
" himfeif fo well, that the audience aftually 
*' imagined he had one under his tlothes: 
" they ordered him therefore to ftrip; which 
" he having done, and nothing appearing^ 
" the whole afTembly thundered applaufe,— 
" A peafant who happened to be one of the 
" fpeftators, fhocked at thefe exprefEons of 
" admiration, cried, " Gentlemen, you have no 
" caufc to be charmed with that buffoon, 
*' who is not fuch an exquifite aftor as you 
*' imagine : I can play the pig better than he, 
" and, if you doubt it, come hither again to- 
" morrow at this hour. The people pre- 
" poffeffed in favour of their pantomimes, re- 
" afiembkd next day in greater numbers, r*i 
tt the^ 



G I L B L A g. 271 

** ther to hiis the peafant than fee what he 
•* cotild do. The two rivals appearing on 
•' the ftage, the buffoon began, and was ap- 
** plauded more than ever : then the country- 
'* man, (looping in his turn, and muffling his 
'* head in his cloak, pinched the ear of a real 
** pig, which he held under his arm, and made , 
** It fqueak moft piercingly; ncvenhelefs, 
'* the audience gave the preterence to the pan- 
** tomime, and hooted the peafant, who all 
*' of a fudden producing the pig to the fpec- 
** tators, Genuemen, laid he, it is not me 
** whom you hifs, but this poor pig, himfclf : 
^ fuch excellent judges you arc!" 

*' Coufin (fiud Alexo) tlly fable is too fc- 
** vere: but notwithftanding thy pig, we will 
** not give up our opinion. Let us chan^ 
•* the difcourfe (added he) I am tired of this . 
** fubneft. So, thou wilt depart to-raorrow," 
** in Ipite of my defire to enjoy thy company 
•* a little longer?"—" I wifhl could maltt a- 
•* longer ftay at Madrid (replied his kinf- 
*' man) but it is not in my power. I have 
** told you already, that I came to the courj 
' *• of Spain about an affair of ftate; and, at 
*' my arrival yefterday, had . an audience of 
« the prime minifter, whom I Ihall fee again 
** to-morrow morning •, immediately after 
" which I fliall fct out on my return to Lif- 
*♦ bon." — "Thou art become altogi;fher Por- 
*' tuguefc (faid Segiar) and in all likelihood 
" wilt never return to live in Madrid." — " I 
N 4 ■ " be- 
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" believe I fliall not (anfwered Don Pom- 
" peio) for I am ib happy as to be beloved by 
** the king of Portugal^ and enjoy a great 
^* deal of pleafure at his court. But notwith- 
*' Handing his kindnefs to me, would you be- 
'* lieVe that I have been on the point of quit- ' 
" ing his dominions for ever?" — " Pray tell 
',* us the reafon (faid Don Alexo.") — " With 
'* all my heart (anfwered Don Pompeio) and 
" at the feme time will relate tlie ftory of 
^ my life." 

CHAP. VII. 

Tie bifiory of Hon Pen^eio de Cafiro. 
ONAleXo (added h6) knows that >vMle 
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I was yet a little hoy I refoivcd t» caxry 
arms ; and that» feeing our own country in pro- 
found peace, I went to Portugal, from wlwnce 
I paffed over into Africa wim the Duke of 
Br^anza, who gave me employment in the" 
anny under his command. Being a younger- 
brother of very fmall fortune, I was under a 
necefiity of fignalizing myfelf in fuch a mao- 
Rcr as to attract the notice of the general ; and 
did my duty fo well, that tlie duke promoted 
and put me into a condition to ferve with ho- 
nour. After a long war, the iffue of which 
you all know, I attached myfelf to the court ; 
and the king, upon the recommendation of 
tlie general officers, gratified me with a coa- 
fiderable penfion. Senfibleof this monarch's 
generofity, I loft no ocqafion of manifefting 
n^ 

E3.lfQ:i:,'G0<)i;k 



G I L , B L A S. 273 

my gratitude by my affiduity-, and was alwaj'S 
in attendance at thofe hours in which people 
are permitted to pay thejr rcfpefts; by which 
behaviour I infenfibly acquired the love ot 
that prince, who honoured me with new fa- 
vours. 

Having one day diftinguifhed mylelf at the 
ring, and a buU fight that preceeded it, the 
whole court co.-nmended my ftrength and ad- 
drefs 1 and when I returned liome, loaded 
with applaufe, I found a billet importing that ■ 
a lady, the conqueil of whom ought to flatter 
me more than all the honour I had that day 
acquired, wanted to converfc with me; and 
that I Ihould in the twilight repair to a certain 
place that was defcribed. This lettar gave me 
more pleafure than all the pr'aife I had receiv- 
ed, and I imagined that the perfon who wrote 
it mult be a lady of the firft quality. You 
may eafily guefs that I flew to the rendezvous, 
■where an old wcnnan being in waiting, to 
ierve as a guide, introduced me by a little 
garden-door into a great, huufe, and fliut me 
in a rich'clofet, faying, '. f'^ Stay here until I in- 
*' form my niiftrefs of your arrival." I per- 
ceived ' a great many curious things ifi this 
clofet, which was enlightened by a threat 
numticr of wax-candles -, but my fole view in 
confidering its magnificence was to confirm 
myfelf in the opinion 1 had already conceived 
of the lady's rank. If all that I faw feemed 
to aifure me (he was a perfon of the firft qua- 
lity, when Ihc appeared 1 was convinced of 
N 5 it, 

C3.l;«i;,G00gk 



474 ADVEKTUUES OF 

it, by her noble and majeftic air. NcTert&e- 

kfs I was miltaken. 

" Signor cavalier (taid fbe) after the ad- 
vances 1 have made, it would be ridiculous to 
conceal the tender fentiments I have for you, 
which, however, were not infpired by that 
merit you have thjs day ftiown before the 
whole court. That has only hailencd the 
difcovcry : for I have ffien you more than oncei 
and enquired into your charaifter, whichr 
pleafed me fo much that I determined to fol- 
low my inclination. Don't im^ine, added 
flie, that you have made a conqueft of fome 
duchef?. I am no other than the widow of a 
limple ofEcer of the king's guards: but what 
maKcs your viftory ftiD more glorious, is tlw 
preference I ^ive you to one of the ercateit 
lords of the kingdom. The Duke of Almeyd* 
is in love with me, and fpares nothing to in- 
flame me v:ith a mutual palTion; but hitherto- 
he has been unfticcefsful, and I faffcr his ad- 
drefies^nly through vanity." 

Though I found by her difcourfe that I had 
to do with a coquet,* 1' thoughtjnyfelf very 
much obliged to fortune for this adventure : 
Donna Hortenfia' (fo was the lady called) was 
iVrll in the prime of youth ■, and I was dazzled 
with her beauty : befides, (he offered me the 
pofieflion of a heart which would not yield to 
the addreffes of a duke. "What a triumph 
was this for a yoiing Spanilh cavalier! I ac> 
cortlingly threw mylelf at her feet, thanked 
her for her goodnefs, laid all that a man of 
gallantry 
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gallantry could utter on fuch 39 occafion, and 
flie had reafon to be fatisfied with the tranf- 
ports of my gratitude. We parted the beft 
friends in the world, after having agreed to 
lee ooe another every night on which flie 
ftiould be difengaged from the Duke of Al- 
meyda, and this Ihe promifed to advertife me- 
of punftually; in which (he did not fail; fo 
that, in a word, I became the Adonb of tli;s 
new Venus. 

But the pleafuresof life are far from being 
eternal! Whatever meafures the lady could 
take to conceal our correfpondence from my 
rival, he did not fail to get notiqp of the whole 
oi what it was fo much our intereft to keep 
from his knowledge. A malcontent chamber- 
maid informed him of the affair j and that 
lord, naturally generous, but wthal haughty, 
jealous, and palTionate,, was incen'ed at "my 
prefumption : rage and jealoufy took pofTel- 
fion of his foul; and following the diftates of 
his fury, he refolved to avenge himfelf of me 
in an infamous manner. One night, while J 
was with Hortenfia, he waited for me at the 
little garden-door, attended by all his foot- 
men, armed with clubs; and as foon as I came " 
out, making thefe wretches feize me, ordered 
them to cudgel me to death. " Strike, faid 
he, and let me audacious villain perilh. under 
your hands; forfo am I refolved topunilhhia 
infolence." He had no fooner fpoke thefc 
words than his people aflauked me qll toge- 
ther, and gave me fo many blows, that I lay 
N 6 ■ ftrctched 
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ftretched upon the ground without fenfe of 
motion. After which they retired with their 
mafter, who had regaled himfelf with- this 
cruel execution; and I remained as they left 
me during the reft of the night. At break, 
of day fome people happened to pafs, and per- 
ceiving ftill lome life in me, were fo charitable 
as to carry me to. the hoitle of a furgeon : 
luckily my wounds were not mortal, and I 
fell into the hands of a flcilful arcift, who 
made a perfeft cure of me in two months ; at 
the end of which tinle, I repaired again to 
court, and refumed my former way of living, 
fave that I never went back to Hortenfia> whi 
on her pan took no ftcp to fee me again, be- 
caufe the duke on thefe terms had pardoned' 
her infidelity. 

My adventure being univerfally known, and 
nobody fufpedling my courage, every one was 
iiftonilhedtofee me as tranquil as if I had not 
received an affVont ; fori imparted my thoughts 
to no man breathing, and feemcd to be void 
. of allrefentment; fo that people did not know 
• what to think of my teigned infenfibility. 
Some believed that, notwiihftanding my cou- 
rage, the rank of my antagonift kept me in. 
awe, and obliged me to digeft the injury: 
others, with more reafon, fufpefted my fi- 
lence, and looked upon the peaceful appear- 
ance I put on as a deceitful caltn. Of tills 
opinion was the king, who did not think me 
a perfon that would leave fuch an outrage un- 
punilhedj but believed that I would not fail 
tt> 
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to revOTge myfelf as foon as I could find a fa- 
vourable opportunity. That he might know 
whether or not he guefled my fentiments 
aright, he called me one day into his clofet» 
where he faid^ *' Don Pompeio, I know the 
accident which has happened to you, and am, 
Iconfefs,rurprifed at your tranquillity, which, 
muft certainly be diflimulation" — " Sire, I 
replied, I know not who was the aggreflbr,. 
bavmg been attacked in the dark by people 
unknown ; fo that I muft confole myfelf for 
the misfortune as well as I can."-^'* No, no, 
(faid the king) you muft not think to dupe me 
with that evafion, which is all dil^mbled : I 
have been informed of the whole affiair : the' 
Duke of Almeyda has given you a mortal af- 
front. You are a gentleman and a Caftilian, 
and I know what thefe qualities oblige you to 
do. You have formed a refolution to avenge 
yourfelf. Communicate your fcheme to me. 
\ infift upon it, and don't be afraid that you 
fliall Jiave caule to repent of making me youiT 
confidant." 

** Since your majeily (anfwered I) com- 
mand it, I willdifcover my fentiments. Yes, 
Sire, I intend to take vengeance for the af&ont 
\ have fuffered. Every one who _bears the 
name of a gentleman is accountable for it to 
his family. You know the unworthy treat- 
ment I have received*, and Ipurpofe to alTaf* 
fmate the Duke of Almeyda, to revenge" my- 
felf in a manner fuitable to the offence. I wri! 
plunge a poniard into his breaft, or Jhoot him 
Uirougb 
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through the head, and tfcape if I can into 
Spain. This is my defign." — " It is a violent 
one (faid' the king) neverthelefs I cannot 
condemn it, after the cruel outrage which the 
Duke of Almeyda has committed upon you. 
He is worthy of the chaftifement you referve 
for him : but do not execute your enterprife 
in a horry. Leave it to me to find out an ex- 
pedient for bringing you to an accommoda- 
tion." — ** Ah, Sir! "(cried I, very much cha- 
grined) why did you oblige me to reveal my 
lecret ? What expedient can — " — " If I don't 
find one to your fatisfaftion (faid he, inter- 
rupting me) you may put your refolucion in 
pradice. I don't intend to abufe the confi- 
dence you have repofed in me, and will by 
no means betray your honour. So that you 
may make yourfelf eafy on that fcore." 

I was greatly ata lofs to know in what man- 
ner the king intended to terminate- the afiair 
in an amicable manner: and this is the method 
he look, In a private converfation with the 
Duke of Almeyda, " My lord (faid he) you 
*' have injured Don Pompeio de Caftroj and 
*' as you are not ignorant of his being a man 
." of illuftrious birth, and a gentleman whom 
" I love on account of his faithful fervices, 
*• you ought to give himfatisfaftion." — " I am 
*• not of an humour to refufe it; (anfwered 
** the duke) if he complains of my wrath, I 
'* am ready to do him juftlce in the field." — . 
*' You muft give him another fort of repara- 
*' tion (replied the king) a Spanilh gentleman 



G I L B L A S. 479 

•* nnderftands the point of honour too wetl 
" to fight openly with a fecret alTailin. I can 
" give'you no other name, and you cannot 
** expiate the indignity of your a<5tion any 
** other way than by prefenting your enemy 
** with a cane, and fubmitting to the retalia- 
« tion." — " Oheavens ! (cried the duke) What 
" Sir* ^uld-you have a man of my rank coir- 
*' defcend to. humble himfelf before a fimplc 
** cavalier, and allow himfelf to be caned ?" — ■ 
** No (replied the monarch) I will make Don 
** Fompeio promife that he will not ftrike you. 
•* Only alk pardon for the violence yoa com- 
•' mitted, and prefent him witii a cane — that 
** is all I cxpeft of you." — " And that is too 
** much to expeft from me, Sir (faid the 
" diike, interrupting him haftily,) IwiUra- 
« ther continue expofed to the fecret Jhafcs 
" of his revenge." — " your life is dear, to 
" me (faid the king) and my defire is that 
** this affair may have no" bad confcquenc3e?. 
*< To bring it to a conckifion the lefs difa» 
" greeable for you, I will be the only witneft 
** to that fatisfa£tion which I infift on yoin- , 
.** making to the Spaniard." 

The king had occafion for all his power over 
the duke, to bring him to this mortifying con- 
defccnfion. However, he fucceeded -, and after- 
wards fending for me, recounted the difcouric 
he had with my enemy, and alked if I would 
be fatisiied with the reparation agreed upoD 
between theiii. ** I anfwered in the aiErma-' 
" cive, and gave my word and hoaoiu-, that, 

' ■ i^% 
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*• far from ftriking the oiFender, I would not 
*' even accept of the cane he Ihould prelcni to 
*' me." Things being regulated in this man- 
□er, the duke and I, one day, went at a cer- 
tain hour to the king, who (hutting himfelf up 
with us in the clofet, *• Come (faid he to the 
" duke) acknowledge your fault, and delerve 
*' to be forgiven." Upon this my •oemy 
made his apotogy, and prelented me with the 
cane which he had in his hand. " Don Pom- 
'.* peio (faid the monarch to me, that in- 
*' ftant) take the cane, and let not my pre- 
*' fence hinder you from fatisfying your ii>. 
*' jured honour : I acquit you of the promifc 
■ V you made, not to ftrifce the duke." — " No 
*' Sir (anfwei-ed IJ it is fuiEcient that he fub- 
*' mits to be beate.n ; an injured Spaniard aflcs 
*' no more." — " Well (replied the king) fince 
" you are contented with that fatisfaflion, you 
** may now enjoy the privilege of a regular 
'* procei's; mcafure your fwords and deter- 
" mine yayr quarrel like men of honour." 
** It is what I ardently defire! (cried the Duke 
*' of Aliiieyda, with precipitation) and that 
" alone is capable of confoling nie for the 
*' fliameful condefcenfion I have made." 

So faying, he went away full of rage and 
confufion, and two hours after fent to let me 
khow that he waited for me in a private place. 
Thither I repaired, and found that lord-in a 
humour to fight heartily. , He was not quite 
forty, and wanced neither courage ner fkiU, fo 
^at the match wag pretty equal. " Come, 
« Don 
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** Don Pompeio (faid he) let us decide our 
" difference here: both of us opght to beex- 
*' afperated to the higheft pitch j you, for the 
" treatineat you have received at my hands;, 
*' and I, for having afked your pardon." 
With thefe word* he drew upon me fo fud- 
denly, that'l had not time to make any reply; 
and pufhed with great vigour ; but I had the 
good fortune to parry ali his thrufts, and at- 
tacked hjxo in my {urn i vthsa I found I had to 
do with an antagcaiift who knew how to de- 
fend as well as to i£kvk ; and I don't know 
what might have happened, if he had not 
ma.de afaffeAepiiltetreatirig, and fallen back' 
iracd. I -ftt^ped immediately, and bid hipi get 
up— wid te anftrered, " Why do you %are 
?* me f I am injured by your pity." — " 1 will 
*' not wrong my glory fo much (faid I) as t» 
*' take the advantage of your misfbrtuoe J get 
*' up once more and let us fight it out," 

" Don Pompeio (faid he, rifmg) ajfter thiff 
V inftance of your generofity, honour will not 
*' permit me to ule my fword againft you; 
*' What would the world fay of me fliould I 
** kill you ? I ihould be looked upon as a 
«' coward, who had taken the life of a perfon 
*' .who had it in his power to deprive me of 
*' mine. I can, therefore, no longer, fight 
" agaiofl you, and I feel the warm tranfport* 
?* of gratitude fucceed thofe furious emotions. 
** which reigned within my breaft, Don Pom- 
*' pdo, added he, let our mutual hatred ceale. 
*' hst us even go farther, and be friends."— 
« Ah, 
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** Ah, my lord, cried I, I embrace the agfeC^ 
" ablepropofal withjoy! I vow the mod lin- 
*' cere friendfliip : and as the firft proof, pro- 
** mifc never to fet foot within the door of 
*' Donna- Hortenfia, even thou^ flie Ibould 
** defire to fee me." — " It is I (faid he) who 
'* muft yield that lady to you — You have a 
** jufter title to her, Cnce her inclination is 
** fixed upon you."—** No, no ! (cried I, in- 
** tcrruptmg him) you love her, and the fa- 
** vours wmch flie might beftow upon mc 
** wovild give you pain; I iacrifice them 
** therefore to your repofe." — " Ah, too ge- 
** nerous'Caftilianr (replied the duke, lock- 
** ing me in his arms) I am charmed with 
*:* your fentiments! What remorfe do the? 
** produce within me ! With what grief — ^witfl 
** what fliame do I refleft on the outrage you 
** received ! The fatisfaftion I gave you in the 
■* king's clolet leems now too flight; I will 
** make a better reparation for the injury, and 
*' in order to efface the diflionour of it entirely, 
** I oflfer one of my nieces to you in marriage j 
** flie is a rich heirefs, not yet fifteen, and ftill 
." more beautiful than young." 

I made my compliments to the duke in 
fuch cxprefllons of acknowledgements as the 
honour of entering into his alliance infpircd ; 
and in a few days married his niece. The 
whole court congratulated him on his genero- 
fity to a gentleman whom he had covered with 
ignominy; and my friends rejoiced with me 
on the happy conclufion of ^ an adventure 
which 
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^hich. fsemed to promife a more melancholy 
iflbe. Since that time, gentleman, I live 
^reeably at Lifbon, beloved by my wife, of 
.wioml amftillfond; the Duke of Almeyda 
gives, me every dayfrelh proofs, of his friend- 
uiipi and I dare boaft of' being pretty well 
with the King of Portugal ; the importance 
of this my journey to MaSrid, which I under- 
took by his order, beinga fuiEcieoccvideacft 
of his eftictan, 

CHAP. VIII. 

. £y what acddent Gil Bias was eiUged to fesM 
anewpiace. 

SUCH was the ftory thaclJon Pompeio ttfi 
counted, and which the valet of Don 
AleKO, and I overheard, although they had 
taken the precaution of fending us away bcr 
fore it was begun : but inflrad of retiring, we 
ftopped at the door, which we had left half open, 
and from thence loft not a word of jvhat was 
faid. Acer this, the noblemen fet in to drink- 
ing, but their debauch did not laft till day; 
bccaufe Don Pompeio, who was to attend the 
prime minifter in the morning, was very defi- 
rous of a little reft. Accordingly, the Mar- 
<|uis of Zeneta and my mafter embracing that 
cavalier, bid him adieu, and left him with his 
kinfman. 

We went to bed for this time before morn, 

and Don Matthias, when we waked, invefted 

me with a new employment. " Gil Bias 

(faid 
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■(faid he) take paper and ink, and write two 
or three letters which I will diiilate ; hencefor- 
ward thou art my fecretaiy." — *' Good (faid I 
to myfelf) another addition to my functions : 
as a lacquey, I follow my matter every where? 
as a valet cie chambre, help him to drefs j and 
write under him as his fecretary. Heaven be 
praifed ! I aft, like Hecate, in a three fold ca- 
pacity." — *' Thou doit not know, added h^ 
what I am about ■, wlhich is briefly thlS'— But 
be fecrct — for thy life fhall anfwer it. As I 
fometimes meet with people who boaft of their 
£ood fortune in love intrigues, I am refolved, 
in order to excel them all, to have always in 
my pocket feigned letters froni women, which 
I will read on luch occafions. This wfll afford 
me fome diverfion, and, more happy than thofe 
of my fellows who acquire oonquefts only for 
the pleafure of ftiaking them publick, I wiU 
^ublilh thofe which 1 have not had the trou- 
ble to make; but remember to difguife thy 
hand in fuch a manner, as that the billets may 
not appear to be written by the fame perfon." 
Upon this I took paper, pen, and ink, and 
fat down to obey Don Matthias, who at firft 
dictated a love-letter in thefe terms : 

■" '\/'0U was not to-night at the place of 
*,' X alTignation. Ah, Don Matthias! what 
" can you fay to juftify yourfelf ? How much 
*' have I been miftaken, and how well have I 
** been punifhed for having the vanity to 
*' think that you would fatrifice all the amufe- 
I *' mencs 
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« ' ments and bufinefs of the gay world, to the 
" pleafure of feeing Donna Clara dc Mcn- 
f doza!" 

The next billet he made me write was in 
the name of a lady, who preferred him to a 
prince i and the laft from one who told hini, 
that, if Ihe was fure of his difcretion, flie 
would make a voyage with him to the ifland 
of Cythera. He was not facisfied with dic- 
tating thefe Hne cpiftles .- he obliged me* alfo 
to fubfcribe them with the names of ladies of 
quality. Upon which I could not help ob-' 
fcrving, that I thought it a tickliJh affair-, but 
he dciired me to keep my advice to myfelf, 
until he Ihould have occafion to aik it: I was 
therefore obliged to execute his commands in 
filence. This being done, he.got ,up, drefled, 
put the letters in-his pocket, aud went outj 
and I followed him to the houfe of Don Juan 
de Modcca, who had invited five'or.fix gen- 
tlemen of his friends to dinner. 

The entertainment was fumptuous ; and' 
mirth, the bcft ingredient in all banquets, 
reigned during the lepaft. All the guefts con-' 
tributed to enliven the -converfation ; fome by* 
raillery, and others by recounting exploits of 
which they themfelves were the heroes. My^ 
mafter, unwilling to lofe fuch a fair opportu- 
nity of profiting by the letters he had made 
mc write, read jdiem aloud,- with fuch an sdr 
of aflurance, (that hbfecretary excepted) eve^ 
ry body feemini to believe. them genuine.— - 
Among 
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■Among tlw gentlemen before whom he wa» 
gailty of this effrontery, there was one Don 
Lope de Velafco, a verj' fedate man, who, in- 
ftead of rejalcing like the reft at the fuccefs 
of the reader, coldly alked, if the conqueft of 
Donna Clara had coft him dear? — " Almoft 
' *.' lefs than nothing (replied Don Matthias) 
■*' ftie made all the advances. Having fecn 
•* me in the park I happened to pleale her ; 
*' upon which 1 was followed by her order, 
** and, as foon as fhe learned who I was, Ibe 
** wrote to me, appointing an aflignation ae 
*' her houfe in the night, when all the -family 
** ihould be a^bed. I obeyed the fummons, 
*' and was introduced to her apartment. — I 
*' am too much of a gentleman to tell what 
« followed." 

At this laconic detail the lord of Velafco 
changed countenance, and it was not difficult 
to perceive what concern he had in the lady in 
queftion. *' All thefe billets {faid he, darting 
** a furious look at my mafter) are abfolutcly 
** falfe, and efpccially that which you boaft of 
" having received from Donna Clara de Men- 
*' doza, than whom there is not a more chafte 
** young lady in Spain. A gentleman, no 
" ways your inferior either in birth or peribnal 
•* merit, has done every thing in his power, 
*' during two whole years, to make an im- 
** preflion on her heart j and fcarce has he 
" heax able to obt»n the moH innocent fa- 
**■ vours, though he has reafon to flatter him- 
^ &lf that if fhe was capable bf gamting any 
J' other 
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^ other kind of indulgence, it would be to 
*' him alone." — "' Hey-day ! who lays any 
'* thing to the contrary ? (faid Don Matthias, 
** with an air of raillery.) — I ^lieewithyou, 
" that Ihe is a lady of honour: and, for my 
" part, I am a young fellow of honour; con- 
" fcquently you ought to believe, that np- 
•' thmg which was not very honourable paffed 
*■ between us." — " Ah! this is too much, 
" (cried Don Lope, interrupting him:) jeft- 
** inga-part, you are an impofter. Donna 
*' Clara never made an aflignation with you at 
'* night; and I will not fuffcr you to blacken 
*' her reputation. — I ihall fay no more at pre- 
*' fent," Having thus exprelTed himfelf, he 
looked fternly at the whole company, and re- 
tired in fuch a manner as to make him believe 
that this affair would have very bad. confe- 
quences. My Matter, whO: was brave enough 
tor a lord of his charader, dcfpifing the 
threats of Don Lope, *' What a fool there 
" is ! (cried he, burfting into a fit of laugh- 
** ter) your krtight-errants pretended only to 
** maintain the beauty of their miftrefles ; but 
•* he, forfooth, muft vindicate the chaftity of 
'* his; Now this to me fecms ftill more ex- 
.'* travagant." 

Velaioo's retreat, which was in vain oppofed 
by Moncada, did not at all difturb the banquet : 
the cavaliers, without taking much notice of 
it, continued their mirth, and did not part 
jill next morning at five o'clock, w^en my 
pwftcr and I went home to bed. I was over- 
whelmed 
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.whelmed with drowfincfs, and hoped to en- 
joy a good deep ; but I reckoned without my 
hoft, or rather without our porter, who came 
and waked me an hour after, Klhn^ me that 
there Was a young man at. the gate, who 
wanted to fpeak with me. " Ah ! curfe thee 
■^' for a porter (cried I, yawning) doft thou 
*' confider that I have juft now gone to bed? 
*' Tell the young man that T am afleep, and 
•* bid him return at another timc,"^ — " He 
*• mufi fpeak with you inftandy- (replied he) 
■♦' for he affures. me that the, affair will admit 
^' of no delay." At thefc wonds I got up, 
and putting on my breches and doublet only, 

went to the door, curfing all the way. 

♦'.Friend (faid I to the young man who 
** waited for me) let me know, it you pleafe, 
*' what prcflingatFair procures me the honour 
•* of feeing you fo early in the morning?"^ 
•* J have (aiifwered he) a letter for Don Mat- 
*• thias, to-be delivered into his own hand* 
'* He muft reid it immediately, for jt is c^ 
** the utmoft conleqaence tohim: I beg you 
•* will therefore (how me into his - chamber.'* 
Thinking it treated on fome very important 
affair, I took the liberty <^ waking my maf- 
ter: " I afk pardon (faid I to him)" for in- 
** terrupting your repofe,; but the impor- 
** tance — " — *' What wouldlt :thou have ?" 
(cried he haftily:) Upon which the young 
man who accompanied me^ f^d» *' My lord, 
*' I have a letter for- you from Don laope de 
- ?* Velafco." Don Matthias took, opened, 
and 

C3.lf«i:,'G00i^l>J 



' GIL B L A S. iB^ 

■and having read it, faid to Don LoJ>e's valet, 
^ Haf k'e, ohiJd, I would not get up before 
■*' noon to make one in the beft party of plea- 
'*' fure that ever was propofed-, judge, tften» 
" if I Ihall rife at fix o'clock in tlie morning 
■*' to fight. — Thou may'ft tell thy mafter, n 
'* he will be in the fame place half an hour 
■" after twelve, I willrfieet him there." So 
'faying, he funk down ift his bed, and fell 
■afieep again with great expedition. 

Between eleven and twelve he got up, and^ 
'dreffing with great compofore, went out, tell- 
ing me he woulddifpenfewiih my attendance J 
■but I was too curious to know the confequence 
to obey him in this, and therefore walked at 
feme diftance behind him to St. Jerome's mea- 
dow, where I perceived Don Lopez de Ve- ' 
lafco, waiting for him in a refolute manner. 
The better to obferve them, I concealed my- 
self, and, from afar, could fee them meet, 
and begin to fight a moment after. The com- 
bat was long, each in his turn having pufhed 
his anfagonift with great vigour and addrefs : 
but viftory declared for Don Lopez, who run 
my mafter through the body, and, leaving 
him ftretched upon the ground, made off, 
very well latisfied with the vengeance he had 
taken, I ran tip to the unfortunate Don Mat- 
thias, whom I found without fenfe, and al- 
moft without life. 1 was melted at the fight, 
and cculd not help (hedding tears at a death, 
of which I had been an involuntary inflrrument. 
—Notwith (landing my grief, however, I did 
Vol. I. O not 
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not forget my own little concerns ; but re- 
turned home with all haite, where (without 
fpeaking a fyllable of the matter) I made up 
a bundle of my clothes, among which I threw^ 
by miftake, Ibme of my mafter's moveables j 
and when I had carried it to the barber's houie, 
where I had left my intriguing fuit, publilhed 
through the whole city the fatal accident of 
which I was witnefc : I told it to every body 
who gave me the hearing, and, in particular^ 
took care to inform Rodriguez of what had 
happened. He feemed lefs afflifted with the 
news, than bufied about the meafures he was 
to take on this occafion. Having- aflembled 
the fcrvants, he ordered them to follow himj 
and, rcpdring in a body to St. Jerome's mea- 
dow, we took up our matter, who, though he 
ftili breathed, died in three hours after he was 
carried to his own houfe. Thus perifhed Don . 
Matthias de Silva, for having taken it into 
his head to read forged love-letters at an un- 
fealbnable time. 

CHAP. IX. : 

0/ the per/in in whofe fervice he engaged, after 
the death of Don Matthias de Silva. 

A Few Days after the funeral of Don Mat- 
thias, all hisfervants being paid and 
difmified, I fixed my abode in the houle of 
the little barber, with whom I began to live 
in ftriift friendChip ; and there 1 promifed my- 
fclf more pleafure than with Melendez. As 
I did 
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1 did not want money, I was in no hurry lu 
enquire about a new place : befides, I was be - 
come nice on that point, and refolvcd to ferve 
none but the quality for thefuture; for which 
reafon I intended to examine narrowly into 
whatever poft Ihould occur, believing that 
there was none too good for me; fomuch did 
I then think the valet of a young nobleman 
preferable to all others. 

In the mean time, until fortune fliould pre- 
fent fuch a family as 1 thought I deferved, I 
imagined nothing could be more agreeable 
than to confecrate my leifure to my handfome 
Laura, whom I had not feen fince that night 
when we were both fo pleafantly undeceived. 
I durft not drefs in the fuit of Don Cfefar 
de Ribera, which (unlefs I had afilimed it for 
a dilguift) would have made me pafs for a 
downright madman : but my own was ftill 
very decent, and being very well equipped in 
ftockings, ihoeSi and hat, I adjuftecl myfelf, 
with the barber's afTiftance, in a middle way 
between Don Cfefar and Gil Bias, and in this 
condition repaired to Arfcnia's houfe; where, 
finding her alone, in the fame parlour where 
I had leen her before, (he no fooner perceived 
me than fhe cried, '* Ha ! are you there ? I 
" thought I had loft you. Seven or eight 
*' days are pafled fincc I gave you the per- 
*' mifiion of vifiting me: Ifee you don't 
** abufe the liberties in which the ladies in- 
»» dulgeyou." 

I excufed myfelf on sccouiit of my mafter's 
O 2 death 



l;,GOOt^l>J 



192 ADVENTURES OF 

death, and the bufinefs in which I had ^xen. 
engaged', and added in a very polite manner, 
that even in the midft of- all my cares, the 
fair Laura had ftill kept pofleffion of my heart. 
■** Well, then (faid fhe) I will rejiroach you 
" no morcj but own, that I had Hiit thought 
*' of you: and as foon as I heard' of the mis- 
^ fortune of Don Matthias, formed a projeft 
*' which, perhaps, will not dilpleale you.^ 
*' Some time ago I heard my miftreJs fay, 
■" that (he wanted to have a kind of fteward 
■" inthehoufej a young man who Ihould un- 
■" derftand ccconomy, and keep an exaft ac- 
" count of the money difburfcd for houfe- 
" keeping. I have caft my eyes on your lord- 
" ftiip, and believe you would not be an im- 
" proper perfon for that employment." — " I 
" perceive (anfwered I) that I fhould acquit 
" myfelf in it to a wonder ; for I have read 
" Ariftotle's Oeconomics; and as to keeping 
** accounts, it is my chief excellence. But, 
" child (added I) there is one objection to my 
" engaging in Arfenia's fervice," — " What 

*' may that be?" (faid Laura)- " I have 

*» fworn (I replied^ never to ferve a plebeian: 
*' nay, I have Iworn by Styx; and i: Jupiter 
" himftlf durft not violate that oath, judge 
" if a valet ought not to regard it." — " Whom 
*' doit thou call plebeians ? (faid the charm- 
•' bermaid with an air of difdain.) D oft thou 
*' rank aftrefies with the wives of counfcUors 
*' and attornies? Know, friend, that the 
" ladies of the ftage are not only noble, but 
*' arch- 
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" arch noble, by the alliance they contraft 
' with men of quality." 

" If that be the cafe, myprlncefs (faid I) 
' I may accept of tlie place for which you 
' have deftincd me, without derogating from 
' the dignity of my refolution," — " Certain- 
' ly ({he replied) to pafs from the family of 
' a beau into the fervice of a theatrical he- 
' roine, is fttU to maintain the fame fphere 
' of life i for we rank in all refpefts with the 
' quality: we keep equipages like them-, we 
' live as well ; and, at bottom, ought to hold 
' thefame eftcem. in civil life. Really (ad- 
' ded Ihe) if we confider a marquis and a 
' player^ through- the courfe of a day, we Jhalt 
' find them upon a pretty equal footing j for, 
' granting that the marquis, during three 
'parts of tKe day, is, by virtue of his blood, 
' fuperior to the player -, the a£tor, -during 
' the remaining part, is raifedftill more above 
' the marquis by the cue of an emperour or 
' king whom he reprefents. This, in my 
' opinion, invefts us with fuch nobility and 
' grandeur as at leafl: equab us to the people 
' at court." — " O! truly (I replied) youare,. 
' without contradiftion, on a level with the 
' courtiers. What the duce ! players, I find, 
' are not fuch fcums as I imagined j and you 
' fire me with an inclination to. ferve fticli ho- 
' nourable people." — " Well, then (faid (he) 
' come back ^ain in two days: I afk no 
' more time to difpofe my miftrefs for thy 
' reception. 1 will fpeak to her in thy be- 
O 3 " half.i 
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'* half; and as I have fome intereft with her, 
" I am perfuaded that thou wilt be admitted 
*' into her fervice." 

I thanked Laura for her friendlliip, and 
aflured her that I was penetrated with grati- 
tude, which I expreflea with fuch tran^rts 
as left her no room to doubt my fincerity. 
We maintained a pretty long converfation to- 
gether, and it would have lafted longer, had 
not a little page come to tell my prmcefs that 
Arfenia wanted her ; upon which we parted. 
I quitted the houfe of this aflrefs, in thefweet 
hope of living in it at my cafe in a very Ihort 
time; and did not fail to return at the time 
appointed. " I was juft expefting thee (iiud 
*' Laura) in order to allure thee that thou 
*' an now one of the houfehold : come, fol- 
" Jow me, and I will prefent thee to my mif- 
" trefs." So faying, fhe cajried m? into an 
apartment, compoled of five or fix rooms of 
a floor, each more richly furnilhed than die 
other. 

Heavens! what lujcury and magnificence! I 
believed myfelf in the palace of a vice-queei); 
or rather thought I faw all the riches in the 
world amafled together in one place: for 
there was variety of things produced in diffe- 
rent nations ; and one might term this apart- 
ment the temple of fome goddefs, to whom 
every traveller prefented an offering of the ra- 
rities of his country. — I perceived the divinity 
feated on a large fattin couch, charming to 
the eye, and fleck with the fteamsof facrifice: 
■fbc 
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fhc was in a genteel dilhabille, and her fair 
hands were bufy in preparing a new head- 
drefs, in which, (he was to perform that night; 
" Madam (faid her maid_) here is the houfe- 
" keeper I mencioned. I can affiire you, that 
" you will not find one more for your pur- 
'* pofe." Arfcnia looked at me very atten- 
tively, and I had the good fortune to pleal'e 
her. " Aha! Laura (cried Ihe) there's a 
" pretty young fellow. I forefee that I ftiali 
" be very well fatisfied with him." Then 
addreffing herielf to me " Child (faid flie) 
" I like your appearance, and am at a word; 
" if you ferve me well, you Ihall have no 
" caufe to complain." I anfwered, that my 
whole ftudy and endeavour Ihould be to pleafe 
her : and fceing that we were agreed, went to 
fetch my clothes, and was inftalled in my new , 
office. 

C H A P. X. 

Winch is as jhort as the foregoing. 

IT being near play-time, my miftrefs bid 
Laura and me follow her to the tiieatre. 
We went accordingly to her tiring-roorri, 
where Ihe put off her ordinary drefs, and took 
another more magnificent for her appearance 
'on fheftage. Ihe curtain being drawn, Leu- 
ra conduAcd and fat down by me in a place 
where we could both fee and heai" the alSors 
perfjdly well. I was difgufted at the greateft 
part of them, dcubtlefsbecaufeDon Pompcio 
O 4 had 
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had picjudlceii tne agaioli; them. Several^ 
however, were very much -apptagded, and 
among thefe, even fome who put me in mind 
of the fable of the pig^ 

Laufa told me the names of all the aftora 
and a£tre(Ics as they prcfcnted thcmfelves; 
and, not contented with this, the fatyrical 
ba^age defcribcd their charaiflers'nicely, as 
they appeared. ■ ** This here (iiid Ihe), is a 
** noodle. That fellow is a brute : and that 
•' minx whom you fee, with an air more lewd 
" than engaging, is called Rofarda; a very 
** badacquifuion forthe company! ihelhould 
*' be enrolled in the troop that is railing by 
** order of the vice-roy of new Spain, to be 
*' tranfported forthwith into America. Ob- 
" ferve that luminous xonilellation advancing; 
" that fair fetting fuil, known by the name of 
" Caftilda: if Ihe has exai5ted a ftone froni 
** each of her lovers,' as a princefc of Egypt 
*' is faid to have done heretofore, flie could 
•' have raifed a pyramid which would have 
" touched the third heaven." In fhoFt, Laura 
gave no qua-ter: her malicious tongue did 
not even fpare her own miftrefs. 

Neverthelefs, I will confefs my weaknefs : 
I was charmed with my chamber-maid, though 
her charafter was not morally good. She ia- 
tyrized fo agreeably, that I was even in lo\'c 
with her malice. Between the ads Ihe got 
up, to go and fee if Arfcnia wanted her ; but 
inftead of returning immediately to her place, 
flic amufed herfelf behind the fcerxs, in Uften- 
- ing 
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ing to the. loft things that were laid by the 
men who flattered her. I followed her, < for 
"once, to obferve, and perceived that flie had 
3 great many acquaintances; having reckon-- 
ed rw3 lefs than tJiree aftors, who, one after 
another, flopped to Ipeak with her, and fcemed 
to treat her with great familiarity. This was 
not at all agreeable to me, who feeling, for 
the firfl: time, what is was to be jealous, re- 
turned to my feat fo penfive and melancholy, 
that Laura obftrved it as foon as flie came 
back. •* What is the matter with thee, Gil 
" Bias? (faid Ihe with furprize.) What 
" gloomy demon has taken poflefTion of thee 
** fince I went away ? Thou feemeft fad and . 
*' dejefted." — " I have too much reafon to 
*' be fo, my princefs (anfwered I-,) you have 
" a little too much vivacity in your behavi- 
*' our: I have obftrved you with the aiftors."^ 
" A pleaiant caufe of melancholy, indeed ! 
" (faid ihe, laughing) How! does that give 
** thee any uneafinefs ? Truly thou art a mere 
*• novice: but thou wilt fee a great many 
*' other ftrange. things among us, and muffc 
*' accuftom thyfelf to our eafy.wayof life. — 
'• Harbour nojealoufy, child; for that, among 
" comedians is looked upon as ridiculous ; 
"therefore we have none of it. Fathers,. 
" hulbands, brothers, UDcles, and coufins, . 
*' witli us, are- the mofl: complaifan: perfona. 
" on earth, and generally make fettlcments : 
" for their own family." 

Q 5^ ' After- 
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After having exhorted me to take umbrage 
at nothing, but look upon every thing with 
compofure, ftie declared that I was the happy 

mortal who had found the way to her hearty 
and aflured me, that her love (hould always 
reft on me alone. On this aflurance, which 
however I might have diftrufted, without the 
imputation ot being too fufpicious, I promifed 
never more to be alarmed, and kept my word j 
for that very evening I faw her in clofe con- 
veriation, and heard her laugh heartily with 
fcveral different men. When the play was 
over, we went home with our miftreft, where 
Florimonda foon after arrived, with three old 
noblemen and an adtor, to fupper. Bcfides 
Laura and me, there were of fervants in the 
houfc, a cookmaidj a coachmHji, and a page, 
who all joined in preparing for fupper. The 
cook, who was no lei's dexterous than Dame 
Jacinta, was aflifted by the coachman in dref-' 
0ng the viftuals, while the chambermaid and 
page laid the cloth, and I furniftied the beaufet 
v/ith the fine-ft plate and fcveral' cups of gold, 
which were offered to the goddefs ef the 
temple. I ftored it l4kewife with bottles of 
the chciceft wines, fcrving in my own perfon 
as cup-bearer, to fhov/ my miftrefs that I could 
turn my hand to every thing. The deport- 
ment of the aiflrefles, during the repafl:, filli 
ed me with admirr.tion; they afiumed airs of 
importance, and imagined themfelves women 
of the firft rank. . Far from addreffmg the 
noblemen with the title of your excellence, 
they 
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they did not even, give them that of your 
lordfhip; but called them fimply by their- 
names : true, indeed, thefe very noblemen had 
Ipoiled and made them fo vain by fuffering 
them to be fo familiar, — As for the adtor, he, 
like a player iifed to perform the hero, treat- 
ed them without ceremony, drank to their 
health, and maintained (as one may fay) the 
upper end of the table. *• Upon my foul, 
■ " (faid I to myfelf) when Laura demonftrated 
" the quality of the marquis and player in 
" the day time, Ihe might have added that 
" they are ftill more fo in the night, lince, 
" they fpend it thus in drinking together." 

Arfenia and Florimonda being naturally 
wanton, a thoufand hardy expreflions efcaped" 
them, mingled with fmall favours and toy-' 
ings which were exquifitely reliflied by thefc 
old finners. While my miftrefs amufcd the 
one with 4 little innocent ribaldry, her friend,. ■' 
fitting between, the other two, did hot aft the 
Sufanna with them. While I was confider- 
ing this picture, which had but too many 
charms for a young fellow like me, the defiert 
was brought in : upon which I fat wirie and 
glafles. on the table, and went to fupper with 
Laura, who waited for me. " Well, Gil Blas^ 
" {faid Ihe) what is thy'opinion of thofe noble- 
" men thou haft feen ?" — "■ They are dogbt- 
" lefs- (anfwered I) adorers of Arfenia and. 
'^ Florimonda." — " No, (faid ftie) they arc; 
" old letchers, wlio vifit coquets without at- 
" taching themfelvesito them, and alk onlyi 
O 6 "- fmali. 
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" finall compliances, paying gcnerouflyftM- the, 
'■ trifling favours they receive. Thank hca- 
" ven! Florimonda and my miftrefs are at 
*' prefcnt without lovers ; I mean fuch lovers 
"■"as aflume the hvilband, and want to engrofs 
*' all the pleafure of the houfe, becaufe thej, 
*' fupport the expence of it. As for my own< 
** part, I am very glad it is fo; and maintaa- 
*' that a coquet of fenfe ought to fly thefe fort 
** of engagements. Why mould flie give up. 
** her liberty to a. mafter ? 'Tis better to ac- 
" cjuire an equipage penny by penny, than 
" have one at fuch a price." 

When Laura was in a fpeaking humour,, 
(which was almoft always the cafe) words coft 
her nothing. — Heaven! what a volubility of 
tongue was ftie miftrefs of! She told me a, 
dioufand adventures which had happened to 
the aftreffes-of the prince's company j and I, 
concluded from her difcourie, that I could, 
not be in a better fituatjon tobecojnc perfect- 
ly acquainted with vice. I was unhappily of 
ai>age when this docs not create much hor- 
ror; and befides, the chambermaid painted 
thefe irregularities fo artfully, that 1 beheld: 
only the delicious fule of them. She had not. 
time to relate the tenth part of the exploits , 
of the a£trefles -, for Ihe had fpoke but three 
hours, when the noblemen and player with- 
drew with Florimonda, whom they conduced 
to her own houfe. 

After . they were gone, my miftrefs ^ving 
mc money, fwd " There, Gil Bias, arc ten 
« piftolcs 
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*' piftoles to go to market to-morrow morn- 
" ing: five or fix of our gentlemen and ladies 
" are to din« with me» fo that you muft take 
" care, and have every thing in plenty."— 
" Madam- (anfwered I) with, this Aim I'U, 
*' cnejge to entertain the, whole troop." — 
" Fnend (replied Arfenia) be fo good as to.. 
" correft your, expreffions : you muft not call 
*' them the troop biit the company. We 
" fay a troop of tmeves, a troop of beggars, , 
*' and a troop of authors j but learn to lay a 
** company of comedians. The corps of ac- 
" tors ia Madrid, efpecially, dcfcrve to be 
" called a company." I alked pardon for 
having ufed . fuch a difrefpcftful term, and 
moft humbly begged flie would «xcu(e my 
ignorance; protefting that, for the future,, 
whenfoever I fliould mention the gentlemen 
a£tors of Madrid in a colleftive manQer>.I. 
would always. call.them the company. 

G H A P. XL 

How the flayers Uved together, and their trtat-t.. 
ment of authors. 

I Went to market next morning,^ in order to 
begin my office of butler; and as it was a 
meagre-day, bought, by order of my miftrcfs^ 
fome good fat pullets, rabbits, .partridges, and 
other wild fowl; for.as the gentlemen-players, 
were not altc^ther fatisfica with the behavi- 
our of the church towards them, they did not 
think proper, to adhere &rupidoufly to its 
com,- 
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commandments. — I brought home more vic- 
taals than would have fufficed twelve honeft 
gentlemen, during three days in camival- 
time-j fo that the cook had work enough for 
the whole morning. While Ihe prepared the 
dinner, Arfenia got up, and remained at her 
toilet till noon, when Signers Rotirniro and' . 
Ricardo (two aftors) arrived; Conftantia and 
Celinaura (two aftrefles) camefoon after: and 
at ialt Florimonda appeared, accompanied by 
a man who had all the appearance of a finilh- 
ed coxcomb. His hair was tied behind in a 
very foppilh manner, his hat adorned with a 
plume of green feathers, his breeches ftnooth 
and ftraight, and his Ihirt, which was very 
fine, was embroidered with a handlbme lace, 
dilplayed at the (lafiies of bis doublet. His 
gloves and handkerchief were contained with- 
in the hilt of hisfword, and he wore lus cloak, 
with a grace altogether peculiar. 

Though he had a good mejn, and was very 
well made, I no fooner law him than remarking 
in him fomething lingular, I laid to myleli, 
" This gentleman muft certainly be an origi- 
" nal." I was not miftaken ; for he was a 
man of a very extraordinary charafter. As 
loon as he entered. Arfenia's apartment, he ran 
with open arms and embraced the a^refies 
and aftors, one after another, with geftures 
ftill more extravagant than thofe of the beaus. 
My opinion was not changed -when I heard 
himfpeaki for he made aftefted paufes, and 
pronounced his words withgreat emphafis, ac.. 
- commodating 
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commodating his looks and geftures to the 
fubjeft. Having a(ked Laura who that gen- 
tleman was, " I dtm't wonder (faid Ihe) at thy 
" curiofity: it is impofible to fee and hear 
" Signer Carlos Alonfo de la Ventolcria, 
" even for once, without feeling the ianle 
"■ emotion, I will delcribe him to the life. 
" In the firft place, he has been a player-, but 
*' quitted the ftage through whim, and now 
** repents in earneft. His black hair, which 
" thou feeft, is dyed as well as his eye-brows 
" and whiflcers ; for he is older than Saturn;- 
" but as his parents, when he was born, neg- 
" lefted to have his name inferted in the pa- > 
"" rilli regiftcr, he takes the advantage of their 
" omilTion, and calls himfelf younger than he 
" is by twenty good years at leaft. He is, 
" moreover the moft lelf-conceited man in 
" Spain, though he fpent the firft fixty years 
" of his life in the groffeft ignorance -, but in 
'* order to become learned, he employed a pre- 
" cepior, who has taught himtofpelUn La? 
" tin and Greek. " Beftdes, he has got an in- 
" finitenumbcrof goodftories by heart, which 
" he has repeated, and vouched fo often, 
'* that at length he afirually believes them to - 
" be true. Thefe he brings into converfa- 
" tion, and one may fay, thathis witihinesat 
" the expence of his memory. He has the cha- 
*' rafter of being a great aftor, and I pioufly 
" believe itj but neverthelefs I will own that 
" lie dees not pleafe me. I hear him repeat 
*'■ fometimes in company, and among other 
faults, 
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** faults think his pronunciation too much 
** afFefted, and his voice fo Quavering that it 
*' gives an antic and ridiculous air to his de- 
'* clamation." 

Such was . the pidure that my fweet-heart 
drtw of this honorary ftage player» who was 
really in his deportment tlw: moft haughty 
mortal I had ever leen. He played theorator- 
too, and did not fail to producefrom his budget 
twoor three ftories, which he uttered with a 
ftudied air of foleranity. On the other hand,, 
the aiftreffes and aftors, who did not come 

* there to hold their tongues, were not filentj 
but began to talk of their abfent comrades, 

' not in a very charitable .manner indeed: but 
this muft be pardoned in players as well as in 
authors. The converfation, therefore, kindling 
againft their neighbours, " You cannot guefs, 
" ladies (faid Rofimiro) a new piece of finelTe, 
" of our dear confederate Cefarino. " He this 
" morning purchafed filk ftockings, ribbons,. 
" and lace, which he ordered a page to bring 
** to the rehearfal, as if fent by a certain 
" countefs." — " Such a piece of knavery ! (faid 
" Signor de Ventoleria, with a filly, vain fim- 
*' per) there was no fuch deceit in my time : 
" we never dreamt of compofmg fuch ftories : 
" the ladies of quality, indeed, fpared *is the 
" invention by making the purchafe them- 
" felyes: it was their fancy," — " Zooks! 
" (faid Ricardo) they have that fancy ftillj. 
" and was I permitted to explain myfelf— 
"but one mi;ft be filent on thcfe fort of ad- 
^ ventures, , 



cGoogk 



G I L B L A S. 30s 

" ventures, efpccially when perfons of cer- 
" tain rank are concerned." 

*' Gentlemen (faid Florimonda, interrupt- 
*' ing him) truce with your intrigues, if yoif 
" pleafe; they are very well known to all the 
" world, and letus talkof Imenia. They fay 
'* that nobleman who has fpent fo mitch mo^- 
" ney upon her, has left her at laft." — " Yes» 
*' truly (_cried Conftan^ia) and I'll tell you 
" morej (he has loft a little citizen, whom (he 
" certainly would have ruined. I know the- 
" foundation of the whole affair : her Mer- 
" cury committed a terrible blunder, by car- 
** rying to the nobleman a letter (he had wrote 
" to the citizen, and giving this laft the billet 
*^ intended for the lord." — " Thefe are great 
' ** loiles, my de?,r (replied Florimonda.")—— 
•* Oh! as for the nobleman- (faid Conftantia) 
" there is no great rriatter ; he has fpent al- 
" moft his whole eftate: but the citizen had" 
'* juft began his career, and had never pal^ 
" thro' goodhands, which is athpufand pities." 

In this manner they difcourfed before din-. 
ner, and their converfation turned on the fame- 
fubjedls while they were at table. But as I 
ihould never have done, if I undertook to re- 
peat all the exprefiions full of malice and folly,- 
which I heard, I hope the reader will cxcu(e: 
me for fupprelTing them, in order to defcribe- 
tJie reception of a poor devil of an author,, 
who came in towards the end of the repaft. , 

Our page came, and faid aloud to his mif- 

trefs, " Madam, a man, in marvellous fouL 

*' linen». 
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** linen, bedaggled all over, and who, fo pkal& 
" you, looks very much like a poet, wants to 
" fpeak with you," — ". Show him up (an- 
*' Iwered Arfenia) don't ftir, gentlemen, 'm 
" but an author." Sure enough it was one, 
whofc tragedy had been received, and who 
brought a part for my miftrels. He was called 
Pedro de Moya, and, as he entered, made five 
or fix profound bows to the company, who 
neither got up, nor returned his compliment. 
Arienia only anfwered his profufion of civility 
by a night inclination of her head. He ad- 
vanced into the room, trembling and confufed, 
and let his gloves and cloak fall,^ which hav^ 
ing taken up, he approaced my miftrefs, and 
prefented to her a paper, with more relpeft 
than that of a counlellor, when he delivers a 
petition to a judge; faying, " Be fo good, 
*' Madam, as to accept of, this part, which I 
" take the liberty to offer." She received it 
in a cold and difdainful manner, without even 
tieigning toanfwer his compliment. 

This, however, did not difcour^e our au- 
thor, who making ufe of this opportunity to 
diftribute the different parts of his play, gave 
one to Rofimiro, and anothei to Florimonda, 
who did not treat him a whit more coorte- 
oufly than Arfenia had done. On the contra- 
ry, the player, naturally very obliging, as 
thefe gendemen commonly are, infuTted him 
with the moft cutting raillery, which Pedro 
de Moya felt, but duril not retort, left his 
piece mould fuficr for his impudence. He 
retired» 



l;. GOOt^k 



G I L B L A S. 307 

retired, therefore, without ipeaking, but ftn- 
fibiy touched, as I perceived, with his reccp- 
tion ; and I believe, that, in the bitternefs of 
his refentment, he did not fail to curfe within 
himlelf the players, as they deferved-, and 
they, when he was gone, began to Ipeak-of 
authors with great refpeft. " Signor 'Pedro 
" de Moya (faid Florimonda) did not feem 
" to go awdy well fatisfied." - 

" Pfliaw, Madam (cried Rofimiro) don't 
*' difturbyourfelf about that: authors are not 
*' worth notice ; if we fhould treat tJiem oa 
" an equal footing, it would fpoil them, I 
" know ihefe forry gentlemen j they would 
** foon forget themlelves. t^t us, therefore^ 
" ufe them like flaves, and we need not fear 
" that we fhall tire their patience: for though. 
" their difpleafure may detach them from us- 
" fomeiimcs, the fury of writing will bring^ 
*' "them back, and they will thinlc themfelves- 
" very happy, provided we deign to. aft their 
** periormances." — " You are in the right 
*' (faid Arfenia^ we only lofe thofe authors. 
" whofe fortunes we have made,- for as Ibon.- 
*' as we have procured a good fettlcment for 
** them, idlenefs takes poflcOion of them, and 
** they work no more. Luckily thecompany 
" don't break their hearts, and the public is 
** no lofer by their floth," 

Thefe fine obfervations were much applaud- 

ed, and it was determined, that authors, noc- 

withftanding the ill-treatment they receive,. 

owed their all to the players, who, therefore,. 

claimed. 
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claimed the fuperioriry over them, and certes- 
they could nottlifpife them more. 

CHAP. XIJ. 
Gil Bias acquires the theatrical tafie, abandons. 
himjelf to the pkafures of a come life, v}itb 
whicht however^ be is difgujled in a little tttne, 

THE company remained at table until the 
- hour arrived of goir^ ta the theatre, 
whither they repaired in a body.- I followed, 
and once more faw the play, which gave me 
fuch plcafiire, that I refolved to take the fame 
opportunity every day. In this I did not fail, 
and infenfibly became reconciled to the aiftorsj 
fiichis the force of cuftom: 1 was particularly 
charmed with thofe who ranted and diftoried 
themfelves molt upon the ftage, and was not 
at all lingular in this way of thinking. 

The be^utyof the performance touched mcr 
no lefs than the, manner of reprefentation ; I 
was quite trar^fported with fome of them; and 
among the reft was prodigioufly fond of thofe 
were all the cardinals, or the twelve peers of 
France, appeared, I remember that in two 
days I got by heart a whole comedy, entitled, 
TheQiieenof Flowers. The Rofe, who was 
queen, had the Violet for her confidante, and 
the Jeffaminefor herufher. I thought nothii^ 
could be more ingenious than, thefe works, 
which I imagined did a.great deal of honour 
to the tafte of our nation. 

I not only adorned my memory with the- 

ferighteft paflages from thcfc dramatic mafter- 

pieccs-, 
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piccesj I fet about bringing my taftc to per- 
fcftion; which to accomplifti, I liftened with 
a greedy attention to all that the players faid. 
If they praifed any performance, I efteemed 
it 1 and whatlbever met with their difapproba- 
tion was immediately defpii'ed by me. I 
thought they were as Ikilful in plays as jewel- 
lers are in diamonds. Neverthclefs, Pedro 
de Moya's tragedy had great fuccefs, although 
they had prognofticated its damnation. But 
even this could not make me fufpeft their 
judgement J and I chofe rather to believe that 
the public wanted common ienft, than to 
doubt of the company's infallibility. I was 
aflured, however, from all quarters, that thofe 
new pieces of which the players had no good 
opinion were ufually very much applauded ; 
and that, on the contrary, thofe which they 
received with approbation were commonly hif- 
fed by the audience. I was told that it was 3 
maxim with them to judge irroneoufly of the 
works that were prelented to them-, and was 
informed of a tlioufand inftanccs where the 
fuccefs belied their determination ; but all 
thefe proofs were fcarce fufficient to difabufe 
my underftanding. 

I fliall never forget what happened one day 
in the firft reprefeniation of a new comedy, 
which the players had pronounced cold and 
tedious, and actually thought unpaffable. In 
thefe fenttments they performed the firft aft, 
that met with great applaufe, which quite afto-' 
nifhed them. The fecond aft was played, and 
ftiU 
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itill better received than the firft : upon which 
the ai5lors were confounded. " How the devill 
*' (faid Rofimiro) is it poflible that this comedy 
«• Ihould take ?" At laft they afted the third, 
which gave more pleafure than the two former. 
*' I can't comprehend the meaning of this (faid 
*' Ricardo;) we imagined that this piece would 
*' not pleafe, yet every body is charmed with 
*' it," — *' Gentlemen (faid one of them very 
" plainly) the reafon is, becaufe there are a 
" thoufand itrokes of wit in the performance, 
*' which we have not obftrved." 

I no longer, therefore, looked upon the " 
players as excellent judges, but became a juft 
appraifer of their merit: and, indeed, they juf- 
tified to A tittle all the ridicule they met with 
from the world : for fome of the actors and 
aftrefles were giddy with applaufe* and con- 
fidcring themlelves as objects of admiration, 
thought they beftowed a favour on the public, 
when they deigned to play. I was Ihocked at 
their faults, but unhappily too well pleafed 
with their way of life; fo that I plunged into 
debauchery. How could it be otherwife ? 
Their converfation was pernicious to youth, 
and all I faw contributed to corrupt my mo- 
rals : had I been ignorant of what paflfed at 
the houfes of Cafilda, Conftantia, and the other 
players, that of Arfenia's alone was but too ca- 
pable of undoing me; for, befides the old no- 
blemen I mentioned, there ckme thither beaus, 
young heirs whom ufurers enabled to fpend 
money, and fometimes, alfo, farmers ot the 
revenue 
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revenue were admitted, who far from being 
gratified for their prcfence, as they are in their 
own affemblies, were obliged to pay through 
the nofe for their reception. 

Florimonda, who lived hard by, dined and 
fupped every day with my miftrefs j and peo- 
ple were furprifed at the friendlhip that leem- 
ed to unite them. It afforded matter of afto- 
nifhtnent to fee coquets live together in fuch 
good intelligence'! and every body imagined 
that, foon or late, they would quarrel about 
fome gallant. But the world was very much 
miftaken in thefe perfeft friends, wlfio were 
joined by the moft folid affection. Inftead of 
being jealous of one another, like other wo- 
men, they lived in common-, and chofe rather 
to Ihare the fpoils than foolifhly difpute about 
■the inclinations of the men. 

Laura, by the "example of thefe illultrious 
ollbciates, made the belt of her youth too: 
and't was not without reafon Ihe had told me 
that I fhould fee ftrange things : however, 1 
affefted to be quite caly; becaufe I had pro- 
milcd to adopt the unconcern of a player on 
fuch occafionsi and thus I diflembled for 
fome days, contenting myfelf with adting the 
names of the men with whom I found her par- 
ticularly eng^ed. She always anfwered, that 
it was an uncle or coufin. Heavens ! what a 
crowd of relations (he had ! Sure her family 
was more numerous than that of King Priam : 
and the jade did not even confine herfelf to 
Iier uncles and coufins^ but alfo went abroad 
fre. 
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frequently in order to allure ftrangers,' by 
ading the widow of quality at the houle of 
the old woman whom I mentioned before. In 
ihort, Laura (to give the reader a juft and 
preciie idea of her) was as young, as handfomCi 
and as much a coquet as her mittrefs, who had 
no other advantage over her, than that of di- 
verting the town in public. I was borne down 
by the torrent for three weeks, during which 
1 gave myfelf up to all manner of debauchery; 
but at the fame time, .1 muft pbferve, in the 
midft of my plcafures, I -was frequently fdzed 
with fentiments of rcmorfe that proceeded 
from my education, and embinered all my en- 
joyments. Vice could not get the better of 
, thcfe warnings, which augmented in propor* 
tion as I became more debauched, and by the 
-effeiil of a happy difpofition, I began to abhor 
the difordersofaiheatrical life. "Ah, wretchl 
Ijfaid I to myfelf) is it thus thou fulfilleft the 
cxpcftation of thy family ? Was it not enough 
to cheat it by choofing another employment 
than that of a tutor? Does thy. fervile condi- 
tion hinder thee from livin;; like an honeft 
man? ordoes.it become thee to live among 
fuch finners ? fome of whom are poflefled by 
envy, rage, and avarice; whilfl: others have 
banllhed all ienfe of (hame. Thcfe are aban- 
doned by intemperance and (lothj and thole 
indulge iheitf pride even to an excefs of inl'o- 
lence. I am refolved, and will no longer 
dwell with the feven deadly fins." 

-■ The End of the First Vo;.ume* 
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